MYSTERY

The Case of the

Doomed
Innocent

Nothing could save this
suspect from
the electric chair

—except a man who
read the Bible

By WILLIAM T. BRANNON

N A BALMY NIGHT in June, 1856, Charles

Drake, an elderly merchant, was
watching television when a man broke into
his home near Jefferson, Ga. Drake re-
sisted the intruder and was fatally shot. The
killer searched his victim's pockets but
found only $10, which he took.

The telephone wires were then pulled out
of the wall so Mrs. Drake was unsble to
notify the police immediately. By the time
the sheriff arrived, the killer had vanished.

Tearfully, Mrs. Drake described the rob-
ber as a man in his 40s, short and stocky,
with dark curly hair and dark plercing eyes.
The sheriff ordered the description broad-
cast and roadblocks set up on all roads
leading out of the county. Several suspects
were picked up and cleared. A few hours
after the murder, 8 man named James Fos-
ter, 40, was stopped at a roadblock. Though
he was not stocky, his hair was dark and
his eyes were dark and fiery.

Mrs, Drake positively identified him as
the killer, Foster went on. trial for murder.
Three friends testified that they had been
with him throughout the evening and that
they had never been closer than seven miles
to Jefferson. But Mys. Drake pointed out
Foster as the killer. He was convicted and
sentenced to die in the electric chair.

“1 didn't do it!" Foster cried. “I didn't!"

His lawyers, James H. Wood and Floyd
Hoard, believed him. So did many other
Jefferson people, who raised a defense fund.
The altumeys requestioned Foster's three
con , who insisted they had told the
tr uth The altume_vs retraced the steps Fos-
ter and his friends said they had taken;
several people thought they had seen the
four, but were unwilling to swear they had.

Months passed while Wood and Hoard
questioned thousands of people. They tried,
unsuccessfully, to find the 38 caliber re-
volver that had fired the fatal shots. The
date of execution was postponed several
times as the lawyers filed more appeals.

Then, as their efforts began to appear
hopeless, they were called to a South Caro-
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Before Mrs. Drake could phone. the police,
the killer pulled out the wires and fled.

lina prison, where a convict told them he
knew the identity of the Drake killer. He
said a man named Charies P. Rothschild,
who owned a .38 caliber revolver, had been
tipped off that Drake regularly cmried
$5,000 in cash; that was why he had shot the
elderly man.

The attorneys knew about the money, It
had been sewed into Drake’s shirt pocket,
where it was found intact after he was killed.

Charles P. “Rocky" Rothschild had been
convicted on a burglary charge and was in
prison in Columbig, S, C. The lawyers ques-
tioned him, but he denied any knowledge
of the murder of Drake. Then they arranged
to have Mrs: Carmina Drake look at him.,

“That's not the man who killed Charlie,”
she said.

WHAT coutp the lawyers do against the
positive testimony of Mrs. Drake? They
didn't question her integrity, but they were
convinced she was mistaken. More than two
years had passed and their last appeal had
been denied. Foster again was in the shadow
of the chair; a new date for the execution
was only a few weeks away.

Then, on July 4, 1958, Rocky Rothschild
confessed that he had killed Charles Drake,
He had gone to the merchant's home look-
ing for the $5,000,

Foster was freed, and at a brief trial
Rothschild was convicted of murder. He
was sentenced to life imprisonment.

In a public statement, Rothschild revealed
why he had confessed, even after Mrs.
Drake had mistakenly vindicated him:

“The killing has been constantly on my
mind, and I have read the Bible. One verse
from the Bible convinced me I should tell
the truth: 'Blessed are they which are per-
secuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.'

“Foster was definitely persecuted. May he
have a long and happy life."
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Research finds new
fast way to
shrink hemorrhoids
without surgery

Recent research  roveals fast new
way to shrink hemorrhold tissues,
stop pain and ltching —all without
ll.lloau')f It's n combination of seven
ern medications In one complete
formula; The Pazo Formula,
MNEW, IIUAI-LI RELIEF. The Pazo
Farmula in the only leading formul
wll.l\ thess seven active Ingredients
1o shrink and soothe hemorchold tin-
sues, Research shows this new,
superior combination brings lvmptu.
matic rellef even to long-time plle
sufferers,
CLINICALLY TESTED BY DOCTORS.
The Pazo Formula actually proves in
do more than just shrink hemor-
rhoids. It also relieves pain and
ltchl!\. pramptily, ts infection,
promotes healing, and lubricates
membranes,
AVAILABLE NOW In stainless oint-
ment and suppositories. Ask for...

The PAZO, Formula
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BACKACHE ?

DeWitt’'s Pills

(known und used around the world)

relieve backache, aching joints and
muscles, or mild bludder irritations
when caused hy
SLUGGISH KIDNEYS
DeWitt's Pills give direcr
diuretic action and relieve
ain with @ mild analgesiz.

DeWitt’s Pills

MUCOSITY *

often cause of

THROAT PHLEGM

*Excessive lllucnlll dischurge “Int eaunes
throst philegm, bad breath, stieky mueus
irip, now apeedily removed vit‘ (lyen.
Thy mulln- " mthinl alkaline wolution
especially for d for this Hi
Freshens bremth and taste.

Glyco-Thymoline
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Get to the Root of Athlete’s Foot

RINGWORM, OTHER FUNGUS INFECTIONS

with New NP-27" Treatment

— AND THAT FUNGUS IS DEAD FOREVER |

Kills fungus wndder skin surfiace—even
penefrates info toenails. Promotes growih
of fealthy tisswe. Guoards ageinigr new
Infection.

Latest laborutory tesis prove NP-27
Liquid not only works under skin surfuce
to kill fungus where it breeds and spreads
—but even pénetrates into foenaily,
‘Works in vital under-surface skin luyers
where ordinary remedies eannot reach.

Using new NP-27 Liquid-Powder

d intwo k g clinics

found thut Aihlete’s Foot, Kingworm
and other fungus infections, even stub-
horn cases. clear up, usually within 1wo
weeks—olien in Jess than 7 days,

As part of the Trealment, new NP-17
Medicated Powder dries the fool per>
spiration that helps fungus grow, elim-
inates surface fungus, soothes chafed
skin, and guirds against new infections.

New NP-27 Treatment (Liguid and
Medicated Powder) gnaraniees effective
relief—or full refund from your drugigist.




