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Oregon'’s Big Game Inventory Under Way;
Counting Will Continue Through Winter

By MILT GUYMON
This is the time of year when A ) oL 3 : - e B T
game agents Lhroughout the stale i ')
teavel far and wide conducting in-
ventories on Oregon's big game
resources, I's an annual task thal
begins shortly after Ihe hunting|
seasons and continues through the
winter into March and Apeil. |
First phase of the big game in-|
ventories is herd composition stud-
jes to delermine the ratio of
bucks, does, and fawns on each
range. Biologists begin gathering
herd composition information im-
mediately alter the hinling sea-
sons are over when they make a/
systemaltic survey of all big game|
ranges, All animals observed ave
classified as to sex and age and
expressed in a ratio of the num-
ber of buck or bulls, fawns or! &
calves per 100 adult females. |&
Herd composition must be com-
pleted  beefore buck deer or bull
elk lose their antlers. By mid.
January herd compesition on deer
is no lonper feasible as bucks
rupidly shed their beams, and by
early February there is little re-
semblonce to the proud animals
nimrods observed during the hunt-
ing seasons, Elk often retain their
antlers as late as mid-March be-|
fore the massive beams fare
dropped and new growlh begins, |
Surveys are made by automo-
bile, on foot, horseback, and on
some ranges by airplune. Almost
without exception surveys on an-|
telope are made [rom the air,
preferably when snow is on lhll.'
sroumd. AL Lhis lime the animals| s & e B . 5 v
il'.- bunched on the winter |‘.‘|ng\':a‘ L # oo M R ‘
and the short sage country in; THIS TROPMY BUCK will soon lose its antlers as the | velop through the summer into the beautiful racks prized

which the animals live mukes .
..“.Il.‘-:ui uh-&t \.;“I:mlt;“i‘ k.‘cuﬁ}' :l:ui herds concentrate on the bleak, snowbound ranges in | by hunters. Game agents must work fast during early
accurate. Some elk herds are also the dead of winter. Forked-horn in upper left has already | winter to classify bucks, does, and fawns in each herd

censused by airplane, especially y i .
in rough mounlain country which shed an antler. New growth will begin in spring and de- _before antlers sre shed.
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ll""l '_-“‘IJ-?‘_'I‘;‘. }:““‘ ;“I l“:im“” and the number ol animals olv-'forced by the winter snows and limited  food  supplics 1o begin Ford Tl'lleS
Yy hy WorsehoeK,  dalthough  on Sor
some ranges, depending on snow,
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cold into a narrow belt a few|with and when much of it §s bur

Imiles long by a mile or so wide, [fed beneath deep snow, competi- LGS"’ Lﬂﬂgel'

v on each range,

| Herd composition doesn't com

1 h » |
:?c:‘lpl'r. :.“u\:“':il 11[_0 |r":“ l‘-]w}\.v flm:.:,r'hh}lu: the winter surve and|Heaviest concentration of animals|tion is keen [or the meager sup on the
g‘]mnl ‘|“,‘|h ¢ as foot Tvel B ibout the first of February game|will be found in the food produc-!plies that remain. Danger s for
shione, ' ol sy i
Riln.-snow. wind., and_cold st !:-I-il.'lllh start all over again, this ing arveas witlin the belt lgotten, senses dulled, excepl the FARM
nol deterrent, for game agents UMe Lo consus animal numbers| This s the eritical time of year BnaWIng nrac for Tood, and even i vorus Mol
on cach big game winter range. and the lime which game agents this may become dulled in time Truck Headquarters

must travel inoall kinds of weath
er ‘”, th ' 15 Ls \ R | Observation eontinues until U he deead the most, For if the winter|  Under sueh conditions mony ani
+ slalus of Oregon's hl};lll i sk 1 W i 1 i il | Al
game herds is to be accuratelyMerds disband with the springlis long and severe they will wit-imals may starve before sprin BALSIGER
determined. Nature's hand is at/Preakup. ness first hand many animals dy- with fawns the Tiest to go Tollowed
Although herd composition may|ing of cold and hunger. {by old animals and yeoauings MOTOR CO.

work around the calendar affect : | |
ing the big game herds through B¢ condicted  throughout the There Is little to worry aboul treme cold may also tuke o heavy [l Main ot Esp. Ph, TU 4-3121
the seasons. Contrary to the fall{tanges and st all elevations, the during mild winlers, broken by |toll v of weakened animals S —

hunting scasons enjoved by Ore.[onnual consus is more or less periods of thawing and sunshine, [unable from the meager food sup-
gon sportsmen, the winter months tonfined o the winter ranges #1lDuring such winters, animals re-plies to generate body heat
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might aptly be ealled the hunt- lower altitudes, main scaltered al all elevations Withstand the il temperstures 2

ing season for game agents where! During late winter snows are of the winter range and manage  Permanent iple roules are /?7/7‘5
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in the cold and snow they hunt deep in the mountain ranges, fore. to find enongh food (o keep them established on all big game win:! /

out® the big game animals, walehing big game animals ever down. healthy and alert. ler ranges. Small winler ranges
them as they go through the win.ward lo the breaks and scablands| Bul hunger alone is the driving!moy have only two or three sam
ter, study their food supplies, keepnear the valley floors. Animals|{orce when snow piles deep or ple robles, while large ranges)
a critical eye on herd condition, from an entive watershed coveringltemperatutes drop to sub-zero lev- may have a dosn o more tra: |
f 0 iversing al intervals Trom low o
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(high clevations
l These routes are troveled sys-
tematically, Al animals observed
are recorded and  expressed  in
(the ratio of animals abserved per

imile of travel. Moriality is also
[recorded  and expressed in the 1,500,000 have used
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