Pels Nip St. Helens 46-43 In Tourney Opener

Cold Pel Thi

By WAYNE SCOTT

Herald and News Sporis Editor

MeARTHUR COURT (Speciali—
The Klumath Union Pelicans
broke the ive in the 4ird annuul
A-1 Baskethall Tournament
Tuesday night when they squeaked
past the St Helens Lions 46-41
There was nothing comiortable
aboul their victory

While all predoumey polls had
picked the Pels o go all the
way o the champlonship, the KU
quint learned quickly that they
were the “target team™ of the
tournament and the Lions [ound
themsclves the brand new “Cin-
derelln team’ of the annual clis-
21¢.

After a moderately
first half, 'which' ended with the
Whitehirds on the long end of a
27-16 count; the KU five found
themselves in the middle of an
Mee-storm'! when' they (ook their
positions for the second half of
the opener. ’

And the Lions, se¢ing their op-
portunity, quickly got in business
and, sparked by 6-0 junior guard
Diive Printz, who canned seven|
field goals aboul as fast as he
could fire them up, closed the
gap to 2725 with just hall the
third stanza gone. Printz was high|
for the night with 10,

The determined Lions never!
quite caught up bul they stayed
s0 close to the Pels for the rest
of the way that the swarm of KU
rooters who attended the game|
nover had a chance lo gel eom-|
fortable in their untll the
final whistle

The Pels missod eight straight|
shols, most of which were laken|
from right beneath the baskel, in
the I‘u-nl five minutes of the third
stanen, nol adding a thing o the
scorebodrd until Wally Palmberg
slipped in with a rebound
pointer.

A rebound by Gary Patzke and
an oulside jump shol by Sherm
Allen provided the balunce of Lhe

successiul

seuls
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o THIS WAS ONE REASON that St. Helens closad the gap on the Pelicans in the third
1 Quarter of their tourney opener at ETganr Dave Printz. Hu-s game 1"+np scorer, slips

i by and goes up for a layin while Wally Palmberg watches, Sherm Allen fries to stop |

: the shot on the other side. The defense failed on this shot, but the Pels pulled out a | EXAMPLES:

! _narrow !hrae paint triumph 46 to 43 and move on to play Cnrvn"n at 3 p.m. Thursday.

Pel scaring during the il.em:.
However, they managed (o hohl!
the voaring Lions off and the
quarter ended 3331 [or KU.

Al the outsol of Lhe Tinal stanga
big Bruce Brickner jumped one
in and Pateke canned a vebound
lo make it 3731 beloie SL. Hel.
ens could get moving

Coach Gene Strehlou called a
hurried time out and sent Bill
Rawlings and Printz out for a
couple of quick twospointers, and
agsin the Pels couldn't buy a
haskel, With &:01 loft, Rawlings
stepped up ond sank a pair of [reo
losses Lo bring the count to 3837,

Oregon Prep Bkb Tourneys
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
—Llass Ad—

Kl: lrnu'n Falle 45, 51. Helens 43

Corvallis 50, La Grande 49
—{lass 4
Madras 72, Sherwooed 61
Coquille a9, Mt. Angel #l
ide 58, Pleasant Hill 51

Henley 72, Reedsport &5
—Todavs A2 Schedule—
—{onsolation Title—

Shorwood va. Mt
pm :
—{hampionship—

Coquille vs. Madras, B: 46 pm
—Today's A-1 Schedule—

Sas

Angel, 7.30

South Eugene vs. Central Cath.
olic (Partland?, 9 am

Grant (Portland) vs. Scappoose,
10:16 a.m

Medford ve, Tillamook. 2 pm

South Salem vs. Bend, 3:15 p.m

Roschurg  ve. David  Douglas

7:50 pm

Wilson (Portland) vk, Jesuil

(Beaverton), B:45 p.m

Auditorium
Free Play Set

‘This Was A Bad One' --- White

McARTHUR COURT (Special)—"When you can
win vour bad ones, and boy, this was a had one,
vou'te in pretly good shape breathed relieved
Pelican coach Dean White in the dressing room fol-
lowing His club's squeaky 4643 viclory over the
St Helens Ldons in the apening game of the 43rd
annudl A-1 baskethall tourney here Tuesday night.

“Winning the game was the important thing
and if you can learn something in a win like this
one tIInI fine. And. boy, did we get some expe-
rience," he added

“We had the better shots, and the worst shoot-
ing—that was the key lo the whole thing. T was
real happy with the way we did everything clse,
rebotinding, ball-handling, passing, our offense and
defense, everything but the way we shot,” he con-
Linued

Asked by -one of a group of sports writers
surrounding him if the game was comparable to
the earlier KU loss to Crater in conference play,
White said, “Definitely not, especially nol so far
as defense was concerned. We looked good in every-
thing but our shooting tonight."

“Had we staved loose like we were in the first
half 1 think the point spread would have been far
greater. But we didn’t .we kept getting tighter
and tighter. Bruce (Brickner) was supposed to take
the inside shot but he just couldn't make it work
Toward the last you saw him can the hook ho
had loosened up by then, If he could have done it
earlier [ don't think it would have been so close.”

Meanwhile, down the hall in the Lion dressing
room. the St. Helens five was preparing to enter
the consolation round of the tourney

Coach Gene Strehlon, a former
White at KU, said, “I'm real proud of
This is the first time we have zoned since early in
the season and thev did a fihe job of it. We wore
definitely hurt off the boards when we lost Bgh
Nichols by fouls, but them a real gond
game,"

Asked if he had changed his plan of attack
Strehlou “Definite-

of

hovs

assistant
my

we gave

during the halftime rest, cald

Iv. We shifted our offense lo include the screen
and the drive and It worked. Dave Printz, who
had a bad first half, is reallv capable of that brand
of ball.” !

“We'll win
“‘Remember
games and

some ball games vel." he warned
firsi six conference

b

lournamentl

four o
to the

we lost

still got
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