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I Form Of Life

By United Press International
Venus 15 a fog-shrouded sphera

& 1ol mystery spinning through space

A in an orbit between 180 million
“d ind 26 million miles from earth,
3| Named after the Roman gode
ldess of love, the planet has ale

most completely detied efforts of
astronomers to probe its surface.
| The planet is considered of
preat interest because seientists
[l there oo possibility It may
|elther sustain’ human life or be
somewhot similar to the earth.
The planct is slightly smallep
thon earth, with an estimated di-
amoeter of 7700 miles.
I It moves sroumd the sun at an
average distance of 6 million

The planet, like the earth, is
envelaped i pn atmosphiere, bug
ynlike the earth the clouds ap-
peir to form @ complete wrape
ping around s surface,
| Venus shines with a daczling
light beenuse of the greal intene
sity. ol the selur radintion present,
Thig radiation is almodt twice the
amount on the earth’s surface

The atmosphere of the planet
lappears to consist mainly of cars
bion dioxide. For some time it was
shelieved it conteined no free oxys
| gen or walee vapar,

But in 1959 a telescope sent 1o
an allitude of about 100,000 feot
indicated that both free oxyzen
and  waler vipor weré piresent,

o [Ilif”'fil![‘,‘ lo American scientists,

This discovery has not bien come
pletely conlivmed,

Sclentists  estimate’ that  with
free oxygen and water  vapor
present, Veous, heeause of its

mteaming jungle

Previously it had been thought
thot itz surface was nothing hut
a desert
| 'The Intest observations alsoe ine
dieate that the planet does have
seusons. Thoe current  estimales
its. daytime  temperature
range [rom about 212 F., tha
bolling point of water, onits sun-
ny side, to ahout 10 degrees F.
an s dark side

Venus s

the second planet ia
arder around the sun. Closest to
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