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During '58
Lt. Col. Raymond A. Thornton

was the only lieutenant colonel to
have command of the 408th Fight,
er Group at Kingsley Field. The
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other three commanders have all

agaa been full colonels.
Lieutenant Colonel Thornton

commanded the local Air Force
base from April 1957 to AugustPerhaus the TPnmilstiortAMAI9 VCM OON'f
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Kingsley Field during that periodPOPULATION VVIOSW.V
UNS64 V0- - at a public dedication on July 3,

1937. The base was named orUMDWU.A ' n u i ku. i kti I i
2nd Lt. David R. Kingsley, Port-

land, who was posthumously
awarded the Congressional Medal
of Honor after World War II.

Born and raised in Los Angeles,
Lieutenant Colonel Thornton be-

gan his flying career during the
early part of the war as a civilian

pilot and flight instructor at a ci
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vilian contract school engaged in

training aviation cadets for the

Army Air Corps. He joined the
Air Corps in 1942 as an officer
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and a pilot.
The colonel's war experience in-

cluded duty with the flying train-
ing command in California and
Kansas and finished the war with
the 15th Air Force in Italy.

Following the war, Thornton
worked on a jet aircraft testing
program at Edwards AFB, Calif.
He worked on service testing of
the 0 and which became
the "Shooting Star" and the

jet fighters.
Thornton served with the 65th

Fighter Squadron at Elmendorf
AFB, Alaska, tested missiles at
Patrick AFB, Fla., and attended
the Air Command and Staff
School, Maxwell, AFB, Ala.

From 1953 to 1955, Thornton
served in Iceland and was as-

signed to Western Air Defense
Force Headquarters, Hamilton
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AFB, Calif. He came to Kingsley
in January 1957 as executive of-

ficer under Col. Samuel C. Gra- -

shio and moved up to commander
when Colonel Grashio was as-

signed to Paine AFB, Wash., in
April.
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Thornton is a senior pilot and
wears the Air Medal for his duty
in the war. He is married and has
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Soviet Premier Khmhh

day invoked the Deity in expresspa; I

qiwn ing me nope that it will never be
necessary to use a miflnm- - km,hSOMI CIPT W THIS IS 1
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Suppose we could look

around out there?"
asks the cmiff.
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such a bomb but: "May GodALMOST PELL, THROUGHRECORDED THE BOYS NEVER
BILLS, A TRAP DOOR.COULD HAVE SPENT THEM, gram mat we never have to ex-

plode such a bomb."
An avowed nltipkt

often reels off biblical phrases.5f ms speeches are sprinkled with
allusions to God, Christ, heaven,
hell, and sacred duty.

"I attended church schools as a
boy," he explained once. "I won
a prize from the priest for know
ing me uospels by heart."

His most rprpnl nrauiAn. Jn..r. .,uua ull- -

laration that h ic a Aiitnonbeliever was in a statementBUT IT HELPS ME' AAASTER lAPPTtJLl Frankly, ir was mdur. LOtJG REACH
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ONLY f HARMLESS settle East-We- tensions.CAPFJN.
UVERMORE.'

'As a Communist and an
I do not belipvp in fha rA'e

will'." he said hut aAAi
the Pope showed an appreciation
of sane thinking.

On anotherMm Christ's "Love thy neighbor" ap
provingly.

Khrushchev made several bibli-
cal references riurini, hi.
the United States in 1959. Sen. J.s rulbright. quoted him as
saying, "Now, that's the truth.T I'll swear it on the Bible lhat it iPONT BE 6ILLY P' BUTSHOULONT OjJS WORKERS CALL
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country, he said. "God ha hUnodHtLf THOSE IN TROUBLE IO'
CALLIN'FROM HOUSE
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you a lot. He's given you good
soil, but you mustn't think that
God is helping only vou. He's
helping us, too."

He also said "God is n our
side" because the Soviet Union
was growing faster.

y Philadelphia, he stood with
head bowed and to some it
seemed his lips moved with the
Presbyterian minister's when an
invocation was prowunced at a
luncheon.
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