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Agriculture And Chemical

In late years, there has been concern, ac-
companied hy deep controversy, over the use
of ¢hemicals in agriculture. These chemicals
serve varied purposes—uo increase yield, to
eliminate pests and insects, and so on. Their
usefulness in these respects Is beyond argu-
ment. The conltroversy arises from a belief
that certain of the chemicals, notably the pes-
ticides, may produce harmful effects both on
human life and wildlife.

This point of view finds its mosl eloguent
expression in Rachel Carson's recently-pub-
lished hook, "Silent Spring." Miss Carson is
a writer of high standing, whose previously
published “The Sea Around Us™ is an acknowl-
edged classic. So “Silent Spring™ has been re-
ceived with high respect, is being very widely
read and reviewed, and is, in its field, a con-
siderable influence on public opinion.

The hook amounts to a virtually blanket
indietment of chemical agriculture. Miss Car-
son feels profoundly about this, and mikes a
dramatic case. But, whatever one's personal
views, it will be unforlunate indeed If her
attitude is accepted totally without question,
and if the obverse of the coin is ignored.

A review of the book in Science magazine,
by I. L. Baldwin, is of particulir interest in
balancing the seales. Mr, Baldwin is also an
authority—he is professor of agricultural bac-
teriology at the University of Wisconsin, and
serves as chairman of the Committee on Pest
Control and Wildlife Relationships of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences—National Re-
search Council, He approaches Miss Carson's
book without bias, observing that it is “su-
perbly written’ and that “the author has made
an exhaustive study of the facts bearing on
the prohlem." Then he makes his main point:
“It is nol, however, a judicial review or a
balancing of the gains and losses: rather, it is
the prosecuting atlorney’s impassioned plea

for acltion against the use of these new mate-
rials which have received sueh widespread ac.
ceptance accorded because of the ohvious
benefits that their use has conferred.”

On the specific side, Professor Baldwin
states that most authorities, including public
health, feel that the dangers involved in the
use of pesticides are relatively slight. Known
deaths from the cause in this country run to
less than 100 a year. By way of comparison.
he observes that twice as many dealhs are
known 1o he caused by aspirin.

He alio belieyes that Miss Carson, by
choice of language, has led to false impres-
sions—as when she writes of a “fall of chemi-
cil death rain.” The fact'is that less than 5
per cent 'of the country's land area is treated

“each year with insectlicides.

Finilly, Professor Baldwin stresses what
he regards as a most serious deficiency in
USilent Spring. In his words: “No allempt is
made by the author to portray the many posi-
live benefits that society derives from the use
of pesticides. No estimates are made of the
countless lives that have heen saved hecause
of the destruction of insect vectors of discase
No mention is made of the fact that the aver-
age length of human life has steadily in-
creased over the last several years. No con-
sideration s given to the important role
playoed by modern pesticides in the production
ol food and fiber”

Then. to quote him once more: “Modern
agriculture, with its high-quality foods and
fihers could not exist without the use of pesti-
ciddes." The old, true halance of nature, in
other words, would be a luxury the modern
world simply could not alfford. The final im-
pression one gels from Professor Baldwin's
review is that there is truth in “Silent Spring"
—bul not the entire truth. There are two sides
i this, as there are to the other controversies
that mankind must deal with.

Phone Calls -- 'By The Numbers'

(The Christian Science Monitor)

A, for the days when one picked up a
telephone receiver and, to a pleasant “Num-
ber, please,"” repliod something like *Crest.
view 8134 or “Albemarle 6700." Or when
the numbers in a falrsized town could be cata-
logued a5 belonging to either “Maple”™ of
“Walnut™ exchange.

This seems to be the sentiment of the
Anti-Digit Dialing League in San Francisco
It has appealed to the California Utilities Com-
mission ta stop the telephone company there
from Introducing the alldigit svstem that
would eliminate the two remaining letters
fram metropolitan and notso metrapalitan
telephone numbers,

THESE DAYS ...

Whence Preside

Hy JOHN CHAMBERLAIN anv |

THT-L5 looks like a more
formidable memory task than RO 73425 es.
pecially if one can still think of the RO as
standing for Rosccrans. But after all, tele-
phone subscribers in some parts of Europe,
West Germany, for example, have been using
gildigit numbers for several years without
apparent hardship.

Telephone company officials say that they
would like (o keep exchange names but tha
growth of telephone service simply requires
more numbers than are possible with letter
combinations. All-numeral systems add ahout
250 possible combinations, or about half again
the present supply. Against that kind of num
bers it s hard to argue
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Itv. Nemjamin Spock

“But | Only Have Two Hands!”

Hy PETER KEDSON
Washingion Correspondent
Newspaper Enterprise Assn,
WASHINGTON (INEA\=The ex-
tent: to which 118 government
aotions infhience the natibnal and
world coonomles ks emphaglzed in
practically all major business fore-

casts made for 1063

Almost every analysls prediels
with guarded nlulﬂnlnrn—ll.n'r||1:: A
war, of course—thut this will be

a ool vewr Nothing seitsationa)

No boom. But on st either, I
Letters To
Proposal

Zoning may be okay, How abaut
turmmg it down pow, incorporate
tho district that fs o be zoned,
and doing our awn zoning?

Jolin Gysbers
2742 Daylon Street

Free Speech

The evening of Fridoy, Dec. 23
1% the Horald and News pub
liahed o lettor to the editor. This
nte bs meant to be a reply to
same: of the statoments made in
the lelier
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EDSON IN WASHINGTON

the povernment does the right
things.

The gloomicst farecast that has
come to this department’s allen-
tion Is Bank of Ameriea’s watn-
Ing that a rcession |s a possibil-
ity by mid-1843 unlesy substantial
lederal income tax cuts are made,

There are many doubits in Wash-
inglon that Congress can muke
Iax culs effective by midyear. A
mive lkely target date Is Jan. 1,
1154

Assuming the tax culs come,

The Editor

fowe attempting 1o Tulfill his obliga-
tiom to the public, Then, accord-
Ing o the above, how ecan the
“Dec. 20th" suthor eriticize (he
editor in attempling to Tulil s
obligation 1o the public? The
author cannot, but this is proven
false by the leller.
L A, Bunyard,
Route 3, Box B&

Punishment

15 this 14 or 18037 We have
just road with slarm that e
deuth peoalty has been decreed
lor nme
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QUESTIONS
AND
ANSWERS
O=What mectal makes the best

mageeis®

O=Which was the fisd A

capital to tall w» the Allles
World War 117
A= e

Predict Good Year Ahead

liowever, the California financlal
glant  predicts that  consumer
spending will be up four per cent,
plant and equipment spending up
410 5 pert cent, government spend-
g up 10 per cent

Thie rise in government spend-
ing #'.ne will account lor ones

tird of the increase in gross na-
tional product fo an estimated $577
billlon for the full year

On the Kast Const. Firsl Na
tional Bank of Boston poinis oul
thal, *the poorer the economie
outiook. the more likely a tax cut
to-thwart it The better the busi-
ness  butlook, the more  likels
would  seem  to he  delay
for debate on the sige, shape and
Liming of tax changes, . . .

"The =alest assumption seems
In be that there wili be no tax
reduction in 1M1 or that it will
have small influence on the year
as 8 whole.'

National Assoclation ol Real Es.
tate Boards thinks new home aalos
will be "at similar 10
{0 Assiclated  Gesoral Cone

levels

tractors prodiet that totul oo
struction, the nation's argest in.
dusiry, again will reach a new

high ¢

place
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§ DOpe R DArTow. mar-
§ Mie In 1962, alter two
tom 3 An improved
r 1961 15 made depond.
ent. howoever, on a green 1|
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outiook |

York, Natlgpal In-
trinl Cotferénce Board predicts
first half
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The Gazeite-Times at Corvallis
recently ohserved the 10044 birth-
day ol that eminent Oregon news-
paper. In & special section pro-
duced to celebrate the event, the
numerous eommunity activities
and accomplishments of the news-
paper were reviewed, The Gagelte-
Times has been and is a credit
Lo the newspaper industey, and
1% ane of only thrde Oregon hiews-
papers to join' the select century-
of-setvice fanks. | can only hope
that when the Herald and News
marks 100 years of seivice o this
community we can point with! the
same degree aof pride as do e
owners and operators of the Go-
zelte-Times 1o otr achiovements,

That nagging worry that has
pestered some of us as we read
of all the unusually stormy weas
ther around the globe has been

tunfortunately ) confirmed by no
less an authority than Dr. Iryve
ing P. Krick, the Denver mete
oralogist, He says flatly that re-
cont weather disturbancos cone
firm his thesis that high-level
nuclear blasts have aliered the
carth's weather patterns.

I don't have enough space here
and 1 don't posseas the know-how
to boil the article down. Buot fog
those cosh customers who wanl to
know all about Dr. Krick and his
discomfiting conchtsion, come on
down and Ul lend you my copy
of the Natlonal Observer which
carries the intoresting stot'y.

Closer o home, there's a storm
hrewing that doesn't have much
appeal, cither, 1L stems from the
proposal for request) lo the City
Dads for a reclissification of zones
ndjacent to the new OT1 campus.
The object (5 to change the 2on-
ing to peemit multiple-story build-
ings at the (ringe of the campus.
‘There are many ramifications to
this situation, but 1 doubl that
there is sufficient meril to the
proposal fo warrant serions con-
stderation by the Council at this
tima. It would appear reasonibile
to me that such moves could be
betler consiflered niter the OTI
campus Is completoly installed

and we gel @ good idea of what
is feeded to provide services amd
housing in the immediate area.
Lest this attitude be misunder-

NOTHING

SPECIAL

(W, B. 5.

stood as Vstand-patism” let me
add that' 1 pm referring here only
to retention of a so-called “bulfer
slrip around Lhe camps bourds
ries. 1 don't see that this would
provent ovderly divelopment of
any of the other arcas in lhe vi
cinity

For those who like atr-teavel
(o Portland sad Seattle, 1 Iy
encournging o hear of West
Const  Airlines' new  schodule
which has stops only. at Med.
ford and Eugene before landing
at Portland, This eliminatos the
torture of the previous pattern
of landing st Medford, North
Bemd, Roschurg,

ule. 1 have always chosen to
drive to Salem and Portland
with the thought that 1 eopld
make faster thme  than West
Coast. S, H Is & real pleasure
to acknowledge that WOA man-
agement has recognized our sita-
ation and has dupe  something
ahout it

Despite all of the advantages o
saving tite and whit-nol by {rav-
cling by air, 1 stll prefer long-
distanee traveling by train if |
can alford the time and leisurse
sueh travel entails

I

And. by gosh, while I'm at i,
let's make some  acknowbodie
ment hore of the excellent bus
servico (both pussengor and pack
wge) that we have in and out of

Klamath Falls, The bias comgiae

nies do a whale of & job in
viding a sl of schedules that got
one to his destinations north and
south, almost #t the same time
he can drive it by privale automo-
bite. And, economically, loo.

Fascinnted by the  dispaich
willi which the voungest mather
on the block ot rid of pesky
salesmen, a oeighbor asked for
the secret,

“0h, W's very shmple,” the
ghel smiled, “T tell them P so
glad hey've come hocanse |
wani (o show them my Jalest
line of greeting cards."

Note to pre-med students: 1t 1
abanlytely withoul foundation that
you can get through yvour courses
by reading Ben Cisey

WASHINGTON REPORT . . .

By FULTON LEWIS JR,
Yegorvovsk, a lextile conter of
0,000 populution, ¥2 miles south
eakt of Moscow, is one of muny
towns clustered in a broad hel
around the Soviet

capital that are
W

seaked off to forel

Recently Pravda carried a let
twer | a Xyearold working
mother who lives o (hat city

Published 1o Impress upon party

agit s the noed for more In
snsive eountor propagands,” the
Ineficate
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Why do we send g0 much mon
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Mi I8 a0 extremie &t

o?
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up?

have prices  gone
Is it renlly necessary
80 miuch on armoaments?
Is the USA. reully thre

ng ws with war?
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To Pravda editors the jotter wa
Ll ant: “After all. Yegorvavak
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Concern To Leaders
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Ny United Press Internstions!

Eugene and
Corvallis—a nightmarish sched-




