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Survey Sees Machinery
For Future Harvesting

Oregon's potatoes will be har by machine than by band.
vested more and more by local
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labor (rather than migrant! and

by mechanized equipment, accord

ing to a survey completed in Jan
uary by the Oregon State Depart-- !

ment'of Employment, Division1 of,
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Research and Statistics. The sur-

vey, showing the potato harvest

picture through 1963, is entitled

"Survey of Manpower Effects of

Use of Potato Harvesting Equip

. In the East Central (Ontario!
area, the survey shows that pro-
duction increased from 595.000

hundredweight in 1959 to 1.500,-00-

in 1960. In thw area total
workers decreased from 1,150 to
860 largely due to machine use.
One grower in the area estimat-
ed his labor costs by machine
were $350 for 25 acres. He felt

that, including gas, oil, and main-

tenance, his costs represented a
50 per cent reduction.

In the Ontario area also, the

sugar beat is the most stable
crop, the survey found. The de-

mand for workers in this crop
precedes the demand for pota-

toes, and since the need for work-

ers in sugar beets and other crops
also follows the potato crop, mech

ment."
As result of a questionnaire

mailed to potato farmers in the

three major Oregon potato har-

vest areas, tiie answers show both

acreage and production of pota-

toes will be increased by 1961 and
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( mimmimiirmnnmeven more by 1963, according to1

present estimates taken by the

TV V. ' hsurvey in cooperation wiin tne
U.S. Department of Labor. anization is not expected to

In the Central Oregon area pro change the present demand for
duction of potatoes in hundred

weight increased from 1,400,000 to migrant labor in other than the

potato crop in the Ontario area.
In the Klamath Basin potato1,412,000. At the same time, total

employment of workers in potato
harvest increased by 100 from

JOE MEEKER, left, discusses the now Scott Warren potato planter with his crew. The
tuber unit plantar wat used on the Meeker ranch soon after the machine was first
developed. Seed potato producers like the feature of planting all pieces from one
tuber In consecutive order. Disease spread can be easily cheeked when coming from
one seed tuber.

area, the survey showed produc-
tion of machine-harveste- pota-

toes dropped from 1,960,000 hun1,100 to 1.200. 1960 over 19S9. It

Since its inception 43 years ago your Cooperative Land
Bank System has pioneered most of the major improve-
ments in the field of farm mortgage credit and contin-

ues to lead this field. More and more farmers and

ranchers in this area are finding that our long-ter-

low-co- credit service is not only economical but ideal-

ly geared to fit their individual plans and needs. 'Unre-

stricted privileges mean more money in

your pocket, and we stand ready to serve your every
farm need. Come in soon.

is estimated by a machine seller dredweight in 1959 to ,1,606,265
this area that it is 50 per 1960 and total workers from

cent cheaper to harvest potatoes 1,000 to 588. In this area, the sur-

vey brings out the apparent fact
that the use of mechanized equip-

ment as far as acreage is con-

cerned has reached an optimum.
Approximately 90 per cent of the
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crop is now being harvested by
machine.

By 1963, it is estimated that
11,000 acres of potatoes will be
harvested by 860 persons as

against 7,142 acres in 1960 har-

vested by 700 workers in Die On-

tario area. In the Klamath Basin,
7,500 acres are expected to be
harvested by 1963 by 600 per- -
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sons, a small increase
from the I960 harvest completed
by 588 workers. And in the Cen-

tral Oregon area, 24.700 acres
are estimated for 1963 to be
worked by 1.000 as compared to
19.812 acres in 1960 using 1,200

workers.

In all areas, the survey brought
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out the fact that employment of

potato harvest workers will con-

tinue to be on a more local basis.
This is because of the more
skilled nature of the machine har-

vest work. Migrant workers in po-- j

tato harvest will continue to de-- j

crease because machine harvest
jobs are more attractive to local

workers. The result, as the sur-

vey points out, is a decrease in
of Klamath Falls

SEED POTATOES are cut into seed pieces by hand bofore
planting. Most commercial fields use seed cut in cellars

prior to planting. Some use new machines developed for
this purpose. Cut seed pieces travel into disinfectant
vats where they are given disease protectant before
being planted.

SCOTT WARREN of Algoma developed the new tuber-un- it

potato planter shown In operation here. This machine
cuts seed potatoes in four pieces, dips them in disease
protectant, and plants the seed pieces in consecutive
order. Seed potato producers can check disease as plants
grow from pieces of seed stock planted as one unit.

Phone TU133 So. 9threcruitment and housing problems
for migratory workers.
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the very latest, equipment . . . giving you
the type of service you demand. Fast communicating
radio equipped service trucks in the field assure you
of the least amount of down time! Service shops in
2 locations.

The largest stock of farm machinery parts in the
basin. 2 locations for your convenience. Well qualified
and experienced partsmen who have the right
answers. Get quick and efficient service when it
counts ... at Don Potter Machinery Co.

KLAMATH FALLS, ORE. TULELAKE, CALIFORNIA

f ' V.r : j The future of the Klamath Basin is, to a great extent, in the hands of the farmer. We KNOW the
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ing in step with the conditions and new modern advancements. In fact . . . farmers

k , ; "M he re DEMAND that the suppliers of all their needs provide the very latest equipment and methods
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that it takes to run the business of farming as efficiently as the times require! We at Don Potter

Machinery Co. are keeping abreast of these flmes by supplying the high quality service end

machinery that lives up to eur motto . . . "Your Machinery is our Business."
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Don Potter Machinery Co. has radio operated
trucks to give you immediate contact with home base.... where the final answer is. instantly available.
These trucks provide a tremendous service when time
is of the essence.

Don Potter Machinery Co. features the famous John
Deere line, the world's largest manufacturer of farm
machinery . . . continually proving and improving the
products they sell to give to their customers the best
farm equipment possible.
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During the past 3 vears this John Deere Tractor and
Hancock leveler have been seen throughout the
Klamath Basin levelirg farm lands and have proven
themselves the abiolute best in every type of level-
ing job.

Famous Wade Rain Sprinkler irrigation has proven
itself to be adaptable to your every irriqation need.
Jim Barrett, our irrigation SDecialist, has all. the
answers to your irriqation problems.

DON POTTER EMPLOYEES: Top row, left to right, Jim Whetham, service, Chef Stoneeypher, perts dept.; Wes Wallis, parts dept.; Jim
Barrett, irrigation specialist; T. J. White, service; Harold Gattis, parts dept.; Elmer Frisvold, service; Bottom row, left to right, Do- -

lores Vallier, bookkeeper; Herb Kurre, sales; Bill Doig, service: Art Borth. service: Rax Martins, service: Bill Buraesi. Salei Mar Murl.l Don't Kid yourself ...There IS Progress In The Klamath Basin!!Smith, office, not shown.


