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Right Votes, Wrong Places

The Republicans knew something was
sadly wrong when, in the 1062 elections,
they piled up 48 per cent of the total vole
for U.S. House members but got just 40 per
tent of the seats. Now they think they have the

answer: had districting.

If voles and seats were malched al 40
per cenl, the GOP today would have 200
house seals instead of the 176 they won,

(GOP researchers, seeking the reason
they did not gel those extra 33 plices, took
a hard look at congressional apportionment,
nationwide. In a study now heing privately cir-
culated to governors, legisiators and party of-

ffeials, they coneluded that:

A great deal of Republican strength is
concentrated in aversized districts. Such dis-
tricts are defined as those which have at least
15 per cent more population than each dis
trict would have if all within a state were

equal in population,

The elfect of oversize, of course, is oflen
to give the winning party a far bigger cushion
of votes than it has any use for. These show
up in the total vote—hut do not add seats. 1T
some af the “extra’ population were placed
in a nearby district, it might give the party

another seal.

Of the oversized districts in the nation,
Republicans won 41, Democrats 44
seems to put the Democrats in an even worse
fix, but it is only part of the story. The hal-
ancing evidence is thal the Demoerats cap-
tured 64 s=als in undersized districts, while
the GOP won only 21 in such areas. Thao
undersized naturally, are those which fall 15

per cent or more below the optimum size.

The party that wins most in the under-
sized districts obviously makes its voles count
for more in seats. In the 88th Congress, one
of every four Democrats but onky vne of every
nine Republicans represents an  undersized
distriet.

In contrast, one of every four Republican
lawmakers bhut one of every six® Democrals
represents an oversized district.

GOP studies show that 58 of 97 seals in
the Old South fleaving out nine at-large posts))
are either too large or too small to be rated
fairly apportioned. Though Republicans in-
creased their southern vote mightily in 1062
they won just 11 of the 87 districted seats
for a nel gain of four

Most of the too-fal distriets, sav the Re
publicans, are not hig dity areas hul are either
i mediumesized cities or in the badly under-
represented suburbs, coast Lo coast

Th net effect of this study s to urge
upon GOP leaders evervwhere a new. com:
prehensive effort to achieyve more equitable
vongiressional apportionment, which might in
turn yield a hetter party ratio of seals 1o voles

The growth of the suburbs makes the maf-
ter reasonably urgent for fhe Republicans,
for they count on building new strength
there,

Yet many of the nation’s 85 undersized
districts are today represented by powerfully

entrenched figures wha pack great weight in

their home states, One cannol imagine that
they will give ground easilv to changes that

would mike their arcas more competitive.

Proposed Constitution

(Medford Mail - Tribune)

The final report of the Oregon Constitu-
fion Revision Commission has heen completed
and printed. Some 3.000 copies are now heing
distributed, Free single copies are available
ta anyone requesting one from the Commis
sion’s office, Room 300, Capitol Building, Sa

lem; Oro

Il is the commission's hope that il will
be widely read and studied Foronly if enough
people take an active inforest in the proposed
new document will it have any chance for pas-

sage.

Copies of the report have hegn sent to
glreudl and district judges public and private
librartes, department heads, county offices

THESE DAYS . ..

schoal libraries, 1o the stale libraries, gover

nors and supreme courts of the 50 stales, and
Lo tajor universities

The report not only coitaing the text of
Lhe praposed new Conptitition: it also includes
explanatory matter approved by the 17-mem
bor commission to give (ks thinking cancorn
ing the various changes, why they were made
and what eflect they would have

The commission was nal unanimoysly in
favor of all the changes, but was nearunani:
mous i recommending the decument as
good one, worthy of serious consideration

We suggest that it receive study by all
those interested in offective stale government
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By RALPH de TOLEDAND
Conservatives  in Washinglon
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By PETER EDSON
Washington Correspondent

Newspaper Enterprise Assn,

WASHINGTON (NEA' — Presi-
dent  Kennedy's budget message
to Congress may Wipe out miich
of the favorable reaction he got
from  business and even some
Republicans on his State of the
Union Message.

That first message. in general
terms, promised a tax cut, redue.
tion of governmeni expenses olh-
er than for national defense, 5 }
research and fxed interest eb .
o5 o the debt. 1L also promised
n redoction o government per-
sunpel and the substitutlon o pri-
ville eredit for some gavernment
linanting

The State of the Unlon Mes
sage refected massive increases
in federal spending and tempor-
ary tax cutx. 1t lurned thumbs
down in the interesls of economy
on many “desicable” new prof
eets that would have cosl 57 Wi
Hon to 8 billion more. 1 was o
motlerale, concllistory progpram
with optimiktic outlsok

The hudgel message puls most
of this hack where it was

It will be ne ry Lo wall on
the special Lax message schoduled
for Jan, 24 o get all the bad
news. Bul the outlook now is [or
a lotgy hard, uphill pull. 10 will
take four years tn schieve any
ting like a halanted budget and
full employment

This assumes that Congress ap
priwves all the proposed adminis
tration reforms, that they work
as planned and that there is e
recossion or war n ‘l'l(‘ medin
time o gum up the works
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EDSON IN WASHINGTON . . .
Budget Is A Natural
For Wrecking Crew

o5 are nol allowed o' go any
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If the Kennedy tax ¢t and re-
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