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IT'S WORTH A TRIP TO SHOP
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THIS BUILDING, built in 1929 at a cost of $526,000, falls victim to progress, as it
is demolished to make way for a parking lot. At one time, this theater was one of the

finest on the entire West Coast. y
Park And Shop Operation
Adds Needed Parking Lot

businessmen or landlords.
Stockholders number in the vi

cinity of 30, one member said

cover the business district. a(
least from the vicinity of Elev-

enth Street through the Link Riv-

er end of the city, with parking
lots.

Even large chain stores with

absentee owners are expected to

And the corporation is seeking
others. Sought in particular are
landlords who rent property to

businessmen, though anyone may
purchase stock. subscribe fo the ticket validation

A healthy business district is
lo the landlords' advantage, say

plan.

Corporation officials believe the

system may develop popularity
rather slowly. The public must

corporation officials. Adequate

By NORM CARDOZA
The Klamath Merchants Associ-

ation's most ambitious program to

date to put zip into the downtown

business core is expected to get

underway April 1 with opening
of a Park and Shop Corporation

parking lot where the old Peli-

can Theater stood.
The lot will accommodate rn

estimated 75 cars and "adjacent

property will be available for

about 35 more if the space is

needed, said a corporation stock-

holder.
An undisclosed number of other

parking lots bearing Park and

Shop endorsement may be ready
then, too, the merchants say.

Meanwhile negotiations are con-

tinuing for other property the

corporation stockholders hope to

parking facilities are an asset
be educated in mechanics of thethat help assure value ot down

' 'town property. plan, they state. They are plan-

ning a massive advertising camThat responsibility is more the

paign using the newspaper and
various other media to acquaint

landlords than the merchants, they
add, since participating merchants
must pay for parking time. the public with the plan.

Each stockholder is assessed aCorporation members hope to

monthly fee for advertising andopen with 50 participating mer-

chants and they hope eventually to promotion.
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rent or buy lor stratcgicallylocat-e-
parking lots.

If the plan works, the parking
system will grow until parking fa-

cilities are deemed sufficient and

traffic congestion in the downtown

area is eased.

Ideally, say merchants, every
block in the shopping area, no
matter how small, should have a

parking area or two. No such

plans are firm here, However.
Stockholders have plenty of pre-

cedent on which to base confidence

that the plan will work. The idea

originated in the East and spread

quickly all over the nation.
Medford's Park and Shop system,

completed a year of operation last

August, and Portland's got under-- 1

way recently.
The system works this way:
A customer gets free parking if

he buys merchandise at one of

the participating merchants' store.

He drives into the parking lot

and receives a ticket from the

attendant. He takes the ticket to

the store where he makes a pur-

chase. The merchant there stamps
the ticket.

When the customer returns to

the lot, he gives the ticket to

the attendant. The merchant is

charged an hourly rate that ac-

crues to the Park and Shop Cor-

poration.
The corporation is designed to

he profitable for stockholders, but
it is even more a civic improve-
ment venture. Many, but not all.
of the stockholders are downtown
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MAKING WAY for a parking lot that vSill handle about
70 automobiles, the Pelican Theater crumbles under th

impact of a ponderous steel ball and disintegrates into
rubbish. It is estimated that the parking lot, a project
of the newly formed Park and Shop Corporation, wilt b

ready for operation by April I,

Merchants Of Downtown Area

Eye NeededFuture De velopments
patronage was not sufficient to
warrant the continued operation.
and after a survev of those usinR
the buses, it was decided to drop
the operalion

Jim Parks, Fran Hales and
Lewis Wavhurn will handle
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ranerments for the Fourth of

July activities including a huge
parade. '

Another fealure parade spon

Merchants of the downtown

business area of Klamath Falls
have their own association which

is headed for 1961 by Bob Beach

of Beach's Jewelry.

Other officers of the merchants

group include Frank Bogatay as

rice president. A execu-

tive committee completes t h e

governing body for the group.

This group plans and directs
the coordinated efforts of the

downtown area in promotions and

activity. The assciation has pur-

chased and directed the hanging
of Christmas decorations each

year, sponsored a beautification

program during 10 which saw

the installation of redwood plant-

er boxes up and down both sides

of Main Street, and in February
launched a retail sales clinic that
will continue through March 15.

sored each year by the Mer
chanls Association jointly with

the Junior Chamber of Commerce
is the Christmas opening parade.

LaPointe'i Medford
1961
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The float entered by the Rain-

bow Girls was declared the top

prize winner of $100 in the I960

parade.
In addition to promotions and

other activities such as these pa-

rades, the merchants have care-full-

considered a number of ex-

BOB BEACH

LoPomte't provides cuitomer porking of the reor of the

tor as well o inexpensive hoppr parking for everybody

on the former COPCO lot behind Stor Drug.
These activities are in additioniopcratinnal plans is (hat of the penmental moves in the business

to coordination of special jointPark and Shop Corporation which area such as installation of a

promotions on such annual events will go into full operation on'mall lype operation similar lo the

as Back - to - School. Christmas April with the parking lot nnapproach taken by some of the

Fourth of July and other special the site of the former Pelican'larger lype shopping centers,

activities. Theater. Lack of willingness on ihe part
The organization was founded; Several years ago Ihe problem of the Oregon Highway Depart-man-

years aco. and in late of a bus service lo Ihe diwnlown ment to permit rerouting of

has come under increasing area faced the group when the fic throuch the business area of

pressure from the establishment privately operated bus servirclthe city has had a deterring ef

of shopping centers.. P a r k i n g( failed. Merchants and business-fee- t on some of the merchants'

problems of the downtown eoreimen of the area handed together plans for the downtown area
area have been a matter of great 'on a stock basis lo inaugurate a However, the recently completed
concern to these businessmen, bus service utilizing expandedjwest side bypass is expected to

and a number of plans have been Volkwaaen buses with a capacityirelieve some of the pressing
to alleviate this prob- - of about 20 pasencers. lems of throuch traffic and may

cm. This bus service operated sue- - assist the merchants in future

Foremost among the currently cesful!y Mr several jears, bill planning


