
Klamath Falls Man Runs Mis Own Railway,
But Engines, Cars, Scenes Are Miniature

Sil.mi builds most of the carsl "You feel more like you ve ac- -

of his lines. His tankers are made complished something when you
of broomstick sections fitted with build everything," he said,

necessary metal carriages and Besides adding more detail to

other scale hardware. Details and his selection, Silani says he may

By DEAN A. KRENZ Jadvised him to take it easy oniwho for the time being, are e

Silani of Klamath Fall:.;his eves, cut down on reading and posed jn a box.
is a railroad man. . 6 a hobby. His interest in rail- - u fj are h, refl.

Although he makes his living in began when he was a chiW,'d ma(Jc innovalion
Standard Calif. A victim ofan auto body shop, the middle-- ; ,he railroa(,cr a lol of cash Fol.

aged meclianic-repairma- n is at H. young Silani watched trains instance silani wanted some
the same time president, the day Btter day and developed an Lcale ba,.rcls mi found

correct paint colors complete theibreak down and odd some dieseis.
But he'd really like to put theminiature.
layout on display and .turn the'
proceeds over to his favorite char- -

Much of his unmeasured track-

age is also painstakingly laid
board of directors, sole stockhold interest that some 50 years later

er. engineer, oiler and repairman, would lead him to buy his first
e polio fund.

just the thing in some small auto-

motive bearings. Part of the grille
of an old car serves as an abso-

lutely authentic looking fence.

with tiny cross-ties- .
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on some pretty impressive track model engine kit
age and rolling slack. Although his choice of a hobby

The fact that his engines nrcwas no accident, 100 per cent
a few inches long and (belief of eyestrain wasn't exactly

liimwii hmmmiix m' 'J" r"". ' if iiwi! npf 1 1'imiwi n pa
gauge of his track is a mere 3.5 accomplished. Assembling the di
millimeters doesn't detract a bit minutive rolling stock takes more

than good eyes, too.

Silani sighs and admits he wish-
es ne knew more about

from the scope of bis "second
calling."

Silani, of course, is a model
railroader. , His demanding "pro-
fession" costs him a pretty pen-- '
ny, but there are compensations
that far outweigh that drawback.

Model railroading has absorbed
most of Silani's spare time for

The system that oper-
ates the locomotives is a mystery
to the layman and might even
tax the imagination of an elec
trical engineer. His system seems

the past five years. But he has , nnprnt( smoothly, but Silani
sometnmg to snow ior nis ume read;y a(mi,s he has tw0
and effort. In a shed in back oi "shorts" somewhere that he just
his home in the south suburban can l to traci5 down

Silani has a collection of 11area, ,
.. . . , , At corru nanus from the central
liny . sicim ciiguii-a-

,

.control area anv one of the 11

m pvcn handcar
dolas tank cars and cabooses tha ml0 the trat.k and mn
would bug the eyes of adult amll moothv b fieI detailed sccn.

alike Iyoungstr-- r

indu,,lng factories stores.
When you talk to a ra.lroadcr(.ars anQ. trutks sian.

like Silani. you realize he has . . . ' .

far Irom none with nis scenics.left the ' whistle.store bought but he also admits thereadilylooters 100 miles 'or maybe we
typical model railroader is never

sno.ua say iuu uic.es, oe.unu. r,, sa,jsicd wi(h hu , t
RnnHu maHii Irmiie tli.il nrn n ...."- -" Silani s wife, before her cur--

trad.tion at thnstmas finearc ly jn hc )cd hcr husband
but to the hobbyist Ihcy re just buj,d some of he buildings and
toys. generally encouraged him in his

aii.im s variuy .s.m.iu o. ra, ,lobbv M,.onwhilet would put

!Vj... . !" "
, in uncounted hours on such en- -

iaiieuiiii.ngs e.Miuisimyii.iy in(,s as ,he in,pil.ingwheels and almostflanged micro- -
M.,,et ,.., evc jn minia,ure can

scopic screws pum.uM-- ... , s.nle.modd cars. AU ,j........ ..... i"- -- diivers on the Mallet operate in
in almost every detail, even! ,j ..i.,i,m ,i,, ,n ,i,
though they are built to a scaly story of magnificent power.

These tiny engines, surprisingly,
of of an inch to a foot
Tlic product of a craftsman lib:
Silani is beautiful to sec.

will develop approximately scale

j, If a,y...s ...Bsrai i ... h M a 3 per ceH
k.t fonn and contains 750 parts. , f i, r . h ius
It look more than 100 hours to cii(ls out a helper to lend a hand

A purist, Silani deplores fancy
automatic systems that "you just

assemble the kit.
The stubby little logging en-

gines or the elongated Mallets,
last of the steam brutes spawned
before the advent of dieseis, arc
intricate and watch like in eon.
si met ion Point lo an engine anil

sit and watch." He contends that
running the railroad manually is
post of the fun.

With pride Silani showed a
string of special shorty coaches A GOOD IDEA of the size of the model engines is shown in this picture of Pete Si-

lani and his Heisler logging engine. Such engines run on a lt electrical system
that needs only two rails.

a,.an. win ici. yo.. us ...s.o.y. uscd , California-- s

rupgcd Sier
uncon ana goou ana ma points. Tjny sea(s .,wait Uny
f.v.i iw;:;v.a muu,..j.j iivv.i.&i- -

such f;in.ous names as Climax,
Heisler and Shay, engines that
once were the backbone of the
logging industry. Some are still
in use.

If a lonjlime resident of Klam-
ath Falls you may remember see-

ing a mammoth Mallet engine
pulling a seemingly endless string
of cars through the city.

Tlie romantic steamers and their

A.J''" '

history arc all a pait of Silani's
amazing collection.

'Tart of liie trouble with real
railroading today is they've tak
en the romance out of it," Silani
said as he adjusted one of his
mini.iluies. "1 guess the dieseis
are okay, but everybody seems
to be in such a hurry lo get no

place.
Curio steam runs made by rail

roads for model railroad club.-ar-e

an example of the strong in
lorest in the "good old days" of
railroading, Silani declares. 11c

pointed out that some of these
slenm engine powered excursions
are booked solid for years ahead
of time.

Silani got into tf' "railroad
business" in 1!55 alter a doctor
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' Nothing as old - fash-
ioned os a sleigh will do
for the Santa poised on
the chimney of the How-

ard L. Douthit homo in
Falcon Heights. St. Nick
was captured in this
blast-of- f position by Wcs
Gudcrian.

least twice as much room for his layout that fills every
corner of a shed back of his home.

STACKS 09 LUMEI.l backdroppad by an industrial scene
lend amazing raattf to this view of the model railroad.
Like most wnL&ei railroaders, Pet Silani wishes he had at


