IME IS THE ;aveR in which

we drown today in the

swift current of tomorrow.

Only in looking backward

are we able to see what we
sacrifice.

I know this because, as
you do, I swim faster and
faster, holding my head only
a little above the water,
fighting for the future be-
yond the bend.

Morning is the race to be-
gin, night is the necessity to
float. Always, always, we
struggle on to the ocean.

And so we pass the petals
on the apple tree and the
ripe fruit which follows. We
see them only from the cor-
ner of an eye. We hurry be-
low the stars in the cotton-
wood. We hasten downstream
from the tender grass. If we
rest a moment in the sunset,
there is no time to let the
sky wrap us in clouds. In-
side us there is the impa-
tience to keep swimming,
arms reaching, waves clos-
ing behind.

wm:: ARE we going, all

of us swimming in the
current of our lives? Where
will it end except the ocean,
the limitless beyond in which
we will find rest? Why do
we never stop on the sand
of the shore or lie for a while
under the branches touch-
ing the water?

This moment, this day,
this night to come are soon
gone. How will we spend
them all?

We will plunge again into
the river, as before. We will
face the waves parting us
from peace. We will go on
and on offering ourselves in
a winnerless race,

I am no less a swimmer
than you. As I sorrow for
myself, so must you share
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