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The Nut At The Wheel

A conmon plirase today in news aceounts
15 "the car went out

of automobile accidents
of eontrol”

Newspapers resorl 1o it partly because
the exacl circumstances are often f{ar from
clear, and partly because to say “the driver
lost control” is to open the way for possible

suit,

In one sense it is too bad this is deemerl
necessary. Ior lhe effect of the vague lan-
Buage is lo suggest thal automobiles have
wills of their own and in certain situations
Just take over and cause accidents.
of course, this is true. Steer-
ing mechanisms hreak. Brakes [ail. Blowouls
aveur, Hoods [y up, blocking the driver's

Sometimes,

view.

In relatively few serious accidents, how-
ever, s mechanical failure responsible. Where
the human factor is usually in-

control is lost,
volved

The Transportation Instilute at the Uni-
studied driving be-
hiavior to cast light on this prohlem.

Bruce Greenshields, the institute’s assist
ant director, reported on the latest of these
studies in a paper Tor the Highway Research
Board meeting in Washington.

“drivameter and
researchers gauged
vehicle motions and traffic
A limile course offering varied
conditions, from business streets to express-

versity of Michigan has

Using a device called a
traffic evenis recorder.”
driver aclions,
sitnations.

Ways, wis used

Then the rescarchers sought out,
the ail of stale officials and insurance com
high-aveident drivers and those with
i lnru, list of seripus traffic violalions,

panics,

eraged 3

The advanve guess of the experimenters
wis that the behavior patterns of the vielators
and causes of accidents would show
similarities—but waould contrast sharply with
the performance of acknowledged frouhle-
free drivers (driver trainers were used),

The extensive tests bore this notion out
Comparisons indicated that high-i
ers changed speed nearly twice as often as
trainers, moved the steering wheel ahout twice
as much, applied the brakes 50 per cenl more
frequently, altered direction roughly 25 per
cent more often,

Altogether, it was found thal dyiver ac-
tions (steering wheel, accelerator. hrakel av-
77 for the Lrainers bul averaged 707

ANy

ident driv-

Tor the high-accident drivers.

Further comparisons showed that the lat-
ler group's patlerns are most like those of
high school or heginning drivers.

Researchers condluded, too, thal steering

wheel movement was the most sensitive meas-
ire of difference between good drivers and
the aecident-prone

In this study the sample was small. It
constitutes just & beginning. Many factors are
involved in moving the wheel too often. Rad

distance judpgment, for instance, may require

vorile —
wheel.

constant corrections of pogition. So may chron
i¢ inatlention. Or that greal summertime fo-
- wrist or lwo fihger

"eantrol” of the

The institute's experiments are an en-

couraging step lorward. We are getting away

with

THESE DAYS .

from the idea that the steering wheel is a
kind of automatic pilol that somehow must
hear responsibility for much of the carnage
which aceurs on the streols antd highways

The Toothless Congress

By JOHN CHAMBERLAIN

Sen. Barry Goldwator has i
dicated (hat He may be willing 10
seek the Republican  nomination
for the Fresidency if enough sup:
port malecihlites in (the next yeu
of doc Bl iF he is sttually mak
Ing a piteh for the privilege of
lentling his purly as a Preosidential
candidate in the elfort o unseal
the Kennedy Adminbsaration, he is
wotng I8 @ most  parisdoxical
way, by Knecking all the teaditbon
Al implied powers of the Pres
dential of ey

Senntor Goldwater pidd his dis
revpect Lo e duetgine of the

tromg" exednl in a litthe-no
ticedd speech ¢ red recently
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helorn the Air War Callege ol
Muaxwell Alr Base, Montgomery
Ala, The speech was superficia
Iy notewoithy in that Goldwater
I eriticizing  President Kennedy
for i serios of “tiny coup &'etats™”
whith are reshaping the federal
system into o “lopsided monster”
that I8 victually “all exeeulive,’
served potiee  that he  himsell
woild, If elected, endeavor o he &
“oonstitutionnl” Presdent. Bul
of deeper import was Galdwater s
implied accusation thiat the 1S
Semale cannot be an ellective
Wy maker in an oape that e
mineds expertise an the bakls lor
impogtant palitical decision
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““Never Mind What | Said, Jackie,
You're Spending Too Much Money"
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Uhaesiion o the new fuilural

tils i palities: 11 the Demo
j¢ denkey Is mow the Mona
Piwa, will the rlephant breome

Lebning Toawer al Mhaa®

By PETER EDSON
Washington Correspondent
Newspaper Enterprise Assn,
WASHINGTON (NEA) — A
previesw of 1964 presidential elec
thin campalgn stralegy
was given o ahout 180 Depw-
cratic National Committee mem-
bers and state chitirmen al thels
Washington  clambake 'to cele-
lirate the second anniversary. of
the Kennedy inauguial
“We have oo acknow ledged can:
ditdate for the top office.” sl
White House political adviser P
Kenneth O'Donnell, in upening up

four doys of medivine - making
with thee party chiels
Thoy  all Jeughed  politely
Bul  Minnesola  Sea Hubert

Humphrey, majority whip and o
cantdidate for chairman of the 5en:
wle Campalgn Committea (or tie
noxl two years, came pight out
with ol

The spotlight for 19ed 5 on
the Prosident of the United State:
Gin hack home and tell your
canddidptes for Congress they are
the luckiest in the world.” Humph
ey advised the state Democratic
leaders. “They will be standing
shoilder to shoulder with ¢t h e
President of the Uniled States™

That would make coattail riding
the major sspe lor them

“The President has presented
nooprogram  tn bring prosperily
to the United Stites,” Hum-
phirey contined

YHe tells us there's gotg 1 e
tefieit financing, He has laken the
cillivilated of defi<it Onane
g to put thie contry on the roatd

ik

b v

IF thiat b= inilead the Demibotitie
policy line for the 1% campaign

the ghovification of delicil finmm
ng—it Is probably the best e
the GOP has

Ever sinee Treasry &
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il the Dem-
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L sERe,
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ring
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thing he asks
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WASHINGTON

Trouble
Student

term  congrossional elections of
that vear

The promised %10 billion tax
cut, spread aver the next three
vears, would not be fully ‘elfec-
tivee ‘before 1967, The prosperity
andeconomie growth the tax eot
is supposed 1o generate—with lax
receipls higher than government
expenditures and the hiddget bals
ancod—won't be fully eltective be-
fore 1067

Dillon went even further in pres
dicting that v might not he pos-
gibile 1t get relotively il em-
ployment before 1067, with on.
employment down to 4 per cenl
of the labor force

Democeatic leoders admil that
it unemployment s still aver 5
por cent i 1t witl not be a
help to the President’s  campaign
lon re-election

Cynies i Wastungton  aiveindy
hawe observed  that the U8
ceonomy really deve alo
Hoe, o might make Keonedy a
wiwkl - candidate  for the  pres.
tency in 1963 but not 1m3

And Dillon, who with his wile
gave o tolal of S4550 0 Re
publiean political: or lZnioms m
the 190 presiden 0n eam
fris n "I.l‘ Ill'l‘[l ekt 1 I(".iIlIu:_L'
m the vole: of o GO fiith oo
umpist teying 1o sabologe the
Pemoerstic administration

But all the speeches thrown at
the Demorratic stale leaders in
their Washington meeting made
the No. 1 issue (or 196 -Kemnedy
the man and the leader

KFar the next two years e
must stpport the President,” saud
Theodore, . Soronsen, s No
1 onide and phief counse! in o the
White House, “He'll stie up. ¢on
Lroversy Sorensen.  sdmitted
YHe'll be emiticized, He 5 eps

Ml isstes

1 Berlin, m i
pois testing, selling farm produnts
abroad, edvcation, for moving oo
fast or ton slow on transporta-
relorm
< tawes and has
fiks own ddeds on what 1o do. But

b, copservition or Lo

Fvervone

the President’s tax Wl is osson-
tial, The President stands for o
puvigram  that will moave the
5 I, and s musl sup-
it him

That tn be the Dembs
i
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