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Keep Your Distance

If you drive a car 12,000 miles a year,
which is a fairly average number, the chances
are 1 in 3 that you will be involved in an ac-
vident, They are 1 in 35 thal you or another
person will be injured, and 1 in 1,300 that

someone will be killed.

Fully 13 per cent of the time, these deaths
or Injuries or bruised fenders will resultl from
the widespread prictice of tailgating—Tfollow-
ing the car ahead too closely. As a cause of
acoidents this is second only to speeding or

failure to yield the right of way.

The figures come from a source that
ought to know, the Association of Casualty
and Surety Companies, whose members base
their rates on the accuracy of such statistics.

With the growing congestion of ordinary
traffic, the rear-end collision is certain to be-
come more and more common, unless motor-

ists generally change their practices.

The brakes on a modern car are marve-

lously eifective and the distance required 1o
stop a car traveling at different speeds can
be calculated to the fraclion of an inch. The
imperfect element is the driver; no matter
how fast his reactions may be, he cannol heat

the physics of mass times velocity.

The standird rule of thumb is to allow
one car length between the car ahead for
every 10 miles an hour of speed.

The standard ohjection is thal every car
length ahead will be filled by another car.

In bumperdo-humper city traffic, this
probahly cannot be avoided. The insurance ex-
perts thus advise drivers to make the best of
the situation: Allow as much margin as you
can withoul templing other cars to squeeze
in front of you.

Combined with that, drivers should:

* Be alerl to everything that goes on
around them, especially to changes in the
traffic pattern.

* Avoid sudden, unexpected moves that
may confuse the fellow hehind.

* Use signals when slowing down or
changing lanes;

* Above all, when in douht, acl. The time
to begin braking is when the line of cars sev-
eral lengths ahead slows down Don't take
your cue just from the car immediately ahead.

“Togetherness” is a great thing, but not
on the highway.

The Tumult And The Shouting

(The Christian Science Monitor)

Ralph McGill, columnist and publisher
of the Aflanta Constitution, has put his finger
on an important and disturbing Index of the
times in American life.

A town in southern Ohio—which may as
well be nameless here, since there are many
like it—has collected $10,000 to send its high
school band to march (with 200 other hands)
in a foothall parade in Miami. Yet the high
school s in danger of losing its acereditation
hecause the library is below minimum state
standards, a third of the teachers are unquali-
fied for the subjects they teach, and the town
shows no interest in raising the tax levy to
remedy these situations.

Just what is it that Americans value? On
one hand, two hours of noise and color; on the
other, unbought books that would feed the

minds of pupils for years.

At a more advaneed level of American ed-

ucation, college administralors, according to
an article in Forfune magazine (hy a former
Big Ten football player), are asking whether
college football has not become in many cases
a losing business,

Finding that It costs upward of $§400,000
a year to field a “big time" varsity team,
some universities suspect that this has hecoma
a financial drain rather than an aid to the
financing of other sports. Lesser colleges,
says the author, are moving back to “ama-
teur football” and finding it “still a fairly
rousing game,"

Of the two areas, high school and college,
probably overemphasis on sports (and bands
as an adjunect) is more widespread at the high
school level, Where the attention paid to
amusement is at the cost of educational
standards, American parenls and taxpayers
are failing to equip their children for the
world ahead

To A Neighbor

(Tulsa Tribune)

Save a dismaying headshake for Missouri.

A federal court up there just upheld the
state's 136.vear-old Sunday closing law. Be-
ginning at once stores may sell cigarettes and
gasoline Sundgy but not baby bottles and dia-
pers. The weather may turn cold overnight,
but a clothier may not sell a shivering friend
a sweater, The druggist, however, may sell
him medicine, . . .

All this confusion is designed to compel
Missourians to take a particular day of rest
a week—on the golf course, at the bridge
table or fishing, we presume. It must come on
Sunday, because the law, the federal judge
said, pinpointed that “as a day of rest in a

THESE DAYS . .

Christian society.” If any Missourian's re-
ligion designates another day for his prayer-
ful observance, that has no standing.

We feel for our Missouri neighbors; most
of all for the prosecutors who must begin fil-
ing charges. But we musl confess it is their
own fault they are in such legal chaos. They've
had 135 years to change their silly law and
they've done nothing about it, except to vio-
late it pretty generally. Finally the federal
court has been brought in to it.

This raises bristles merely o contem-
plate. But it is going to happen more and more
frequently unless the people of the various
states have cotirage enough to meet their own
problems

Age Of Innocence Persists
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Letters To The Editor

Guard Rail

Why! Why! doesn’t the Oregon
State Highway Department, Klam-
ath County Road Depariment,
Cily of Klamath Falls, the Klam-
ath County Chamber of Com-
merce any other organization
interested in the health, wellare
and safely of other human beings,
start & compaign to install o hea-
vy guard rail along US. High
way 97 {rom just north of Worden,
where the roadway rons belwesn
the canals, to just south of Mid-
land? Or ot least put one on the
east side of the roadway where
the decpest canal is. If this were
a California highway, there would
have been one thers for many

yoars,

I am sure [ anyone having
the responsibility of seeing to
the satety of motorisis in Oregon
had witnessed the sceme we saw
on the afternoon of Dec. 24, he
woitld never rest until something
i " been done 1o belp provent
automobiles from going into thot
canal

We were returning home from
a last minme Christmas shopping
Irip to Klamath Falls, tired, bt
happy with the last minle treas-
ures pe had found. As we ape
proachied the big curve midway |
the canals, we could =0e a clus
ol cars, and with sinking hearts,
we know what we were about to
see on this Chirlstmas Eve

First, we saw the hroken sur-
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Almanac

By Usited Press International
Tl v "

| hod heard and read of the

woman who was drowned Just
four days earlier in the samg
canal. But, until one actuaily wit-

nesses such a tragedy, one doesn't
fully realize: the horror of  such
an accident, nor is he very much
concerned or disturbed. about it

We, who live o the south of
those canals in Worden, Dorris,
Maedoel and wll of Butte Valley,
and do all of our shopping and
business in Klamath Falls, trovel
that rond at least once a week,
und some, several times a week,
In the summer during farming
season, smolimes
in ope day alter parts, if some
vital piece of farm 1
breaks down. | would surely think
that the business and profession-
al men of Klomath Falls, who
progper from our patronade, could
help protect us and our young
people, who find most of their
récreation In Klamath Falls, by
urging the chamber of commerce
lo institute a campaign to gel
some Kind of protectic along the
L 1)

I saw In the paper this past
week of the many millions of vish
Wira o Oregon in 192 and the
millions of dollars spent by those
visiters, 1 do not think that strip
of highway ls a very thought-
ful way to weleome molorists 1o
Oregon and the Klamath Couns
ry, of a vory wirm way lo say
“gowlbye—hurry back."
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Survival courses are compulsory
for every citizen m the Soviet
Union

Some of your readers may
say thal they prefer not to sur-
vive moclear war because the
profection We cin muster seems
sn litle:

The American infantryman has
for protection only a tin hat, which
is centainly not hullet proof.
He is ordered to march shead into
what seems certain  destruction
for a purpose that transcends his
own  survival, Should not we
civilions be willing to do the
same?

Many Americans are going o
survive. The mosl pessimistic es-
Limates are placed at fifty mil-
liom. They will make the most ol
sheller there is, and will
0 be in a position to. help
alleyiade the sullering alter an al-
Lk,

Is it fair that some should be
indilferent now, and then, when
the panle strikes, foreefully invade
the sheliers of those who did

whint

prepara-
and that overy-

tions be made
ong participate so that there will

possible  chaos
for moment

be as little ms
when the unhoped
arrives?

We urge vour readers ta cb-
with the Civil Delense

nperate

BMiVE a

should  be
court
or the federal
tirst he

affected
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FEVER

Thanks 1o Postmaster Gener

al Day, the nickel wins the
award lor the greatest come
back of the decade
Republicans complain thes re
ihe nakion's anly mirarity group
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protect b from discriminag
unn
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Letters To

Reasons

Those among us who are wills
ing to barter away our rights and
freedoms under  the emstitution
and the bill of righls. must have
something to gain by doing so
After. much thought on the sub-
ject, 1 personally am not witling
{0 concede that any group of peo-
ple (even if that group consisted
of # per cent of the people of a
commumity! should have the right
o vote away even one small right,
that we hald as a free peaple

How many reasons are there for
nol zoning? Here are a fow of
which 1 could think.

I. Zoning helps to create a cliss
soclety. (This is so obvious, that
it should not necd explaining. )
Who among us can say that they
were created to hold special priv-
Hege?

2. It Is segregation, In ifs worst
aspects;  based nol o mokal
race, or religious grounds: hut on
money values. (People who live In
apurtments, house tradlers, or mo-
lels, are nol quite as pood s we
are, because they can't afford to
live in a one family residential
area)

3, It Is foreign Lo, (please note
ol meaning communkstic or 5ot
cinlistic, but. foreign to our con
stithtion op hill of rights; and it
i5 pol compalible with either,

4. Zoning destroys [reedom of
choice, by taking the power to
decide’ from the individual and
bestowing it on & group

3. Zoning makes it possible {or
a fsvored few to force all the
reimuierative forms of lund use
into areas where they own o may-
jor interest, and thus gain a Lre-
mendous economic advantage, 1
do not mesn that this particular
group would do this: but it does
open the door for someone in the
{uture.

#: Zoning does nol necessarily
mean that your property will have
the highest value possible. Some-
body's property will sssuredly bo
of higher value, but possibly not
yOurs.

Suppose that your property was
Incated in the neighborhood of &
raned industrial area; and aon
aluminum plant moved into that
industrial zone; and by creating
furnes; destroyed your land use:
sume with pulp mills and other
forms of Industry.

Your right 1o a redress for loss-
es sulfered may be lost

7. It is an extension of govern-
ment beyond what 15 essential to
good order; it created new com-
missions or bureaus, (possibly to
fill up space in a new court-
house! and thus ralses taxes. Gov-
ernment should be reduced to a
minimum, not exterded to & mixi-
ram

8 It regiments: Are humans (o
becume & completaly reglmented
society such as ants or bees? [t
would destroy ,the adventure of
living: There are many million
ex-servicemen n this eountry who
are completely (ed up with non-
esseatial rules and regulntions,
particularly those that just affed
the privales

9. Zoning would take away the
ability of the people to escape
from aver control .
whenever the individual gets led

As it s o

From Peiping lo Mo

Leipeig to Sofia, Comm
ars {atled in thelr

win Alrican students t
Nearly 20,000 you

have been lured be

The Editor

up enough with teo much con-
trol. be can remove himsell and
his busitess, lo an ared outside
the coptrol 2one, and still live
i & reasonable distance [rom
his work or trade o (1, too,
would ke 1o sec Lo densely popas
loted subuehs brought into he
city, bt they should not be forced
it 1L would be better for L h e
city tn do away with over control,
and thus ereato a desire in these
olé 1o want o gain the ad-
vantages of living inside the city,
and without the loss of their free-
doms. Thev live where they do be-
camse they have iled from over
control.

10. This & government by mis.
direction, Who among ¥on wishes
Lo be ruled, pot governed by set
laws, but riled by the passage of
wew ardinanves, thut vou did pot
even pnderstund the reason, when
nto law. Could
v designed o more
. O1S215-0147
ve @ desire
in the o become
part of 4 cily ralher than siay
oulside the limits and maintain
{helr freedom from all the eounts
less hundreds of city ordinsnces
und codes?

11, Tt would destroy the ability
of the individual 1o compete with
the downtown' business area. Ma-
nipulsted land vse would not set
) where competition
ho would this

il was

anybaody

perfect weal
Did thov «
suburbaini

ug o o
would hurt. J
ng be good

12 The n has heen (o di-
vide and conquer: note the divi-
sigh’ into areas, it 15 easkr 1o
control the thinking of the people
if the area s divided up and
then make each little group fight
alone.

Now, how much is the atided
cost af this multiple advertising
of ecach small srea” Who s pay-
ing for it? You and 1. Think.

Frank R. Weaver,
631 South Fifth Street.

Addresses

Sinoe there are = many pen-
ple in the Basin who like to write
letlers, and since a new session
of Congress Is due to convene on
Jan, 9, it might he quite appro-
priate (o publish once more the
names and nddressed of each of
our represeniatives In Congress,

3 oiir  lelters In carly
might be of more help to our Sen-
ators and Representatives than if

g letters at the
. alter minds

were presty well made
Hoping you can [lind a spat
on vour editorial page in the
very near future, [ for otie, will
be aratelul. 1 will elip it out
and paste L above my typewriter
Eleanor Thomson,
ly, Ore

Good Idea. And,

Editor's Note
here they are
Sen Wayne E. Morse
Senale Olfice Bilding
Washington 25, 1.C
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