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Recognizing The Problem

One of the lottest, and bitterest, contro.
versies in the last Congress had to do with the
prablem of medical care for the elderly. The
Administration’s proposal was Medicare—a
plan under which everyone drawing social
security henelits would have heen eligible for
a variety of government-paid medical services
An impressive hill of particulars against Med-
lcare was drawn by its appoients, who heid
that it would mark a long slep toward gov
ernment domination of medicine; that it did
not 1ake adequate account of the aclual need
of the individual, bul, rather, ook a sholgun
approach to a certain selocted group; that it
would not cover millions of elderly people who
are not within the social security system; thal
the costs would be enormous, and, probably
far beyond Administration estimates, and that
it would result in the concentration of federal
power and authority at the expense of loval
government,

Medicare got nowhere. But it will be back
this year, probably in a somewhat changed and
possibly expanded form. So—whatever hap-
pens to any particular hill—the problem of
how to ensure a heller life for the nation's
elderly people—nol only in medical matters
hut in other assoclated ways—will again he a
major lssue.

The American Medical Associalion's
Board of Trustees has now proposed an eight-
point program designed to deal with the prob-
lem of the elderly in its many ramifivations.
In announcing it, Dr. Percy Hopkins, the
hoard's chairman, said: "It recognizes that
some of the aged have problems, some need
help. 1t alse recognizes thal most of them
aspire (o be independent, self-reliant, useful
citizens who wanl challenges and opportuni-
ties. They do nol desire to be classified as a
mass problem.”

The specific points of the program cover
many latitudes. Among them: 1. A reseval
uation of attitudes towatd the elderly in order

High Cost

(Press-Herald, Portland, Maine)

As the cost of politics grows, politicians
and their parties adopt novel and often desper-
ate measures to finance election campaigns,

The talk of Washinglon recently has been
the gala put on by the Democrats to pay off
a million-dollar debt left over from the 1062
elections, This was not the ostensible reason
for fhe double-decker affair; party faithful
who gathered from: all over the country as-
sumedly were celebrating the second anni-
versary of President Kennedy's first Inaugu-
ration. Mareaver, they paid handsomely for
the privilege. Seven hundred Democerats paid
81,000 each for a dinner at the new Interni-
tional Inn in the national capital. At the Wash-
ington armory another huge throng paid 100
each to see a floor show, bul no dinner. The
President antd Vice President and their en-
tourages showed up at both occasions, and the
whole thing was an apparent success.

Massachuselts, on the other hand, which
produces more droll politics than any state
we can think of, is still chuckling over the
testimonial dinner the insurance industry
planned for State Insurance Commissioner C.
Eugene Farnam

This was apparently a good-will aftair in-
tended to improve insurance firms' relations
with the stale government and the legisla-
ture. But sponsors overlooked the fact that
only recently the lawmakers, fed up with pure-
Iy political “testimonial” dinners intended to
pay election debts or build & campaign fund

BERRYS WOALD

“Why can't we keep up with the Salingers imtead
of the Kenmedyi?"

that they may be given the chance to use thei
time, talents and capabilities in worthwhile
activities that encourage self-reliance and in-
dependence. 2. Support for, and implemen-
Lation and revision of the existing financial as-
sistance 1o the elderly who need it 1o meet
the cosl of medical care 3. Changes in the
income tax laws, 1o liberalize medical care
deductions for dependents over 65, 4. Ta
assist in the continued expansion of health
Insuratice and prepayment plans—Blue Shield
and Blue Cross—which have shown an “ex-
plosive growth™ & More flexible retirement
policies in business and industry, so that pros
ductive workers who wish to can continue at
their jobs instead of being forced to yvetire
al an arbitrary age. 6. Encouraging construe-
tion of additional nursing homes. The number
of beds in these homes has incressed dramati-
cally since 1954—{rom 180,000 1o more than
338,000. But still more are needed. 7. Expan-
sion of community programs for the aged
under state and county medical society lead-
ership, These would he broad programs in-
cluding, In addition (o health services, de-
velopment of recreational facilities and joh
oppertunities, and so on 8. Increased atlen-
tion Lo measures almed al prevention, cure
and pehahilitation in the area of mental illness
among the aged. This particular problem,
says the AMA report, * presents a unique
challenge (o the medical profession. . . . The
aged oeeupy a disproportionate number of
beds in mental institutions. Many of these
peaple, are not mentally ill and should not
be languishing in these Institutions which
are serving in too many cases primarily as cus-
todians of the aged."

This broad program cerlainly proves
that the medical profession Is not in any way
indifferent 1o the problems of the elderly—
and that, instead. it is most vitally concerned
with finding the right solutions,

Of Politics

for the future, enacled legislation against the
practice. So, after a ruling by the New Attor-
ney General that the dinner would violate the
law, it was called off and ticket monev re-
turned to about a thousand Bay Staters.

It should be noted that Republicans raised
the question of violdtion of federal law (the
Halch Acl) against Kennedy's gala, but were
ouly laughed at for their presumption. The
GOP is now planning a §500,000 Goldwater
dinner of its own.) This does nol necessarily
prove that the Kennedy administration’s eth-
les are showing. 11 does. so Far as we are con-
cerned, ring an alarm bell over the increasing
cost of running for public office in this coun-
try, meanwhile noting for the vrecord that hare-
Iy anyone is doing anvihing ahout it. in a con-
structive way

Perhaps this is tiresome repetitton, but
the mitlon ought not to deift into a situation
whereby only rich men can afford to run for
high public office. in the states and the fed
eral government, unless they are willing to
accept help from special interests that inferen-
Hally has strings attachod

There is something of a Roman circus at-
mosphere about a lush Washington affair that
attracts 700 persons able and presumably will-
ing to shell out a thousand dollars each for
the privilege of saving "I was there It
vauses us some anxiety, looking toward the
future, but it and similar events will continue
until public opinton vecognizes the potential
risks involved, too
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iries (0 lower
ofr internatiopnl trade,
husinesamen  are | fac
craey  quilt of stite and
income. sales and nse Laxes which
have the same eflect as tarills
o inlerstale oommerce

The aliuse arises when one stule
levits an lncome Lax on the busi-
mess doite within its borders by
mierchants, manulscturers or oth
ar eoncerns located in other states
These out-ol«date businesses also
may bo required ta collect salos

ind bse taves on Uhoir goads sald

i the taxing stote

Forty - seven stales now lovy
one of both of these laxes on
business  originating I other
statos. The total take an these
tiaxes s aver $5 billion a year
from baoth local and out-olstite

srees.

I'hirty - sis states collected $4.5
hillion in  use laxes o 1M
Thirty seven states  collected

£1.2 hillion in mecome Laxes
Business  gripes  agoinst these
tuxes s they spply to interstate
vommerce.  The administrative
cost of complying with a code of
over 100 fal volumes of canflicting
stile tax  laws is  necessurily
great, There §s a duplication of
Laxation by the state in which
eonild pre manuloclured anil e
stales In which they are sold
Companies  doing  interstole
business are faeed with tax o
hility which often leads 1o heavy
assessments for back tsses, in
tegest and penalties. Companies

A man I oused to know some
years ago died in New York re-
cently, and when | asked a mutual
[rignd iwho hoppens 1o be o doc-
tord the couse of death, he an
swered “Secrecy.

This was o most provovative
reply, and I pressed him lo let
down the metical barviers and
explivin what e said. It was veal-
Iv quite simple—and, so the doi-
th adiled, falrly common

The man had had two ablmonts,
one allecting tie Weart and the
nther the bload. He went to sep-
avite ductors lor treatment—and
tid nol tell either doctor aboul the
olher ailment, bechuse he did not
want (o he too severely restricted
m his diet, his work, or his so-
vind il

As a0 rvesull,  the  regimon
preseribed tor one of the aillments
adversely allocted the other. and
e was carried ofl before either of
s physicions koew what w8
happening.

This may seem & blzarre little
Lile, bt it ocei's more alten than
the layman realizes, More than o
century ago, BB Winslow, in
his  book, "Physic and | Physi
vians" winle! “Seorecy s oom
muonly mived up in medical al
fites. Some greal ¢y practition
ers have little closels to Indulge
this leeling of  fanciful  patients
who do nol want Lo he sien by
their fellow  sultoreys.”

Winslow goes on o relate the

| On the Farm
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breaking farm 42 Retinue
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substance M Poetle

18 Communiss contractinn

20 Arthurin lady 55 Medieinal

21 Conjunction aquantity

08 Farm meats
5T Wapiti
nows
1 Rady paris
2 Hodgnpige

22 Veined gem
24 Poker stakn
28 Shred

27 Groek Ietter
A0 Defectively

a2 Karm —

in some ecases are forced o pas
traveling expenses lor inspecturs

from other stales who come 0 (6
audit ir books
Al this trouble may 0 some

cases make small busipess reiuc
tant to ry 1o expand helr oper-
ations ntn other states

A Special House Judictary sub
cummittee on State Taxabon ol
Interstiste Commerce under Rep
Edwin E Willis, D:Lui. las boen
Quietly  invest ny these prae
tiveés for over a vear
sembled  voluminies
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Lrom

fab
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State Taxes Penalize, Hobble Business

all s stites and from Abovsdinds

of business furms all over Lthe

Tiis material o
vged by the tithee’s  stall
under Murriay Drabkin X report
will be muade beture July 1 Then

W

il be up to Chngress (o degiide
what 1o do about the situition
Under the UL, Constitution, Ar
licie 1, Section 8
has the power 1o ¥
stale commerce .
moen now ol oweyver

v Conglives

ulate e

asiiess

that stal

tases interlere with their duing

bisitiess avross state lines and
restrain tratde
Mode tlan 300 Supreme Court

nits

il perhiaps oous
i state conia—huve tried o drow
e line bBelweed whut constilules
s 00 terstate commerce and

& b
what 15 a4 permissibly business
1A%

The Supreme Court has récog-
wized that W is mstitutionally o

capable Of solving this Guestion
as-a hroad national | policy. Bal
e the court held that a

Crazy Quilt of State Taxes
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PROBLEM FOR CONGRESS—Taxing income or imposing use or sales faxes on out-ofs
state business firms his become big business for almost every stale. Newsmap shows
states which tax income, those which have use/sales levies and ones which have both
types. Onlv (hree states—Nebraska, Indiana and New Hampshire—do not have such taxes,
Because interstate commerce is affected, Congress may be called upon to clear up states’

taxing powers in this area.

STRICTLY
PERSONAL

By SYDNEY 1. HARRIS

cise ol the Comie de Vitey, “whe
cattled this myatery so lir as
tomake the slightest indisposi-
Linn @ state seeret ™

UOne day the Count called a sur-
geon to dress o wound in s leg:
and when a similor one broke out
on' the other, he sent for a difter-
ent surgeon, so that the disordered
state of his limbs might not be
known. A cireumstance,” adds
Winslow, "which was the cause of
his death.”

As an lonpie lootnole, (1o o per-
sof who inquired lor the Count
slinttly alter his death, Nis secte-
tary sald, ““He is dead, but he
does not wish it o be known "

The recaleittance of  paticnts
must be cited as one of the ma-
jor factors o the mortality la-
bles. Patients who lie about their
symptoms, who lail to follow in
structions, who pour pllls down
the dram amd toss diets into the
firer, whn think that merely visit-
mg & doctor or holding a pre
suription will magically cure them
—dll these contribute heavily o
ward the total of medical *fall-
Gres."”

Asked about the veception of
e of his comedies on apening
night, Oscar’ Wilde quipped, "The
play was a success, hut the audi
cree wag a fallure  Likew|se
patients van (ail doctors quile a
much s the veverse. for all

thereapy involves a collaboration
of candor
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stale can lax a reasonably apnor.
tioned share of the income [rom
a business whase only activipes
m the state are in furtherusie
ol mterstaly commerce

The court also decided (hy a
state could tax o business whigy
malituled a sales office wiiliy
its horders:

Subsequently,  the  Supreme
Court declined 1o review two cas
cs appenled from  state ooy
which upheld the power of &
1o tax the income of @n out-of-stita
huslness engaged solely in inler
stale  ¢ommercee, even though i
maintained no offices in 1 1 .
slate bt only sent in salesmen
o soliclt busingss

Toe laws of the &7 stales |y
this field pow present a wallys
of confusion. No exemptions sre
mrade for small busioess, In syme
laxes are levied anly if
the manufucturer bas a bragel
plant o the taxing sate, Iy 5
few  states, taxes we levied op
an outpl-sate manulocturer it
e morely advertises in the tay.
ig state, In still other states. i

minufadture: sells  wnly
through local dealers and not di
rectly, there 15 no tax

Taking its first step to clarife
this maae, Congdress in 1950 pussed
its It faw on the subject nn
prohibits  tasation  of  intersiate
commerce if the only activity of
an out-of-state  manufacturer e
merchant is solicitation,

This law also sets vp a con
pressionl study=*now being mnda
hy the Willis committee—in de
termine whether atdditional legjs.
lation s necessary  and  focom.
mond whit it should be.

But Congress may nol acl an
this' before next year — mayhe
alter’ it gets through reforming
US. thx Jaws

slile

stiales

“Relax, We're Following Through
On Your Program!”

Letters To The Editor

Pav Scale

In the Felirary 21, 1943, s
st of the Horald and News was
an article whete the Chamber of

Commerce opposd Senste  hill
Noo 1280 which would reduce the
nimber of hours seirved by five
men from T2 hodrs o 55 Biwrs

per Week

In expressing opposition {o the

bill Mr. Orth Sisemore rei
to a lelter from City  Mar
Rab hyle. in which it was simed

that the eity would be requited

an additional 12 firemen
{

to hire

I vosl to Whe city
§64.000 11 the bill were passed

i like to take excoption

o I statement

supilisd to o

i Lotnmetee by Uiy

¢ Bob Kyle 1. dan't Know
i) as t salary i
1+ iremen 1

silary i Lt

month would only be  £53.060
e AVear, bot to bong the e
gepartment  up fu
this Senate Bill No, 12
would only require h |

additional  firer (' !
al K5 per m i n ver
eost of snly K30 w0
Ve the Jow starting salat
LW per monlh,  foe wr lirst
MIE NOIFS I8 sik y  k scale
of pay, | doubt v much that
e CHY <™ () i aove
weded liremen at the fow waz
ol alone Hwing o 12 firen
i s
t L] aned | "
r e Chamber T
thirl thmas

sl continuee 10 work a Thour
week is out of reason. not to Uie
bBest mterest W i eIty oy propers
v ounels

A o miember of the Klamath

County Taxpayers League, [ hive
mide a six-month dv of ajr
City tie department. and the of-
Howent way it s run, and some
ol these Diremen have up v @
years of service, they are skilled
in thewr work, and have the Knnw-
how 1o fight any lire. and to save

N persons gre Wapped in
burtung buildings Now how lone
AN hese men contunie 0 go on
Wi ke 72 wlire per week at such

Py wilhogtl gelting
CVRING empiaviment

hen if we had a
b Hee depaitment, and
in answer the call to

Loaing ol g

p Chamber of Commerey

A el just as poowd as | do

remen, and
12 o make setls 0w them
swnid ook to their weliare anil
v everythine their power
frove the N LY
W hour
R 1 &
N: Ekin Ave
Disagrees
The o Pt e T}i'. L

News™ column of the Herald and
News ol Feh, 3 lauded the cals
temen as people that ask for of
give ‘no guartey. So that must
make them great people.

The article. however, is al it
I' think the cattlemen
have a very strong lohby in Was!
ingtan and spend & ol of monev

r lalie

o further their ends. Not onld
that, These people take up a ot
ol time of mir poblie servatits

SUER as ooumy extension service

emploves whiy are pandd by the

I made a trip around the small
water impoundments last yea
and  lound seattered all
over in spoonsful and not a trace
of any birds or small game. Noth.
mg but cattle and poison. All this,
no doubt, [y hed by county ex
lonston setvices and scattered by
It people

[aisen

vip doutd my word, look for

've seen it in Monlana,
Wyoming and other West
o states. [U's all over {he grass,
and in some places Is down to

e Cross

ol s

I am nol trying to condemn the
ciltle pesple. What | am tryimg
I hring oat is that they are not
the haly of holies. but just people,
A they are just as greedy as the
rest of us—the spirit of | get
mine and if there's anvthing lelt
You onn have 1=bit remember
I come firs

fshun e
Box 341
Kiamath Fall




