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He Can't Be All Bad

Whether you read your paper on New

Year's morning with an ice bag on your head,
or watch the other fellow do so from the smug
sanctuary of an earlyo-bed's self-righleaus-
ness, infant 1963 ig going to be a tough, new
year.
- Like so many of his predecessors we'd
like to forget, he comes into the world a born
fight promoter, ready at the drop of an un-
guarqad moment to sponsor a scrap in any
cornor of the world.

In his hag of woes inherited from 1062 are
budget deficits, hard-core unemployment,
problems of automation, farm problems, hous-
ing difficuliies, population and food problems
the world around — and a host of other dilem-
mas too numerous (o list.

To each one of us the New Year will dish
out our own share of personal headaches and
leave us with the problems of how to resalve
them.

However, the kid ¢an't Be all bad. No
child is.

Within the 365 days spun out for him on
the loom of time there may well oceur some

When' you go behind the neal rows of
welfare statistics in some of our hig cities,
youvoften find something pretty close to chaos.

Many citles are astir with greal concern
over “relief cheaters' and are trying, one way
or another, to get them off the welfare rolls,
Cheating can never he condoned. Besides he-
ing inherently wrong, it penalizes the honest-
Iy needy,

But attending to welfare matters involves
much more than just separating the cheat-
ers from the noncheaters. The human diffi-
citlties that fall under the “welfare"” heading
are froquently so tangled as to defy orderly,
rational handling by wellare officlals,

A Washington woman who runs a small
privale agency almed at fiding destitute Ne-
gro families over the rough spots says that
in a quick count she ticked off 18 families
which for all practical purposes are now “on
the street.”

This means they have heen evieted from
their previous living quarters, their furni-
ture is usually standing outside, and thev are
sleeping with such neighbors and helping
agencies as will have them.

In one instance, a family of eight has tak-
en up temporary residence in a relative's
basement. Net total in the house: 18. Neigh-
hors are complaining, and the housing in-
spectors disapprove.

The husband miakes $52 a week as a jani
tor. The other day he brought it to the private
welfare outfit and offered it to the manager.
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dramatic breakthrough in medicine in any one
of several critical fields, such as leukemia and
heart disease. It i5 certain that patient. plod-
ding research behind the breakthroughs will
g0 on.

Man' will increase the sum of his knowl.
cage in many fields

Movements in the area of religion will
contribute to the vitality and growth of man's
spiritual concepts.

In business and industry, trends will be
established, chinged or abandoned, all in the
long-range interest of a viable economy.

Personal tribmphs In ecach of our own
little worlds will help offset the tensions and
frustrations of our all-too-swiltly-moving
times.

But the greatest 1hing of all to come from
this new vear would be a dramatic brenk-
through in waging peace between the two
gredt ideologies in the world. Being human,
we not only pray, but hope that this thing of
transcendent importance comes to pass.

If we can just manage lo live with little
1963 until his successor takes over next Jan-
uary, we mighl even grow to like 1063

The Need Beyond More Necessity

saying: "You spend it for me and see if you
can do it better than L"

A woman who thus far has staved off
eviction has four children, age six years to
14 months, and is living in an apartment
which since September has had no heat, no hot
walér, no cooking gas. She gets $15 a week
from a deserting husband, takes in ironing,
picks up day work when she can foist the
children off on her mother

The woman savs she wants to make a de-
cent home for her children, wants them to get
a good schooling and Keep out of trouble

The binding thread running through most
cases like this is that the people in question
have been refused further aid—or any ald—
by the official public agencies, Generally the
prime reason is that one or hoth parents are
considered eligible to work.

Yet too muny timesg the people in the
worst need are the least skilled and few jobs
are offered them. Some, of course, are in areas
of chronie labor surplus

Where male breadwinners have deserted,
mothers are hard put to care for children and
do paying work outside. One woman got a joh
for 81 an hour, only to {ind the sitter charging
exiactly that

The dispensing of welfare 2id, public and
private, is today an enormouns business. There-
in lies the chance for cheating
clear that, big as it is
st nen geared ! Lo ass
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This tsn'y worth reading

Before you read any farther 1
wish (o muake 10 clear that the
foregoing statement is cleatly the
truth, the whole truth. There Is
nothing within the hody of this
string of lype that could possibly
justify vour taking time to pead
il

Now that you have been fore-
wiarned vou might hegin t feel
a Ditle uneasy at the thought
that what s stuted in the first
senlence Is true apd you are
Just wasting voup time. Well,
don't just sit thinking about
this idiokle situption, Suve your-
self some thme and stop before
voi gel oo engrossed in the
nothing thut Is to follow.

1 soe vou're atil] with it You're
pedlly. hooked riow, You musl be
suine kingd of resding addicn Or
je 0t Just that vou don't believe
i'. '\\l:t'll You s 'Jlll_ll an opnion
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aper us Vs kgt worth
teading™® There s still time o
batk out and save elf som
time because there are sl o
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Maybe at thiz: poinl |
reward your lovalty to the prit-
ed word, But apparently this loy-
alty 1= 1o the muoterial printed
word, the paper and the ink. and
not to the writer. It isn't loyaly
1o the meaning of these words ot
yier, would have stopped reading
after you read the {irst sentence
At any rate 1 said 1 would reward
your loyalty. I'll do this by mak-
ing a prafound statement that will
make all this nonsénse seem
werthwhile—you should have done
your Christmos shopping carlier
and there are only 30 shopping
days lelt—so got busy

shonld

What? You found that bip of
advice profound enough and in-
triguing enough to justify your

NOTHING

SPECIAL

(W, B.S.)

wasting time by reading [Tur-
ther? 1 must say that in all
my days [ have never run
across @ reader with the tenaci.
ty you have.

I'm sure that by now you
will agree with me that all of
ihis  chuckleheaded meaningless
blabber is honestly 8 waste of
time and newspaper space, But
I will commend you for not be.
lieving  everything you read or
else you wouldn't have read piust
the first sentence. 1 belleve that
I am fo be commended, too, for
having written this far and hay-
mg said nothing

AL the same time, | feel a 1it-
tle hwt at the foet that you
wouldn't betieve what 1 first told
you, When you stop and honestly
consider, the situation, which |5
mote important—my feelings or
youtt  seemingly  ungienchable
thirst for the truth? I you have
read this far apparently you con-
sither the latter: more important,
It puts me o wondering, too, if
yofy have no more fbith than
pvidenced hepe in everything 1
write m LS corner

Bub can you hanestly say that
vou always seek the truth and
that you never accept sl face
value what vou reud, soe or
hear? Or was 1L just the fas-
cioatlon  of sueh an  wnusual
sontence that led vou this far?

A5 1 sald helore—there. is noth-
g In this bit of pose worth
reading, And that's the truth, the
whale truth, For those of you wha
have finally come around to be-
leving this fucp after the pars-
araphis of nothing, I give you my

1 abulations. for finally
seolng the light. But whether you
hiellese me or nol, my final state-
ment might give you some came»
pensation for all your wasted ef-
fort, It might be a bit trite but
It ser se ol conveying
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