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Rugged Highway

The exact status of the developing 41,000-
mile interstate highway system needs to be
cleared up.

1t isn't proper to say it's “behind sched-
ule” in the matier of miles of road construct-
ed, since federal officials say there are no
year-to-vear mileage deadlines. The only goal
is to finish the entire network by 1072,

Right now the record shows 8,000 miles
built and another 2,300 miles of previously
constructed toll roads, tunnels and bridges
drawn into the system,

Construction Is under way on another
4,100 miles, with engineering work or land ac-
quigition proceeding on 10,000 more. Alto-
gether, work has heen completed or hegun on
nearly 25,000 miles, about 60 per cent of the
total, s

When President Kennedy says the pro-
gram is in trouble, he means it could have
_troubla getting up the money to [inish by 1972.

The 00 per cent or more of cost generally
supplied by the federal government can, un-
der the law, come only from revenues fed into
the special highway fund from gasoline taxes
and other highway user levies,

Wit the total price tag for the program
having already been boosted several times to
cover rising costs, the judgment is that the
1072 deadline can't be met from phesently

authorized revenue sources. Completion would
have to he stretched out to 1077,

Mounting evidence gleaned by House
commitiee and independent investigators
shows that the “rising costs” include untold
millions of dollars scandalously lost—through
lack of proper federal control—in graft, ex.
iravagant waste, and mismanagement at the
state level.

To do the job on time means digging up
another $0.7 billion, The President thinks i
can be done if Congress will keep the existing
four cent federal gasaline tax and add new,
stiffer levies on the big trucks which use the
roads,

The overall cost picture won't be affected
by Kennedy's order directing immediate re-
lease of $724 million which normally would
have been allotted from the fund in the
months up to June 30.

Ahout 10 states, including New York,
Ohio, Texas, California and the Dakolas, are
sufficiently advanced in planning to put the
money quickly to use. Here and there, con
tract lelting may also be speeded. Butl in many
areas the money can't be handled now. Al-
ready allotted funds are backed up, waiting
for plans.

For the long pull, however, the problem of
rockeling costs has lo be mel tomorrow.

Too Lopsided

Tor more than 30 years the Democrals
in presidentinl election years have been giving
the Republicans fits in the country's big citics,
Stung by the closeness of their defeat in 1960,
GOP leaders are selting out to try to reverse
the trend.

Most people think it all began with Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt in 1832, Actually, the first
significant swilch occurred four years earlier,
when Alfred E. Smith lost to Herbert Hoover.

Lost under Hoover's: electoral landslide
was the fact that Smith won five of the na-
tion's 12 largest cities and hung up a tolal
vote in the 12 greater than Hoover's. Also un.
noticed: a 400,000 decline in the Republican
vote in those areas back in 1924,

Thus 1024 and especially 1028 signaled
whal wis coming. In 1032 Roosevell won all
but Philadelphia among the hig 12. There-
after followed the deluge, with Roosevell win-
ning the entire lol in 1936, 1040 and 1044,
and Harry Truman duplicating in 1948,

Dwight Eisenhower broke the spell in
1852 hy taking Los Angeles and San Francisco
among the 12, Four years later he repeated
in those and also notlched Chicago, Baltimore
and Milwaukee,

But the new pattern failed to hold. Presi-
dent Kennedy in 1960 not only cleaned the
hoards In the 12 comparable cities, but won
26 of the nation's top 40. In those cities, the
GOP saw three million votes peeled off its
1066 presidential totals.

Their ecity losses were decisive in such

big electoral vote states as New York, Penn:
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sylvania. Tllinois and Michigan. They narrowly
saved California

The big question among Republican lead-
ers was: “Whal hit us?" They're trying to find
out, with a new special committee on big city
campaigning. It will soon meet to plot tac-
tics aimed at recapturing enough of the city
vole lo win koy elections in 1062 and regain
the presidency in 1064,

Party men are atlacking the problem on
several fronts, but the one uppermost in their
minds right now has to do with campaign’ or-
ganization. They say very frankly they were
improperly organized in many cities last fall.

Some see their toughest task that of
breaking into the pational, racial and religious
minorities which went heavily Demoeratic in
November. These make up 78 per cent of New
York's population, 65 per cent of Philadel
phia's and bulk large in Cleveland, Detroit,
Chicago and many other places.

Leaders found that in Philadelphia 85
per cent of their local chieftains were nol
members of the large minority groups. They
discovered, too, that they were undermanned
in 500 of the ecity's 1,600 precinets and not
manned at all in 300

They've hegun by examining six cities
as a pilot project. In the end they may study all
26 (hey lost.

Anyone interested in the health of the
Iwo major parties must wish them luck. No
party should have a monopoly of the cities,
the farms, or any region. Sensible balance
seems a wise goal.
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there’s never any happiness in dislik- 11 e actor 0 SO T
ing apybody? 13 Several fl

Some apartment janitors are so
burning up.

A Kansas bride was taken ill right
after she cooked her first meal. May-
be she baked her cake and ate it too.

An optimist is a person who is fool-
ish enough to lend money Lo relatives,
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Q—What new material is revo-
lutionizing the adhesives industry?
A—Tpoxy resins.

Q—When will Halley's Comet re-
appear?
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“Whatsa Matter, Can’t Y’ Read?"’

| aos Situation Poses Threat

To Kennedy Official Policy

By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER

WASHINGTON (API=The tide
of civil war in Laos Is beginning
lo run dangerously aguinsl Amer-
iean eftorts to unily and neutral-
Ize that Southeakt Asian country,

Worried Kennedy administra.
tion officials are now leying to
figure oul new' moves this country
ar its allies ean make o achiove
o milltary stalemate and provide
a Iresh basis lfor diplomatic ne
gollations

Officias hope te avoid a mili-
tary showdown with the Soviel
Union in Laos, but increasingly
It s boing: said privately by -
thorities  Here  that | the  United
States will mever allow the Com.
munist conguest of Laos ax

would endanger all of Soulheast
Asia

Unless the situation can be im-
proved Irom the Western point
ol view in the next two or [hree
wgeks, the United States will
have to toke a much stranger po.
sition than It has so [ar in leying
lo bring the civil war under con-
tral, vesponsible authorities say.

One possible ‘action under con-
sideration i8 o give the Soviet
government & new warning of the
serjonsness of Ameriean  inten-
tions not to seltle for anything
less than a neutralized Laos.

U.S,  Ambissidorr  Llewellyn
Thompson, who returned to Mos
cow [rom Washington early |nsi
week, s expected o explore Lhe
Laotian crisis wilth Soviel Pre-

Tax Foundation Book Is

Must Reading For Al

iy LYLE €, WILSON

WASHINGTON (UP) — Tax
Founddation, Inc., has published,
in n bright red poaper cover, &
book en government finance that
o child with eighth grade skill iy
grithmetic should be able (o
wnderstand.

The ehild could understand most
of It. anywsy. This ook s rec
ommended reading, bhowever, [or
the child's father and ony other
taxpaver. Several fabulations
the Toax Foundutions’ publication
should be read with special ot-
tention to o socko line from Presi.
dent  Kemnedv's inauvgurnl
address. The lme wos this

"Tellow  Americana,  ask  pol
what vour vountry will o lor vou
—ask whiit you can do for your
countey.”

It hos been @ long time since
Americans thought of governmen
in the ternis suggusted by the new

Pressdent.  Porhips:  they  never
did think in Mhose (erms. Th
pressure ot government s now,

and long has been, o do some-
thing for ol fellow Americans
This prossure i effective, Tt
has boosted government spending
by muany billions of dollirs. Fo
example, government spent about
$68 billions in fiseal vear 1954
tder the [rst Eizenhower budge!
President | Eisenihovwer  budgoeted
for the curtemt, 1961, lscal voan
Lo spend about £80.5 hilllons
You mav believe that this big
hike in government spending oo
a soveneyear  period  should  be
charged (o the cold wur awd other
international  deliviems. Noi 5o
The 1051 expenditore for major
natlpnal security was almost $47
billion,. The curvent hudge! poo
poses: major  natioeal  security
spending just short ol $46 billions
shout $1 hillion: down from 1664
80, whert are the arcas
por spending over this seven vear
periot® They are i the domesin
spread of spending lgely in be
bali of owr Tellow Americans to
whom Kennedy appealed on it
augueabion. day.  International al
fmirs and (imance spending. which
wvnot directly in behall of Amen
cans, did increase from 16958 1o
1961 lrom $1.7 to $2.1 bhillion
Velorans services amd benetits
however, increased  doring  (hat
pertod trom 342 fo €3 bilion
labor and weifare from 21 t»
L4 hillion. agricwliure and s e
solrees. from 525 o £54 billioa:
natinad ressives from 813 o &
billion: commerce and  bousing
from 3817 millien to 835 billion
The governmeat went inlo the
red for a groat doal of this spewd.

of big

ing In response to pressure from
our fellow Ameriians, That catised
another expense item'lo zoom lo
a shocking level, Interest on the
publio debt was %4 billlon o
fiseal 1958, This yoar it will ex-
ceed 39 hillion

That's where the money goes
The fovegoing illominating  and
simply  expressed information
from a single page of the Tax
Foundation's book. There are 275
peges.  This  book,  the 106061
edition of “Facts and Figures on
Government Finance' can be ore
dered from Tax Foundntion, lne.,
40 Rockefellor Pliza, New York
20 NY

I don't know what it costs. Bul
1 do know it s a burgain
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The achievement of human con-
trol over unlimited destruetive
power has invalidated a  hasic
premise guiding the interaction
of groups—namely that superior
destructive force s the final ar-
biter of conflicts,
=It. Jerom¢ K. Frank, profes.

sor of psyehiatey at Johns Hop-

kins U, H

We are a sovereign state with
all rights to establish relations
with whomevet we desire and in
whatevet manner we  consider
best [urters the watlonnl inler
oal
=Haul Roa, Cuban forelgn minis

ter,

No Klansman nor anvone else
who has aworn to uphold  the
Constitution and obey the laws of
the United States can in any way
stop integration nor the talking
over of state laws
=Bill Hedrix, head of the South-

ern Knighls of the Ku Kiux

Klan, resigning alter 28 vears®

membership,

Other nations Jook 10 the Unit:
ed States fer atomilc leader
In the absence of American lead
dership, we must expect more
dispatches, like those from Tel
Aviv and Parls, telling of joint
atomie projects of which we are
nol part. Forhaps they will he
peacelul, pethaps not
—=Publisher Hobert Mehinney,

mier Nikita Khrushchev as soon
us possible

The worsening of the situation
in Laos, as evaluated in official
quarters here, is due to a heavy
inflow of Soviet weapons and
Communist  military technicians
[rom Narth Viet Nam.

A Soviet airliit 10 the rebels in

the northern and eastern parts of
the country has been délivering
tons of weapons ond ammunition
including  artillery  fof  almost
thi'ee months,
“Truck coiivoys from Nprth Viet
Nam have also been delivering So-
viel weapans. The lotal amount
of supplies the rebels have ro-
ceived since Decembir i giti-
mated at 4,000 Lons or maore,

This buildup for an estimaled
forea of 2,000 Cofmmunist antd pro-
Communist roops, officials here
said, hus given the Reds o stight

edge in' military resources over °

the royal Luao army operaling un-
detr the government of Premier
Boun Oum,

The Reds have laken possis.
sion of ‘aboul a third ol the coun-
try. Tt is in the sense of In-
creased military power and ex-
lengive torritorial control that the
siluation  ix beginning 1o go
aghinst Amorican aims.

It has gone badly in anciher
respect. A regime Has been es-
tablished « st Xieng Khouang in
the nome of former neotralist
premier Souvinna Phouma.

Phoumy is regarded here as a
noutralisl rcather than a Commu-
nist, bul he Is bitter against the
Upited States on the ground that
It did not suppart his government
when he wis premier lale last
voht',

Photima’s identification with' the
regime el up in febel territory
gives it regime  considerable
prestige singe he i widely re.
gardel outside Luos as perhaps
the only man copable of unifying
the country

Effort= were recently. made lo
persuade Phouma o join  Lhe
Boun Oim governmen!. He s fe-
ported to have told the Western
powers that he would not take
part in any government unless {1
aldo included  representation lor
Communist - griented Pathel-Laa

Other  political moves  elther
otiginated of supported by Wach-
ington  Lave failled. The Soviet
Unian turmed down a proposal to
re-establish an International con
trol cominission, ovir Laos unless
it was preceded by an interna-
tional conlerence

Communist  governments  have
alse  rebuffed & proposal from
Ring Savang Vathana for crea
tion of a three-nution neutral com
mission to investigate conditions
in Laos and make proposals lor
a setllement

A grave prohlem is the danger
of & US Soviet arms race
Luos 1 the Sovlel arms buildup
continties 1o the point where the
military  balance 15 seriously
threatenod some olficials bere be
liove the United States will have
lo go in lor heavy military ad
to the Boun Oum government |
thal process ¢ nues on each
wide the fear is that it might load
to broadening the war very con
siderably ;

The 1%
resitsid it efforts to call
conference on Lhe
Olficialy now appear in
way from that po
they are sull rela
tagl o consider going into a con
ference when conditions in Laos
would pat the Western powers in
a bad bargaining stance fram Lhe
outsel

e Sales so (ar has

By PETER EDSON
Wishington Correspondent
Newspaper Enterprise Assn
WASHINGTON INEA) — A col-
lection of cute sayings by Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, printed in
this spice recently, has drawn
from roaders vehement comment

of two exactly opposite types

It seems thal people either like
the President's pretty wil. or else
they think it's terrible, and he
ought to eut it out

Lelters from fwo Pillshurgh
Press readers are typical of the
lot. And because this question of
injecting humor into politics seems
to have stirred up & minor con.
lroversy, it may he worthwhile
letting  both sides of the argu:
ment. have a fling at it in ap-
proximately equal space. as 0
nightcap to the Kennedy - Nixon
great debate,

First, here is whal a lady read-
er has to say,

"I should begin this letter with
a greeting, ‘Sir," but to me that
nime implies respect and, alter
reading your columns concerning
President Kennedy's ‘sense of hu-
mor," I'm alvaid any appropriate
greeting for you escapes me,

"It s obvious at this point
that 1 am a Republican. Bol let's
not digress, Whal you consider
humor on the part of Mr. Ken
nedy, 1 consider rank sarcasm,
which Is one brand of humor I
can't appreciute at all. 1t s usuals
ly a tradeamark of people who
seck {o belittle others in order
to raise their own stalure,

“To my mind it has exactly
the oppokite elfeel. One of thie
things 1 disliked inteatly  about
JFK wis his constant belittling
of Mr, Nixon and his remarks
durving the debates, 1t showed me

what kind of o man he really is. -

U1 was also proud of M. Nix-
on's composure during all this. He
did not stoop so low as Mr. Keps
nedy in his remarks

“With that off my chest—and
sinee I am not al all interested
in o Kennedy scrapbook—humor-
ous or otherwise=lot's find some.
thing a little more interesling to
weite aboul—hmmmm?"”

By HAROLD T. HYMAN, M.D.
of Written for
Newspaper Enterprise ‘Assn,

1 wsed fo foel very sorry lor
the many men who dreaded re:
tirernent. And for their wives who
wondered  what theyv'd do when
they found Iemzelves with *twice
ns much usband . and half thy
income

Here are a fow stovies which
tell ' why. my attitude changed: We
have o delghbor, an elderly cat
penter whe had bieen Ino “moth-
bBalls™ for the past several yeary
He loves wood. He hantdles a
picce ol good wood the way i
coneert violinist handles a Stradi-
variuk. He strokes it mlter It hoas
been plaped the way you wiid
pat the h=nd of o chertibie Young-
slor

Fyer since his retiroment, he
hus ‘been leaving  home Just as
unetially wilks tor A
ghop maintained by townlolks for
voeational Waining of the mental-
Iv relarded. There he spouds his
day  teaching by cxamply
skills necessary for' turning o
modest articles thal can be soll
for the benefit of sthe shap and
e individual workes :

Al day's end, he, returns horm
with no more mwmey m s pock

Thoughts

1 1 had not come and spoken
to them, they would nol have
sin: but now they have oo ex.
cuse for their sin.—~John 15:22,

5 ever

The depreciation of Christianity
by ndifference ix o 'more insidi.
ots and less curable evil thap
infidelity itsell —Bishop Whately

For thow, 0 Lord, art my hope,
my trust, O Lord, from my youth,
—Psalms 71:5.

Reverenice Is the very fiist o
ement of religion: I cannol bt
bo fell by eéveryome who has right
views of the divine greatnoss and
holiness, and of his own charac.
fer in the sight ol God.—Charles
Simmons

Behold, you trust in deceptive
words (o po availl.=Jeremiah 38,

Wisdom and truth, the of
of the sky. are immortal
curming and deception
ors of th
for a mo
—Robert Hall

ring
while

Manty seek the faver ol a miler
but from the Lord 2 man gets
justice. — Proverhs 2.3,

God wishes 1o
means of kindness
hand ks hold on
Henry Ward Beecher

exhaust  all
before His

EDSON IN WASHINGTON

Readers Differ Oh
Humor Of Kennedy

For the other side of this ar-
gument, a male reader writes:

“Dear Sir: Speaking of jowels
of humor during the presidential
election, don't forget to remembe;
the gems Mashed by the commen.
tatars, Specifically, T might men.
tion Huntley-Brinkley interviewing
Richard M. Nixon OcL 15

“Mr, Brinkley tin his inimical
[nshion| sald to Mr, Nixon, ‘I un-
derstand that the people of Whit.
tier, Calil,, are so certaln that you
will be elected President of these
United States thal they have al.
ready started to build the log cab-
in ‘vou wers born in!

“Mr. Nixon tnot catching on in
hig inimical faghion! "Well, 1 nev-
or vount my elections until T have
won them and that is why I have
never lost an election.”

“Being a Kennedy rooler, 1 did
nol vefrain from writing M
Brinkley. asking him to tell (he
peaple of Whittiér 1o hold off or-
dering the syrup until after the re-
sull of the election.

“To which M. Brinkley replied
‘It may, indeed, have been a mis-
Like to inject even a small touch
ol humor, bocause Mr. Nixon is
not particularly noted for his wit,
Bul it =eems lo be a lerribly
humorless campaign so far, and
1 think an oceasional Tight touch
{& called [or.’

“What do vou think? I think
Mr. Brinkley's humor is precious
hut he obviously was not following
ihe John F, Kennedy speeclies
where humor and wil are abup-
dant. . . .

1 think humor—good, clean wit
—ix a stopgap for boredom and ix
il vole: geller, even in.a presiden.
tial election.”

Both'  sides  hoaving now  boan
lieard In' rebuttal, the argurnent
will be considered closed.

But President Kennedy goes
right on poking fun, in his own
way. When he spoke to the Na-
lional Industrial Conference Board
of big businessmen here the other
day he observed: 1l would be
premalure to seek your support
In the next election. and maccur-
ate to express lhanks for your
suppart in the lasi "

THE DOCTOR SAYS . ..

Remaining Active
In Retirement Pays

ol than when he sel oul, bul a
muchi richor man In spiril
IBhcept that she veads to the

(blind, another of our nelghbors

a rotived ‘business  woman, in.
vists her reticement  time  with
similar satisfactions.

The third of this small group
Is ehair-ridden. Becouse she had
little: formal education, she had
more or 'ess persuaded hersolf
that “good literature™ was beyond
hor grasp. So she wasted her
doys and nights slaring al soup
operas, gun battles and rassling
malches.

With some urging, she was per
suided 1o make the reading o
quaintance of some of the famous
charanters of Hterature. Soon she
made friends with Huck Finn's
Aunt Polly, David Copperfield's
Peggoly antl Mrs, Wiggs of the
Cabbadge Patch, Now. she has pro-
mated herself (o lollowing the ca.
redr ol Searlott O'Huva,

She keepe apologizing for her
shw. progress. “But,' she says
ot malter how long it seems to
ke, 1 gel 1o the end too soon.”

Nead | add that none of these
neighbors appears in need of psy
chigtrie guidance br froatment?
None faces the Yng hours of Uhe
day and night with dread ot ap-
prehension

For a copy ol Dr. Hyman's lea!
ey Anticipating  Retirement”
wnd 10 cenls to Dy, Hyman, care
Herald and News, Box 409, Dept
B. Radio City Station, New York.
m Ky

Almanac

iy United Press Internatianal

Today (s Tuesday, March 7, the
Gth day of the year with 29
mare in 1961

The  moon
list quavter

The morning sthrs ave Jupiter
antl Satiny

_The evening stars are Mars and
Vetmis

Un this day i history:

In 1847 Amorican horticulrurist
Laither Burbank was born

is approaching its

In 1875, Maurice Ravel, famed
rrench composer. was born
In 576, Alexander Graham Bell

received o patent for his invention
of the telophone

In 136, Adoli Hitler ordered his
froope o March intn the Rhine
1 this hreaking the Treaty of
Versaifies and the Locarns Pact

In 180, 10 & mad dach to safe-
Iy, the Bratish ltner Queen Elis
beth arrved m New York harbet
sale from Naxu submarine and
Alr attacks

Thought far today: Norman
Douglas said: Many a man whe
thinks he found & home discovers
that be has mercly opened a tav-
ern lor s friends
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