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White House

Maid Recalls

First Ladies
NEW YORK (API What presi-

dent didn't want to see servants
about in the While House, causing
them to hide in closets some-time- s'

Which lady was the most

considerate?
LUlian Rogers Parks, a veteran

of 30 years as a White House

maid, gives her answers to these

questions in a book to be pub-

lished Feb. 27.

Her account of doings at 1600

Pennsylvania Ave. may be one of

the last to be published. Oh Thurs-

day it was announced that, at th

request of chief usher J. Bernard

West, domestic personnel there
now were pledged to refrain from

publishing memoirs.

Mrs. Parks tells of hundred of

incidents involving the occupants

during her three decades the

amusing, the sad, the embarrass-

ing, and the good and bad points
of those she served.

Regarding various first ladies:

"I think the behavior of Mrs.

Truman toward the White House

servants sel the best example for ,

any future first lady. She was
neither too sentimental, nor loo

harsh.
"She didn't keep looking over

our shoulders, as Mrs. Eisenhow-

er did; and she didn't ignore the

work that was done, as Mrs.

Roosevelt did. Mrs. Truman was

the most considerate first lady in

recent decades."
"Mrs. Hoover kept the White

House in the most turmoil. Things
were always in such a state of

flux that it would be quite true
to say that she never did get com-

pletely settled. Almost every
room was in a torn up state, and

as soon as, it was fixed one way,
she would decide it would look

better another way."
Mrs. Roosevelt: "If you angered

her, you were a dead duck. Let
one servant prove himself 'una-

ble to get along with the rest of
the help,' let him be caught
quarrelsome or irritable, and out
he would go."

Mrs. Eisenhower: "By compari-
son, Mrs. Eisenhower lost her
temper frequently, but got over
it just as quickly, and did not
fire anvone. In fact, she would
be exceptionally nice to make up
for it." Sho also ordered that" all

food be saved for later
use.

"The Hoovers were fierce about
servants being neither seen,

and heaven help you if you
were caught in Ihe hall when the

president was coming. It was a
sort of scandal around the White

House, the way we would dodge
into a particular closet."

Hoover's successor, Roosevelt,

'gave the order to stop this and

just act natural." Truman was'
"the most insistent that we be
at ease."

Roosevelt: Ho had great per-
sonal wealth and gave "the im-

pression of great generosity," but
was a penny-pinch- on household

expenses. He also was "very sen-

sitive to the feelings of others,
a quality that made him most
kind to the help."

Eisenhower had such a hot tem-

per his wile was in constant fear
he would "bust out at the wrong
time," but: "He and the first
lady shared an amazing bond that
was a joy to behold. She was the
most feminine of Ihe four first
ladies I had worked for, and
showed the greatest possessive-ncs- s

toward her husband."

County Judge
Must Refund

PENDLETON (AP) - Umatilla
County Judge D. R. Cook must
repay $255 in mileage expenses
he received for travel between
Ihe courthouse here and his home
in Helix, Circuit Judge Wesley
F. Brownton ruled Friday.

The ruling came as a result of
a suit filed by Arden P. Bohna,
who said he brought the action
in behalf of other county tax-

payers.
Brownton said the county court

ior payment 01 mileage allow-
ances for transportation to and
from work.

The original claim was for
BB9, which included mileaop al.
lowance paid Cook on official
business. Brownton said the K.iS

offical duties.
,

JllCES-l- CAR

SAV MATEO. Calif. lUPII-- Or-

ange juice salesman Owen Cort
is a man with faith in his nradur!

When his car overheated on the
San Mateo Bridge three miles

jfrom the exit Fridav. he poured
quart of orange juice into the

radiator, steamed fracjiantly and
successfully to Ihe toll plaza and
irom mere to the nearest service
station.
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