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. Oregon Water Co. Is Barometer
ol ~ 0f Community’s Growing Economy

Oregon Waler Corporation, the suburban area soon proved last year was “the first since
which' owns and operates thelinndequate. In the middle 10405128 for local users.

woter system  in  the Klamath'the firm lnid & $2.inch main down, Klamath Falls' water system
Falls area, Is in itse!f a barome. South Sixth Strect to replace alhas always been privately owned
tr of progress in the com-|sivinch pipe. A million gallon/it began under the direction of

munity. storage reservoir was added foriH. V. Gates Nov. ), 1885, as the
The firm's $2.120000 plantthe suburban area and the air- Klamath Falls Light and Water
setves about 9,400 customors, in-lport in 1958 . Company. On Dec. 31, 1011, the

cluding  families and businesses, This vear Oregon Waler Cor-California Oregon Compan
in Klamath Falls and the subur- porntion has enrmarked $30,000 hought out the firm and operated
ban aren. Growth of the com-for improvemenls in ils walerjthe system until July 15, 1850
munity over the past five yearsisystem and service [acilities, Ofiwhen it was sold to the Oregon
i5 shown by 1965 figures that listjthat amount, $25.000 will be used Water Corporation

5,545 waoter users and by the 105tifor replacument of existing wa- The first well was drilled In
total of BI66 users ter miins 1912, Tn 1906 an 500,000 gallon res
| Community growih is the kind  Additionsl mains will be added ervolr was built at Fifth* and
of problem that Glen Bowen. lo- as new subdivisions come into the|Grant to replace a tank that ha,
cal manoger, likes o contem-|cily, Radio equipment will belbeen in setvice, since aboul 1900

-

i | . P4

ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST TRAIN in the Klamath Falls vicinity was capturad by this | in the words of than Mayer Fred 7. Sandarsen, "annbxad.” Klamath County to the rast plate. ladded to the firm's vohicles to!In 1931 another 4,000 gallon res.
sarly day photograph which shows the celebration that took place on that day, Juns | of the outside world. - [Picturs Courtesy Hal Ogle] | Bowen points out that the phe-!coordinate and spoed service work. lervolr was built to serve the city
14, 1909. About 2,000 persons were on hqnd to_commemorate the occasion which, | 'nomenal growth of the South Sub-| With 137 miles of mains fo Il was necessary in 193940 1o

- —{urban area has pul stresses and maintain, the firm's employes drill another well—this one was

@ [ ] [ ] [ a 'straing on the waler system whichireally get  around. The arcal8sd feol deep and was the [ast
r are still In the process of solu-iserved exiends from the 1700/one brought in' st the Conger

' e e e ‘ a ’o‘, |tion. iblack on Lakeshore Drive, to the Avenue Slation. A tremendpys

In the near future, Oregon Wa- alrport on the south, Palterson supply of water at the station

(From #he Herald snd News ol|lsolation and deprivation, are re-{supplying (he East with lumberiaths County Chamber of Com-schpols were recessed and busi-|Klamath Falls and Lakeview, a-:::l ({.ol:ﬁo :;:h:ﬂ ;;l:]:s ::d d.:f’“;h: 3::.::1‘[[1:1"011-:w|}::lt:;rm e 1% :}‘:I[II: “‘:L:‘II\' “:I!Ll:\ gl
g iy jl;!c:ll.:ﬁr T[l;l;ri:ﬁh;I‘-m:l[?;n-:rrll :;1.:1: nngrf:ulc!l W. H Holabir _iml‘l'cr (which was formod in 1906 ness ceased. The Klamath Fallsltennis tourney. a “bronco busting!Fremont Bridge to bring "‘"“‘-i The firm has an average of 20| Oregon' Water Corppration has
By NORM CARDOZA I'"': ik Lol rla][vtrunce"‘ i tlll:(::;ﬁl{u fbres ’"I“ [' d-} Alto. subsoribe $100,000 Lo lure the|Military Band and the Petersonfcontest.” a “Cilithumplan” pa. ¥oler into the system which isjemployes who eam a total of its shave of long-time employes-
People af Klamath County were| llil:e ore statements by Judge|wo R i !Inl!r'nll’null' laces county populath hich was travel- and & ; now served by a remarkableiabout $122.000 a vear Bowen has been in the waler bisi.

" | v . |won for 8P a clear track intn|* I ¢ county population|Brothers Band, which was travel-\rade, and a water carnival an v . . _ X .
having 2 wopderful.lime 30 years J. B. Griffiths who prophesied:|Klamath Falls, foretold that Kl ot B1.11% the city's at 20200, and ing with & circus brought to town|Lake Ews [source at fhe Conger Avenue| Bowen explained that since wi ness higre for 20 yeurs, foreman
ago this yen. s | b, Toratold that Kiam. b 27,115 the ] ey st el '_" el |pumping station. ter rates are based primarily on Ralph Nelson started in 1926, me-

1 1al The marshes that are richer ath County contained enough room|ihe South Suburban area at 16,000, for the celebration, played | 5o hegan an era for the Bi| “The wells on Conger Avenue!'the val f the utility's plant, [ter repairman Chuck Olimann be-

}'f'ﬁl'}! all Km_d g‘i’lﬂ" P“’l‘tz;tlmu anything you ever saw will for 100,000 people, and that Klam.|excluding approximately 5000 at| Railroad excursions to Ady and|sin, and the railroad lived up tolean :z:!oqum'oivu ‘llﬁ;ruhﬁhp' nrga:!ij:]:u;:;: “"w:‘or “t"nll:r;w:'élaml i{:r:!{.'[lﬂ ,\'," “'.nr‘_;'l.a'r“{,r_ S
TMKI i Bn:i;uwm .hnpmn‘:mmoduy grow the finest colery ath Falls would become a com-[Kingsley Field and Capebart|hack cost 33 conts. There werejjust about all the fond dreams oflneeds, but the “thfem = rnn\:-inprralcd with an economical, but Mathis, consumer service repre
: i ﬂl n!m T ulwaynwuﬂ ever saw. L. munity of 20,000, Housing [trapshoots, an old seftlers’ reun-{the “'isolated and deprived” Klam-/ing the water.' Bowen explained.|reliable system. He pointed out sentative, has served both own
k';“e'w]';;ey A {_“Klamath County will soon he| Latest estimates by the Klam:| To celebrale the pccasfon|ion. & baseball game hetween ath residents, | Original mains placed to serve that a small water rale increaselers sinco 1m0

In that yesr two major devel:
opments that would change the
aroa’s economic picture complote-
Iy took place, The first Southern
Pacifie train tootled' into town.
And In the same breath, the fed:
aral government launched its $4.
500,000 reclamation project that
would relesse more than 300,000
fertile acres for farming.

The rallroad captured the fancy
of people who lived In the Basin
thén. For several years they suf-
fored through one disappointment
aftor another waiting for rails
to span ths mountains betweon
Klamath Falle and Weed. When
the big project was compleled,
they staged ane of the biggest and
wildest celebrations the town had
ever seen, They foll roprieved
from exile and ready to make the
Enin the gardon apot of the na:

o, :

They honored the man who
brought the railroad by exalting
him only slightly less than God.
E. 3L Horviman, president of
Southern Pacliic, had streots and)|

londmarks named for him, and1 .
the mavor i # welcoma spoech
called him “Brother Harriman.'"
A now ora was born and an old y
one wis dying during the celebra- \
ton, Throngs of people bourded x

the steamer Klamath and rode
to Ady, a few miles down the
Klamath River, on the passenger
boat's last run, There they board, |
ed the first northbound traln and|
rode triumphantly back into town,

The Klumath used fo steam
passengers and frelght lo Laird's
Landing, 80 miles below Klamath
Falls on Lower Klamath Lake
From there the paylond was

...IN A GROWING COMMUNITY THEN

ONIMOYD V NI * "

Klamath Falls was just starting to grow when Mr. and Mrs. N, B. Drew decided

'MON ALINNWWNOD

:‘;::lh’f:rﬁu:&;:r?:l;nﬁo“:i;’- to leave their DEM Cleaning business partnership, which they hod been in since
mﬂlum \:iﬁ g:.,?;cflh:udspﬂli\{gs . early 1918, and open the first Drews Manstore pictured above. The first store was
ml;n[ng bet\_um San Francieco | located on the present First National Bank corner ot éth and Main, and was
and Portlana,
At the same time, rumblings of | * called N, B, Drew “Mens Togs."” 5

rafge wars between cattlemen

and sheepmen still were circulal:
ing, Rumors had it that men were In 1925 the store wos moved to the present location at 733 Main Street. After

shooting at each other, but news-|
paper accounts of the period indi:

the war the four Drew brothers and their wives bought in as full partners, ond

';f:lﬁmfi';:“m::m‘::m‘m —l in 1946 the Gun Store wos odded In 1947 they doubled the size of the present
8ig lumber companies were hu,-l Drews Manstare aperation —~

ing large tracts of timber, pre.
viously considered worth some.

thing, but not much. The éity was The Town and Country branch was added in 1956, Down through the vears
bullding & lbrary, a high school : I !
and other public works. through wars, depressions, recessions, good times and bad, thesa stores have moved

The official celebration herald:
ing the arrival of the railroad
was saved [or June 14, 1909, just
under a month since the first train|

ahead with the growing Klamath Basin. All four Drew brothers: Greer, Frank,

Lloyd and Cecil are active in the daily business of the three stores. The combined

arrived. -
Sald one newspaper wrlter: “Na.| stores now have an annual payroll, and other business expenses that put 5190,000
ture in all s beauty elothed in . into the community each year

glorlous sunshing and kissed hy
the genlle breexe from off the|

snow-capped poaks and shimmer- Yes, along with the Basim; we will continue to grow as we think this
ing lakes gave cordial welcome S
to Klamath's greatest day, and country is just getting o good start. .

by its gentle touch gave lllmu-'

lus to the enthusiasm that has'

been held In bay for this occa| & *
slon." h

About 2,000 poople attended,
That was nearly double the papu-
Intion of Klamath Falls. Digni.
taries from Sucramento and San
Francisco were present. “The
anly delegation missing,” the re.|™
porter snickered, “'was from poor|
old Portland."

It would be another 17 years|
before the Southert Pacific com.!#
pleted the cirouit from Klamath
Falls to Portland. |

In his speech o the assembly,
Mayor Fred T. Sanderson said,|
“Today marks the passing for all| &
tiine, = far as Klamath Falls s
concerned, of the stagecoach and|
freight team.'*| |

“It is as though we had toduy|
been annexed to and made n part/
of the great commofiwsalth of

Oregon,

“My friends, we are grateful to
J Brother Harriman for his efforts
d to eliminate the beautiful dis.

r tances thal have for years inter
vened between us and civilization

“Lat us not forgot that today|
they (nea counties and com-
munities without railroad) in their

DREWS MANSTORE
el THE GUN STORE
FOR Y 7t e e s e DREWS Town & Country

Gun Store at 714 Main :
Drews Manstore, Town and Country Shopping Center




