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Cingsley Field Key To Basin Prosperity
Maintenance Squadron (CAMROMlAir Force men are subject to call

deployed te Tyndall Air Force'qt any hour of the day or night.
shared the facility for the next
10 years. Then, early in 1956.

with the government stressing a

strong defense program as a det- -

By C.I Y W. FARMER

Kingsley Field, an Air Force
installation on the outskirts of

Klamath Falls, is a key lo the
Base, Fla., late in the year and Simulated defense execises are

- - - -. , . ...

f - - - - '

the mill." The largest one in
progress is a complete refinishinr;
of the runways at the field. The
strips must be strengthened to
withstand the beating that they
Like from 101s landing at a
speed of 200 miles an hour A

fieauent. In the largest exercises.

giant BS. B47 slid B57, bombersierrent to war, the Air Force de-

cided that Kingsley Field would

scored a near perfect record in
simulated atomic rocket firings.

Those squadrons are two of five

squadrons on the base under the

jurisdiction of the 408th group.
Besides the 322nd and the 408th

CAMRON, there are the 408th

are sent into the area in an at-

tempt to penetrate the defense

network.
"Air defense is a team job,"

Colonel Welch says. "Every man

continued progress and prosperuj
of the entire Klamath Basin.

The FI01B "Voodoo," awkward

on the ground but deadly and

graceful in the air, is a familiar

sight by now in the skies ovtr
the Klamath area. Those who dis

(ill in the air defense gap be-

tween Portland and San Francisco.
The base was reactivated by

the Air Force on April 8, 1956.
'WL

muyt do his part to make the sysMateriel Squadron i MATRON!
408th Air Base Squadron lABRON'ltcm work " The system is called

unH ansih iir vr, nicru.nc-.rv- . "alert." Fullv clothed crews are

At first it was to be called Klam-- ,

ath Falls Air Force Base but it

was later named Kingsley Field

in honor of a young Portland

bombardier, Lt. David R. King-sle-

who lost tils life in 1944

3
Four other units receive loaistical,sli,ndinK by al a" limes in .lh"!

new addition to the base chapel
lo house Sunday School and Bible
classes" is underway. The alert
hangar is also clue for a remod-

eling. And an armamcnt electron-:ic- s

building is scheduled for com-

pletion this year.
The continued growth of King-sle-

Field means progress to the
Klamath Basin. Last year, be-

sides the six million dollar pay-
roll, another two million dollars
was spent with contractors and
firms in the local area. This

parage the loud roar of the huge

jets "would do well to consider

vital role played by the Air Force

in the economic and military life

of the Basin.

Kingslcy Field is a city in it-

self. It is self sufficient in some

respects but dependent on Klam- -

support from the 408th Fighter
Group: they are the 827th Radar
Squadron, the 2034th Aircraft and

Airways Communication System

alert hangar at the north end of

ihe field. Through cooperation be-

tween air and ground crews, two

101s can be airborne within five

minutes of any attack warning.
The description of Kingsleyl

Field as a city is not a misnomer.

The base has its own grocery

Detachment (AACSi, Detachment
2 of the 35th Weather Squadron

during a bombing raid over Ploe-st-

Romania. Lieutenant King-

sley dropped his bombs and, des-

pite the fact that his aircraft
was extensively damaged by flak,
he administered first aid to (wo

wounded crew members and
strapped his own parachute oh a
wounded gunner to save the

and the Office of Special Inves-

tigations (the Air Force's cloak helped to offset the slump in the
lumber industry.

So. based on a record nf cnlirl
store and meat market, varietyand dagger outfit'.

The 827th Radar Squadron is. store, dry cleaners, post office,
snack bar. church, fire departIbest known for the giant "bub-- achievement and active leader-

ship, the community may well 3man's life ible" or radome atop Hamaker
A small handful of men worked ue proua oi Kingsley Field which,

in turn, is looking nhend tn ih ftdiligently and the new base be
challenge of the space age. 5 "rigan to jnushroom. The first base

Mountain, east of Keno. From
that vantage point, radar surveil-
lance is maintained over a large
portion of the .Northwest. Elec-

tronic messages are also relayed

ment and theater. Other personal
services such as legal advice,
medical services and rental of

sports equipment is made avail-

able to the airmen.

Housing Area
The housing area was complet-

ed in November. 1958, at a cos!

commander, Col. Samuel Grashm,

Vsand a full complement of men ar-

rived in May, 1956. Since that
time, more than 25 million dollars

NEW P1NEIUIRST COURSE

PINEHURST. N.C. (APl-C- nn.

from Portland Air Defense Sec-

tor headquarters at Adair, near - 1.struction of a fifth nnlf pnnrsa hit-Corvallis.
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of 4'i million dollars. It was
named Falcon Heights in a public

has been expended to develop the
Air Defense Command's newest
base.

Base Commander
The present base commander is

begun at the Pinehurst Country
Club. The winter resort club
tucked away in North Carolina's
sandhills hopes to have the course
ready for play in September.

extreme left. The alert hangar, where air and ground
crews stand alert, is at the bottom of the picture.
Kingsley Field is an important factor in the continued
progress of the Klamath Basin as it contributes nearly
$10 million a year to the economy. j

THIS AERIAL VIEW of Kingsley Field shows the layout
of one of the Air Defense CommanH's newest bases. The
(light line and FI0I-- "Voodoos" are lined up in the
middle of the picture. The FAA conrrol tower is at the
left of center and the main north-sout- h runway is at the

contest in July, 1959, by Don

Stastny of Malin. The 290 families
have two, three and four bed

Col. Rupert C. Welch, aFighter Group
The 408th Fighter Group wasl veteran who has been flying for

more than 19 years. The colonelassigned to the base as the pri
mary unit. The organization was
first constituted in April, 1943, at

has become known at Kingsley
as a man who does not litces to

1 ft Kcv Field in Meridian, Miss. 11

KLAMATH IRON WORKS ...was the 408th Bombardment

room units in the brick duplexes.
Each unit is furnished with elec-

tric appliances, a garage and has

a spacious yard. Falcon Heights
is considered to be one of the
most modern housing areas in

the Air Force. Due to the demand
for units, airmen below the grade
of airman first class must live
in town. Falcon Heights, like any
community of young couples, has

Group in those days. After con

ducting flying training programs,

accept second place in anything.
He is fully qualified in the "Voo-

doo" and is a fair, but exacting
commander. He was born in Okla-

homa, a test pilot and
is an expert in the field of supply
and materiel. The versatile base
commander has accumulated

at vases in Mississippi, Florida.
Texas. Louisiana andd Oklahoma.
the group was disbanded in April SERVING IN DUSTRY

I
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more than 4,000 flying hours andia prodigious birthrate.
What are the prospects for the

1944. .
The 408th, in little more than

five years, has earned an envi-

able reputation throughout the Air
Force and Air Defense Command
Last fall, the 403th was designat SINCE 19 23!ed as the best 101 outfit in Air
Defense Command as a result of

holds a bachelor s degree in in-

ternational relations from San
Francisco State College.

Colonel Welch and his' 'wife,
E. Kathryn, and two children,
Janet K., 15, and Rupert C. Jr.,
12, live --in Falcon Heights.

The base's mission is air de-

fense. Guarding against surprise
air attack is a job.

future? Despite talk of missiles
and fully automatic warfare, King-

sley Field will remain an inter-

ceptor base for the foreseeable fu-

ture. The 20 "Voodoos" lined up
on the Kingsley Field flight line
are a powerful deterrent to a po-

tential aggressor.
There are several projects "in

an operational readiness inspec-
tion conducted by headquarters.
The 322nd Fighter - Interceptor
Squadron and 408th Consolidated

COL RUPERT C. WELCH.
42, became Kingsley Field
commander last July. He
entered the United States
Cavalry in 1941 to begin
his long and distinguished
military career. ' He is

"combat ready" in the
FIOO-- "Voodoo" and has
amassed more than 4,000
hours flying time. Colonel
Welch was preceded at
Kingsley by Col. Jack W.
Williams, Lt. Col, Raymond
A. Thornton and Col. Sam-
uel Grashio.

ath Falls in many ways. With a
population of almost 1,500 and an
annual payroll in excess of six
million dol.lars, the base is big
business.

290 Families
Although 290 families live in the

Falcon Heights area,
many more military families live
in Klamath Falls. Air Force peo-

ple are active in almost every
aspect of community life, from
the church to organized sports.
While Air Force men have tre-

mendous pride in their base and
the organizations, so too do they
speak highly of the Klamath area.
It is not unusual to hear the old-

er men planning retirement here.
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Kingsley Field has come a long
way since the Navy constructed a
few wooden frame buildings in

World War ir on wasteland five

Designing ManufacturingEngineeringmiles southwest of Klamath Falls.
The Navy used the installation un-

til the close of the war. On Jan.
31, 1946, the base was deactivat-
ed and the buildings were divided
between the city and the Bureau
of Reclamation.

The city, using the base as a
municipal airport, and the bureau

THIS IS WHAT the alert hangar at Kingsley Field looks like when the horn goes off
signifying a'pract'ce alert. Air.and ground crews, on duty in the center section of the
hangar, "scramble" to their airplanes. The base is capable of qetting two FI0I--

"Voodoos" airborne within five minutes. Alerts are coordinated .between the fliers,
the FAA tower and Portland Air Defense headauarters at Adair, near Corvallis.

Heavy & Commercial Trucking Service

PROGRESS SINCE 1938!
one of theKlamoth Iron Work's big machine shop ,

best equipped on the West Coast.

Heavy Machinery Maintenance and Manufacturing

for Industry Locally and Throughout the World.

Klamath Iron Works has Ihe largos! and best equipped ma-

chine shop for manufacturing and repairing industrial ma-

chinery between Portland and San Francisco. Since its found-

ing 1923, Klamath Iron has constantly, increased the scope

of its services and is now the leading maintenance shop for

Southern Oregon and Northern California industrial businesses.

More than 40 men are employed at the local plant.

Mechanical Equipment Maintenance

Saw Mill-an- Box Factory Equipment

Remanufacturing and Lumber Handling Systems

Complete Plants Built to Specifications

Home of Klamath's Only Foundry

rirrr
O'CWI.

Beginning with one truck and a proyer . . . EMPIRE TRANSPORT, Inc.
has built into a vital heavy hauling service to the growing Klamath
community . . . handling every conceivable transportation job with a

variety of hauling equipment. The pictures above show some of the
specialized hauling tasks performed by EMPIRE TRANSPORT, Inc. . . .

servicing industry throughout Oregon and Northern California plus serv-

ice connections into Washington, Idaho and Montana. EMPIRE
- TRANSPORT, Inc.,
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Klamath Iron Works has become one of the West Coast's lead-

ing exporters of lumber handling and manufacturing equip-

ment. Plants manufactured in the local shop are now in use

in the Philippines, New Zealand, Borneo and Central ond

South America.

1 looking towards the soar
ing 60's with optimism
. . , confidence!

Klornath Falls' only foundry . . . more thon 38 year's
accumulation ol molds and forms are on file In Klom-oi-

Iron's huge slockroom, ond almost any type of geor,
pulley, fly wheel, etc., can be quickly cast. Above, molten
metal is being poured into molds.

E P. Andersen, founder of EMPIBB TftANSPORT. INC.. hei J1 fttrt
perience n the cemmercol and heavy Mulmi bunnen. In 140 he founded
Andenen Motor FrttQhf and oo rated the company wnttl 1M whan ho

told out. In itM he' founded Andarten freighl Line and In lM the
wai incorporaled and the name changed lo EMPIRI TftANIPORT, Inc.
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