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Klamath Doctor Spanned Nation
By Air In Historic Army ‘First’

By RUTH KRING

Lerod the air rails he helped|with 75 pounds of Hershey har

A newspaper elipping revealed way back | guve him & Jiltle tide

Three thousond miles across the|to blaze, mony of them flown to-|bullion cubes. malted milk tabletsjihat the Tight was o roce a teainjand he was protty sick, bit due
Americon continent in an arplaneday his hopes for insuring{and other forms of con ed lood [eastward, il the film arrives inlmost 1o the ‘bumps”  than the
in 30 hours was a feat 4 vears [safety {or fliers to come food 10 be used i event | Washington by air, sooter than|stunis 1 think "
ago that newspspers ucross the| i is an inspinng record of ac sh.’ the train, then a new brand of We [léw from' Kingman t Tuc-
mation heralded as “man’s great:|complishments and hopes and suitcase  contained  also, |postman will hove been created.” [son, in 128 minutes, a distanee ol
est conguest of the air.* It was|youthful eagerness, written by Lt |recorded the future Dr. Rugh| The planes would return to]265 miles ™
as thriliing an accomplishment lor (Charles: Hugh, who loved to fly|["a small bottle of wim apd home base In Octobor The depths of Graml Canvon
thase who participated as has 'r',m‘a||\\hn-n e was returned to civilianjor.” also to be wsed only in a] The DeHavilands were molored |were a [nscinat adventure 1o
the 20th Century exploration by [status: In ht he d !'r.'u".llhnu'1-|l.:i1 sert orash with 425 horsepower Liberty en-|the young airman ( les Rugh,
man pf outer space everything was earthy | Phe “eream of the crop,” wrote|gines. They bad a ecruising speed|who made the historie Might, the

A Tormer Klomath Falls physi-the said so in his caretully kept |a newapaper reporter in San Fran: fof 100 - 102 miles per hour first ever atempted, to explore
cian and surgeon, the late Dr.lchromicle ci=eo on a day i 1918, woold take; Lt Charles V. RMugh was at|the atr curronts, 2,000 foet below
Charles V. Rugh, who practioed we first v was in Novem-|part in the first cross counlsy {the controls on one of the planes, [the rim, along a streteh north of
heve for muny years, played ao(ber, 1818 m | Elltngton  Field, [fight, a f plane o stimu-ta piiol af 22, He was accompa-|the Hualapul Indian Rescrvation
important part ot only dn thelTex., of a thight to Detroit, Mich, {late recruiting in World War 1 fnied by Li Eric Nelson who had [where “aie bumps in the canvon,
first planned coast to copst flight |when flying above fog as one inf{to map the best air routes (o r|llown with him in acrobatic ap-[not far sbove the water ‘;..4”.
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by the United States Army but|a squadron of four DeHaviland's mail

in the first teip thot man and{le fell behind beeause of n brok-

possible
years: and to

& in future |pesrances when they flew so low

publie | they scared pigeons from the roof
travel [

encountered, but
oul difficulty.

were met withe

plane took down the canyon of |en shutler wire and, “landing bylin the possibliities of air lups “Wonderful moving  pictures
the Colorado, the colorful, awe-|instinet.* he crashed at 200font| Deadline for the famous effort| Flight arders were for a maxi-[were seeured by L Lewwn, Un-
sotne rif the enrth’s sutlace inl into trees. Neither he|was set far July 10 There swould mum altitude of 12000 feet and |chartered |‘|.'Iul“«- in the canyon
Arizona, the Grand Cunyon [nor his photographer - passenger{be four DeHaviland hattleplanes {“plesty of topographic maps." |were recorded ™ I
Dr. Charles Rugh loved (he ‘ur.!'-h‘r\‘ injured. With a new ship they [manned by expert aviators who{that would give the povernment| “The river was like a peneil.
so much so, that in the service|contined would visit most of the great cit-|“relinble data on how the mail|lt was mamificent.” wrole the
ol his country during World War| The fog persisted. he was fly-lles of Ametica, starting on the|should go fliers
1, he recorded, duy by day infing by compuss, spotted a town|West Coast, headed for Washing-| There would he a side trip to| “'We spiraled down inside the
handwriting, in ik, in o lined|and polled & “bradie,” he weites [lon, 1.C, with photographers and [the Grand Canvon walls and turned around. There

f role of [ilm {rom Mary Pick-

lorid, Iinl-i_\'\\-md muotion pictire
shiir, destined for Prosident Wood

ledper and by olher references, | The fleld that he saw was rot the
the happenings of thal period of [field bhe expected and a4 beadon
hie life . the disappointmunts, [with & ditch tumbled him turtle

In his legible, firm hand, 1A
Rugh wrote, 1 made an exhibi-
tion flight for them at Kingman,

were no landing places mside the
walls and the Cofornde River
would be no place to tloal, even

the successes, the thrill of flight o upside down, Again nojeow Wilson aboard doing some fall-offs and two tail|with a hydroplane.™

as a pilot his passion forjin g The film was Liberty Loan prap-|spins. They were delighted with it] The  DeHaviland  with 1t

the DHis he few + his réspect | While be evaliated the damage|aganda for the [ifth Liberty Loan {and | was glod to do it for them.|Rugh at the controls. “fiew so

for his fellow aviators . his[to his. cralt, his photographer [Drive, now forgotten, even by|l flew Lewyn, who came from[steadily, 2,000 feet down inside rapher removed his strap,. slood
mislortunes . the joy of justjerawled, unharmed féom the|most of those who lived during|Los Angeles, over the Grand Canelthe walls"* according 1o a Ring- upright in the rear seat and took
being aloft, above earth. unfel-lwreck, pulling a sultcase loaded|those desperate years voi lor some movies of it. On the|lman reporter, “that the photog- i ;

many views, The lime was ane
hour andl 50 minules.” The first
trip ever made by man in a plane
Ineide the canvon walls had been
suecedsiul
The four Deflavilands and their
crews thrilled speclators at cily
after city . . . they flew over the
Rockies, close enough Lo get a
godel look at the snow , , . saw
Catlshad Caverns, swooped down
over Sall Lake,” graduslly drop
ping down untll the pury and
throb of their preal molors, &
newspaper  mon's  desceription)
sint tholsands of eyes skyward)"
They picked up a small ship-
|ment of pold 1$108501) st Den-
ver, the first shipment ol money
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He flaw it inside the Grand Canyon, defying danger, and came out
without a scratch, It took him 105 minutes to fly 287 miles from King-
starming tour of thousands of miles, planned by the Army to stir up | man, Arir., near the canyon rim o Tucsen, In Rugh's diaries, he
inferest in the Fifth Liberty Loan campaign, fo enlist new recruits for | never mentioned fear of failure, only his belief in success. He never
the services and to map the ground below. Its ultimate end is not known, | lost his love of streaking across the skies.
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FAMOUS AIRCRAFT — This is ths DeMaviland that adventurous Lt. |
Charles V. Rugh, who helped pioneer the airways, flew on the barn.

of ‘business west of the Mississip-
i they carried passengers
mvor Sall Lake City and “scared
the wits™ out of the popalice by
ropping Like a rock lrom 2,000
1o 20 feet above the streels

1%

I iy

15 mules | ro m|Copeo sub-station Fridav, Jay
was down

GEORGE

ALOTRICD ativn py downlow the Big Bend Dum where Lhe

Fulls Lt was lold the water in the gorge in the moming so 1ve-outed walér I piped  down

el these  slories n [ wirg for an ofd Eskimols the fi=h st  prime i
I exy 1o fories  da ll It was harg Aor an old Eskimao|and I. ishing should be prime doctibed Yo wrall for the Tnidafter the  hill Tnts tie: Bexoratons
warm'' the of  theirllike me to believe in the myst-{l didn't need much  encournges

il i . 3 goon sun hefore | stactel downl 1 could cover more  waler
they've been havi bones aml it virt hackleal art of catching troul i mid-|ment + the Hill bal e i el . , et od
tion hesitatingly ths 1o the D State thev'll hang |winter, but it tixik ooe Lrip The worms were alroady in the|Yver the fHE Do iy the Big Bend) o ”_"" point Lalong Lhe lower ro
e in to the Kiatnath o make me a be-fcon  and  my outfit [um jn the west side of the river! and
B it mav, we in Ore-| ever Wik reddy o alot I When the time came | rigged uplgiving the winter fishing eapet-

» Unifue expericoee| 1w | anglers tiat|about catching  win:{with two BR sie spiit shot andiment o more adequate test
the rare combivation of| frout ght sl winter|ler had to be verifled or d pelied|two small striped worms (from| My lirst cast netled & large
weather, an open (rout sedin the river » witer condi-lonce and for all and S rgj"_\-ii_‘ilnurn::u I believe I've hadjrock, Strugele as | did to land
3 iy £ o aching to|tons wer right | called tbe|looked like the dsy Lo do it {equal sucoess with nignt whers|it, the only resull was a lost rig
: hoth types can b pur 111 was warned about losing a ot

goods stores. (of rigs and luces and had come
and quite] prepared

war hoed 1o bellevel  The night before T rigged up a
this wasn't just a normal fishing/dozen six-pound test leaders with
nuting in the middle of the spring  hooks and sinkers attached and
The river ab the point 1 entered, | just stuck the hotks in a large
| Just mbout hall the size as it isjcork so T wouldn't waste a lot
|ut Keno of a couple of miles be-lof time alfter T Just o rig on that

lin the local sporting

The waler wan low

nnd It
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ACROBATIC RAINBOWS — Tha rainbows between the

!

THESE TOO WERE FIRSTS — Astronaut John Glenn
was no more a hero when he circled the sarth in space
than wera the men who made the first flight across the
United States from West to East and who first coursed
the winding way of the Grand Canyon of the Colorade.
Among them was a former Klamath Falls man, young
and eager for adventure, the late Dr. Charles V. Rugh,

by airpliang in the regular course
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center rear, then a lieutenant in the United States Alf
Force. The crow flew a Los Angeles - malle film, across
the continent toe Washington, D.C., from Loz Angsles to
help premota the Fifth Liberty Loan drive during World
War |. Motion picture actress Mary Pickford bade them
bon voyage.

Tha Tour DeHavilunds and their
crews nover reached the Atlantic.
They had enlisted an average of
eight men a day during thelr
barnstorming tour of two months.
‘They (ound the people everywhera
“wild about airplanes. They
picked out sites for good fields.
They mapped the ground below
wd covered the major cities of
the West, the Southwest and some
of the Central stutes, They had
beatea an electrical  starm: to
wafety, tried out every maneuver
that @ winged, molored cralt

Here is what they had accome
plished.

They had traveled 6,000 miles
without a single loss, They went lo
places where o airplane had
ever been seen before, performed
tashs thal aviators had never at-
tempted . . . they were the first
fliers to eross the Continental Di.
vide in the Rocky Mountains,
they carried the first Pacilic aor-
il mayl from San Francisco o
sacraments . . . they "pounded
oul™ the firal nowspaper story
than 100 miles an hour, and the|ever writen in a Alying plm‘i could accomplish,
structure would swoosh by," Uiy . they carried the first han Belore they completed the cyele
from &  passenger - who “would |clearings from one city to anoth-loriginally planned, the federal
bo forever prowd. | rode with|er, more than $108,000 from Of:| goyermment endod  recrultment
Lt Ruogh” den to Salt Lake City, Utah . . fand the crews of the [amous

The film from the movie center |they carried the first shipment ol |planes returned 0 home base in
of the world, Los Angeles, was|gold dust out of Colorado in an)Texas,
delivered, L1, Rugh's record does |alrplane . . . they covered more| ‘They knew to the man, that they
nat reveal hew, The fliers of [mileage without an accident than had ploneered a new era but It
those four DeHavilands swon ap- | had ever been covered belore . . [look an aged Arizona Indlan to
pliise anid fame. Two months [they bhad made an average flying [sum up what many thought and
from starting titne i July they |showing of 100 miles an bour for [didn't say.," “"Humph! Roads
were relurmed o Ellingsan Ficld. 6,000 miles muddy. Automobile fly,”

They New the Great Divide, the
first time In history . . . by then
they were the “army flying
cireus’ . . . Lt Rugh' had won
the nickname "Jazz™ as the most
daring acrobat of the [lying dare-
devils ., . he played tag with
death between city skyscrapers
. . he way “Jaze King of the
Alr recognited as the most daring
and spectacular stunt flyer ever
tratned ot Ellington Field,"

raight as an arrow bhe [low
for tall buildings, and then there
was b veer lo the side, al more

the balt close to the boltom. 1t
you don't lose a couple of rigs
you're probably not fishing right.

Some of the local boys buy doz-
ens of the less expensive spoons
and put their own treble hooks
on them. The original hooks on
the cheap lures apparently
aren't adequate enough ta hold
the larger fish,

Catching fish so big that they
stralghton out the hooks! This Is u
problem? I'm sure most [isher-
men wish it were their problem.
1 know 1 wouldn't find it hard
lo live with,

Mayhe It lsn't just o fish tale
though, 1 thought mid-January
{reut fishing was & myth a few
weeks ago, Maybe 1'll become a
big fish believer soon too,

missed no lesa than a dozen fish
I o hall howr,

The Klumath rainbows weren'l
as big ax U'd expected (1 took
home a pair of 13 - inchers and
o pair of 10-inchers), but 1 was
well satisfied with the results,

Most of the fishermen 1 Know
fish the big water near Keno and
below the generators down to the
California state line. The pools
there are much larger and appar-
ently so are the fish.

Now that I'm @ believer I'll be
leading for the bigger waler my-
sell. On the next trip Y11 fish
exclusively with spoons 1o sea il
I can ralse ono of those 20-inchers
| Iwar so much about.

The best method, whether it's
with lures or worms, is to keep

rock infested bottom. 1t worked
fine ! estimated just right
because ot nightlall 1 found the
cork was emply. 1L would have
been a little expensive if T had
beent losing 95 cenl Jures

I fished several pools hard with
aut a nibble and 1 was rapidly
becoming o doubter, but al 3:90
“soup's on” down i the teep
because the fur slarted o Ny, |
found out in a hurey thit whal
I thought were a week's supply
of worms weren't goingd to last
me the day

I Tished no more than 190 yards
nlter they began to bite and
caught Tour fish belore i start
ed o got dark. 1 was so aston.
ished by the faxt action that 1

and
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Big Band Dam and the gan. | NET REVEALS OPTIMISM — | was expocting larger fish
| after the tales I'd baen hearing from local anglers. It

meting down the hill barral

THOSE HAZARDOUS ROCKS — Care iy the watehword

on thowe trout fishing trips down in the Klamath River

gotge. Reck-hopping along the river can caule a nesty unger the rocks the tive
fali er & 1orained ankle and the climb up and down the | krow, these D
stoep hill Isn't & snap. A misstep could s8nd you plum. | enes

fathion, The racks, howaver,

arn & qood source of bait I'm teld, Hellgrammites abound

r and a5 most frout anglens

absen fly larva are dynamite on the big

arators seem to spend more time aut of the water than in it after they feel the barb
of the hook. Fith over |2 inchas can be real sporty on light aquipment when they have
the get up and go these fish displayed. The Kiamath River is vaid to ke one of the
mast Iartile vivers in the country and thess fish really proved they were healthy
ipecimant

was a litthe embarrassing netting a 10-incher in a net
that could handle a 10.pound treut, Next time I'll head
for the big water in hepes of bigger fish. This was the

firsh fish of the mid.winfer axpariment and small or net,
| was quite ploased.
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Mild Winter Delights Klamath River Fisherman




