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McCLOUD "We like to haul
logs," Flake Willis, president of
the McC'loud River Railroad,

pany Sawmill at McC'loud for hal'
a day.

The empty flats were being re-

turned to the Southern Pacific
Company junction at Mount Shat
ta. They had carried pipe for the

lets account for 90 per cent of
its revenues and in addition to
McC'loud Lumber Company, it
serves the Scott and Lorenz Lum-

ber companies at Burney, theThree growling diesel engines
Cheney-Gran- t Lumber Companyeased slowly beneath us with 32. Pacific Gas and Electric Corn- -

Pondosa and Cooper's Mill near :ears of freshly-cu- t logs and 27 pany pipeline which will bring11
in falifnrni:. fm,Mount Shasta. In conjunction withempties strung behind. Willis ex

Canada Puuuiein racinc-- , ii lahes logs lo
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board feet of logs enough to

supply the McCloud Lumber Com- -
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A total of 66,351,000 board feet:atop an old water tower. We'
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the logging train at Ditch Creek, '"mber h,ave.. been nauled ' t
,;ine line in tne nrsi tu montns ol

Willis, president and general lgfi0
manager of a railroad prov iding

'

access to 1,500 square miles or Jhe ,0S traln mbled on to

heavily timbered mountains, is at ,he loS Pnd .sidin8 in McCloud
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as we "imbM Horn the old wa-hi- shome in the woods as well as in
tower' Baek ,he """P"")'attractively-appointe- execu-i'e- r

live office in McC'loud. automobile, we forded a stream
. 'eased over hipli centers in the

McCloud River Railroad is not , . . . ., ... , , ,.
iuuu, uiusntru uuge im-- 111!

a subsidiary of the McCloud Lum- -
ing the road, passed an ancienth r.,., i u
bus "sed for transporting loggerslieve. It is an independent short- -

,. JsM stopped at the Ditch Creek
ine w ith its own stockholders and

loading area
k i j rucKs are Deing used at Ditch

r 1. t . 1: , .Lnee lur siiuii nauiing lium uieCHRISTMAS TREES A LOGGING TRAIN sweeps info a McCloud River Rail-

road facilify at Ditch Creek pulling a load shorn from
groves of ponderosa pine somewhere between McCloud
and Burney. Photo by Peggy Walsh

falling areas. A crane tipped the
huge logs from the rigs like s

and before the dust set-

tled the "jammer" went to work

loading the log cars.1 on the steel rail." he continued, routes to the southern port of
The McGiffort "jammer" is a' How ever, the touchv cost factor the state and to eastern markets.
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Volume and distance are keys
to practical use of rails in trans-

porting forest products in south-
ern Siskiyou and northeastern
Shasta counties, Willis explained.
Logging operations at Ditch Creek

Sidings skirt mill ponds to fur- - "We finished paying for our
ther lessen handling costs. Rail sixth and last diesel engine last

hauling is not hampered by weight 'spring," W illis volunteered,
imposed on public road plaining the changeover from

use, Willis added. 'steam locomotives began in 1948.

From Ditch Creek, we wound "We maintain the 300 log3",
through pine and fir forest on a the work cars, cabooses and

equipment ill modern shops atrnnrl until we renc-hp- a erare 42 miles from McCloud and the

longest haul, Burney Mountain to
fairly level grade crossing. Herc McCloud and communication to

Willis jockeyed his -- " """"V'""'.';
ains has been by radio sinceMcCloud is 70 miles.
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nings in 1897. First owned by theabout 35 miles per hour.
McCloud Lumber Company, it De--

UtShmooii& came an independent company in"We are now en route to Bur-

ney," Willis said, "over the first
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Railroad was increased by 50 ., , :.u iu o,...in
per cent in 1955 when a economic consultant for
extension was built from Bear shas(a countyFlat to Burney. The key to this he upstairs f(ices of lhe m.w
extension was the signing of alsatjon have reccnliy been leased
McCloud Lumber Company con- - , pG&E Twen ej hl acrcs o(
tract representing acquisition ofi,;,,,, an(1 at Bu,ney arc i

l'i billion board feet of timber PGi..Euse as a supply dppot
in the Burney Basin area. jfor he j.soo-mil- pipeline under

The new terminal provided new construction. A total of 121 miles
customers for the railroad. It 'of pipe are to reach the depot
gave Burney sawmills a rail con-'vi- a McCloud River tracks. This
ncction for their finished products
to the big market areas, direct! (Continued oa Page 5)
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FLAKE WILLIS, left, president of the "shortline" Mc-

Cloud River Railroad Company, confers with station
aqent J. H. Carleton, center, and John Stranahan, Shas-
ta County economic adviser, at Burney.
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