- Federal Power Commission's 'Timid' Approach Rapped i .

WASHINGTON (UPI'— Faderallh

Power  Commissioner  Howard
Morgan said Wednesday that there |
were oecasions wh the Yoimmi
sion relused to investigale & sl
uation because it felt 1t “would
disturb Industyy !

Morgun, who hued differed with

his colleagues and had kot
President RKennedy nol (o re-|
appoint him  in June, disctssed |
the workings of the commission
in a sometimes heated hearing be-
{ore & House commerce investigal
ing subcommitiee

Rep. Jobn B, Bennett, R-Mich
questioned Morgan sharply on o
letter the commissioner wrote to|
Kennedy Jun. 23, He asked Mot
gdn 10 give an example of his
phirase: “'Ordinary men vield (o
quickly o the present day drge
toward donlarmily, tim

personal  security,”  Morgan re-|t

plledd '

“When in & commission moeet
ing the statorment is made that|
we must not investighte a situas|
tion because It could disturh in
dustry, . .and  that  statement i-I
ucted upon, [ would say (s is
an exumple of what 1 was talk-
Ing about."

Clles Some Cases
Morgnn said such a poliey wis
follawed in cases invelving Lhe

Idahn Power Co, and the Papiflc |

intertie
The Pacific intertie deals with
the tie-in of power lines to carry

surplus Pacific Northwest power | 2 @

tn California  markets. Federal{

construction of sueh an intertie |

lias heen recommended by the Tn.
tertor Department while private
power companies want to build

such a connecting  power line|i

themselves. 3
Morgan, under questioning by |
Rennelt and Chairman Oren Har- |}

ris, D-Ark., agreed hat the “de- ||
terioration' in the adminlstration|s

ol regulatory laws sinee World
War 11 had been “halted" and|!
thal a visible improvement was ||
oW elear, |

Bennett aceused Morgan of tell-|
ing Kennedy that other members
of the commission wers “a hunch
of low-level v, timid peopld” and
were "dolng a danged poor Job,"”

Morgan denied this and repeat.
o)y refused 1o comment on other
members.

“This witness {5 being ovasive,"

Bennett sald, *'1 don't think he's|®

bemg frank with us, 1 don't think|
Civil Defense
Draws Support

WASHINGTON (UPlY — Rep,
Hobeet B Duncan, 12:0r¢., has
urged the Oregon Legislature to
strengthen the civil defense pro.
gram rather than abandon it

The plea was enade in a letler
tn House Speaker Clarence Bur.

ton and released by Duncan’s af- ||

[

Dungan, former House speaker, |

spdd S perlect protection” was not
possible but that elforts should be|
made (o provide as much prolec-|
Lian agains IIII:'Ii':lr War as pog-
sihle I
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Bennelt also charged that Mor | FPC administrative process
gan was “'giving the commliites| He said his reasons for wis
the same kind of gobbledvgook hello leave the commisaion were
gave the Pregdent clearly visible” in his lone dis.
senls Lo commission declsions

In Its sharply worded dissents

1e

i the Bonneville Power Ads
peared to be non-contfoversial and | productlon of electricity, he sald. . Morgan's dissent sald the dam|ministration extends its market-|}
A “run-pl-the-mill” declsion but|As & resull, be sald iy |

that It had been lssued without!should have been made whether

woposal should have been Inves-[ing urea,” be said, “no one can !
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