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Historians Trace Christmas Tree Legends

In the ninth century, the good

" Baint Winlfred traveled about
Northern Germany, preaching

Christianity, One Christmas Eve,

ha ceme upon & group of pec-

ple gathered around & huge oak

tree to offer human sacrifice to

“their pagan gods. According to
legend, Saint Winifred hewed down

the great oak, and as it fell, a|

tall young fir appeared in its
place. The appearance of the lree
was bhailed far and wide as a
miracle, and from that day on,
it became the custom for German
families to gather about a tall
evergreen on Christmas Eve,
Same historians trace the origin
* of lighting the Christmns tree to
Martin Luther, who lived from
1483 1o 1546, It Is said he was
strolling through the countryside
* gnie Christmas Eve, awed by the
beauty of the evergreen forest
under the starry sky. When he
came home, he tried to recreate
the scene for his family by at

taching some lighted candles to a) NN

small evergreen.

Thesa cusloms spread to the
Scandinavian countries in the ear-
Iy nineteenth century, and from
thore to France and England,
Records show that 35000 Christ-
mas lregs were sold in Paris in
18001

Yel the evergreen was symbolic
in religious rites—even before the
birth of Christ. Ancient Egyptians,
when they observed the winter
solstice, brought green date palms
into their homes, as a symbol
of “life triumphant over death."

" When the Romans celebrated the
fenst of Saturn, a part of the
. ‘ceremony was the raising of an
evergreen hough, And the enrly

Scandinavians also did homage {o/the paper on a (lal surface and

the fir tree. To these peoples,
the evergreen — tall and lush
when everylhing around it had
succumbed to winter's frost—was
a wondrous thing . . . enjoying
special favor from the gods.
Hesslan  soldiers brought the
first Christmas tree to America.
But the custom of lighting trees
in public places originated here.
Today, the Uniled States has a
national Christmas Tree, designat-
ed by the Department of the In.
torfor, It Is'267 feel high and is
located In General Grant Natlon
al Park near Fresno, Californin,
This season, two-thirds of the
homes across the nation will be
glowing with the warm lights of
the Christmas tree. But something
new will be added, Buffel ta-
bles and mantel pleces will sport

their own Liny version of nature's

own evergreen.
making these decorative
trees are easy to follow, Get the
whole family together to make
them

A very decorative, threedimen-
slonal tree can be made from
strips of paper. First cut graduat-
ed strips, small ones for the top
branches of the trea and longer
ones for the bollom ' branches
Make the strips aboul an inch
wide, Calor the sirips with ctay-
ons. Unusual palterns can be
achleved hy placing a textured
material under the paper, and then
rubbing the side of a crayon over
the paper. A plece of corrugat-
ed board, a rubber sink mat, or
anything that has n kind of bumpy
or uneven surface will work well
for “texture rubbings.” Then
punch holes, ane on each end of
the strips of paper. Place one end
of the strip over the other to form
an elongated loop matching the
holes on each end. Then slip the
looped strips of paper on o a
stick. Start with the larger strips
first and finlsh up with the small-
er ones. Insert the stick into &
block of elay, Arrange the
"branches” so they are even all
around the tree. Then add a star
or angel to the top of the tree.

Another colorful tree can bhe
made from crayons and freezer
paper. Firsl sprinkle fine crayon
thavings on to the waxy side of

a sheel of {reczer paper. Got as|¥

transparent a freezer papor as you
can; the more transparent (he pa-
per, the mare luminous the color
will be. Use an old vegetable gra.
ter lo make the erayon shavings,
or simply scrape the wax crayon
with a flat stick, such as a tongue
depressor. When a generous sprin:
kling of bright erayon shavings
hus been scatlered over the freez.
er paper, cover with a second
sheel of freezer paper. This time,
be sure to place the waxy side
foce down, In other words, the
two waxy sides must face each
other. Apply a warm. not hot,
iron [n order te melt the crayon
and fuse the two waxy gheets to-
gether, In ironing the paper, use
a lifting motion, rather than &
gliding motlon. in order to keep
the colors from blanding together
toa much, Cut four tall teiangular
llllm from these sheets. Moke
a f Inch crease along the
two long sides of ench of the Lri-
angles; Staple the folded edge of
one triangle lo the folded edge
" of another, Repeat untdl all lour
have been stapled to-
gether to form a tall pyramidal
shape.

Instructions for|—2—
litt |l

y LaPointe’'s Young Shop Has The Official
Santa's Helpers ...

Christmas ernament to the top of
the tree.

A third mantel ar table decor-|
alion can be made from a sheel|
of paper approximately 12 inches
by 24 inches in size. First draw
a semleirele on the paper, with
a twelve-inch radius, Cot it oul.
Then fold the semi-cirele in half,
forming a quarter af a pie shape.
Fold in hall two or three more
limes, Now open the folds, and
refold inte accordion pleats, ajong
Ihe credses vou just made, Place|

|decorate by coloring alternate
plates with crayons, You can also
make slits in the uncolored plents,
lo which you can later atlach
small ornaments. Tape the two
steaight edges logether to form
a cope-shaped treo. Insert a slick
through the top end, and hold in
place with tape. Then insert the
“trunk” of the tree into a paper
dish filled with clay. A small
ornament can be placed on top of
the tree ns the [linishing touch.

While you're decorating your
troes, you might remember that
the evergreen didn't always have
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MANY LEGENDS have evalved around the Christmas tree.
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Be Careful To Buyer Should Tailor Gift For Man In Toiletries
Select The
Correct Gift

NEW YORK (NEA) — Besides
|money, spend a little thought and
time in selecling toys.

NEW YORK (UPDL—Men's loil- diiference between what a man|which manufactures men's loile-/mined that women laver a long,
|etries. one of the most populap|Can use or wanls and what heipies. |slender shape for a bottle, where-
(Christmas gift items, ean wind up B¢8 In lolletries, as is often the' yjoe women than men pur. @ Men prefer a short, squat
'merely occupying shell space un- CR?:G mllrlm'nf si.]i?alﬁ:“a;ﬂ'u::'lchase men's gift tolleiries, and_"hafm'
less some thought is given lo == 2 _—Ilwomen sometimes select the type
‘L‘hl‘)ll.‘i‘. according to an expert In| Arkansas has more species of that appeals to them—not lTIi'n."I
the fivld lwild flowers than any other state Rand said.

An estimated billion Christmas
decorations willl be used on Amer

Double check (he age lovels of Sometimes there is a greatlin the US. Rund sald research had deter-ican trees this year.
the children. Aleo, confer with the IR NERARANAR AL AAAAAR L AR ANUARAR AL L AAT AU A AAA LA A AR AL AR R R AR AN
parents to find out the eapund-= - -
ing Interests and capabilities of |2 Don’t Miss
their offspring. If this is im- ¢ The
possible, consult a list of chil 4
dren's play intercsis at different g Gl'and

age levels which most good toy
deparlments have on hand.
Remember (hat children need a|

Christmas
"!

: Ifir
well halanced selection: of toys ¥ s
which contribules to physical de- | Open“u
velopment and Lo creative andg
dramatic play. They need |ny5i,! of
which will help them imitate the ] * ’
activities of the grownup world * Ml“ers

and loys which encourage group|#
participation.

Keep in mind that safety of toys |
is based on sultability. A knife, 8
for example, in & hobby set is
fine [or the schoal age youngsier
{but it could be dangerous in the
hands of a toddler.

Make sure that toys for crib

Downstairs
Gift
Shoppe

ol T T T

the ancient custom of hanging
foadstulfs high on the hranches of

the reach of prowling animals.

When its purpose Is served,
the tree should be disposed of
properly. A Twelfth Night cere-
mony, during which Christmas
greenery Is collected and burrledlg
in & blaze of glory, is the custom
In some Amerlean cities , . . a
fitting end for a tree of such rich!
Iradition and sentiment.

)
:
Spanish Children  |§
Look To Epiphany ¥

MADRID (UPD—=The climax of &
the Christmas season In Spain o
comes Jan, 6 the “Dia de los i
Reyes Magos" —Day of the l\'ingﬁ..a
or Epiphany—when the Spanish
equivalent of Santa Claus arrives, |

Children antlcipate the day for
weeks, On Epiphany Eve, (they
place thelr shoes on balconies or|
none the frdnt door and [l them,
wilh steaw or grain for the Kings'
horses. The next day they lind the|
shoes filled with gifts.

On Christmas Day itsell, no

its gay Christmas dyess of brightly

linsel and angel hair. At one lime,
popcorn and tufts of collon were
used to simulate smow . . . ap-
ples, and strings of cranborries
provided color. The ldea of decor-
aling the tree probibly stems from

I

I Nitey Night Christmas Prints

¥ Nitey Nita's Arctic
|= Parryized for vhrink.res

o. Bay's or girls ki pajc

on neck, Red panty, elastic wolst, 3.8 $3.00
! b, Boys' or gith” Jwoy Switchabout: 3 grow leature,
a gtippers, plostic wle bootees. Red on White 0.4. $3.00
o ¢, Drink ‘n* Wet doll. curly hoir, movoble limby, In own
L Mitey Nite sleeper, $4.00

[

PSS 0 P2 R R R R P T P R g 4 8 P2 0 E TR RS T e Tk T T TR et Tt T T TS T T et s T T Tt ) T T e R T N e e

colorad bulbs and balls, nor Iis

gifts ave exchanged, generally
speaking, although it s custom.
ary. on thal day to remember
those who have rendered service
during the year with gifts of mon- g
ley. The recipients include porters,|
elevalor hoys, newsboys, postmen, |3
l;mllce ant others.
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sizes 6 1o 14, $10.98.

Left:

2 piece Footsy
ond girls sizes S:M-L.
$1.9

Weight pajomas  tHeecy cotton,

nhance

ama! red on white print top, eosvys

Your patite junior will be eharming
i this sleeveless taffelo party dress
Just right for the haliday season,
Colors: aguo or pink. Sub-teen

Let tha small fry ramp in their Chrlst-
mas ploy clothes, Red butions with
red ond white top, completely
woshable. Quilted cotton with
everglaze polished print

Sizes 2 to 6X. $4.98 per ser,

.« all bays

There are seven points on the{that the child might detach and
crown of the Slatue of L|hcrly.]<wailou_
evergreens Lo keep them out of o A NN AN AN A RN AR AR AR AR AR T,

For Greetings Distinctively Yours

-

ballwmank_

CHRISTMAS CARDS
Imprinted With Your Name

Complete selection in design and price

Shaw Stationery Company

729 Main
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and play pen tols are especially @
\designed for safe sucking, have| b]
|smooth edges and no loose purl.\§

¥

1

Hand Cut Crystal
Bowl 29.95

Candle Sticks to mateh . « « pair $11.98

Special! Wall Clock

Lorge 8 day wind elock, gold with hlack or white face ond
gold numerols, 36" ocross.

Mony other wall clocks, 3 day winds, all sixes.
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Candy Dishes 4.98 to 9.98

Candy dishes . tall eut glass,
tarnish silver trim, elso milk glass.

2

Phone TU 2-2586
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. . Hammered Copper Tray ............ 11.98
e L | Matching Coffee Pot ................ 19.98
B > Glowing copper for the grocious hostess or omplemant tha
E! “h Jf:cnv jt any ro':m. il " g "
Desk Lamps .......... 14,95 : R

¥ Y
il 4
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Decorative lamps of solid brass,
Piano lamps also,

adjustable.

e

£, - A"
Cut Glass Salt and Peppers
Hard eut ond polished, Imported from West Germany,
F T
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¥ Milk Glass Lamps e / |
Loft ..o 5.98 and 6.98 TR Sl L o J_)
: Lamp on Right ... 6.98
Dainty milkgloys lomps for ony rom in -
e Copper Tea Kettles 8.95 to 19.95

USE YOUR MILLER'S CHARGE
ACCOUNT OR LAY-AWAY NOW!

Heavy copper in many sres and shopes imported from Holland,
Sweden and England,
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Qﬁy" flt:;a' ! -
e Milk Glass
Lamp
Newest Creation . . . Casual Living 9.98
g A o4 - » A ners,  (om _f... foant sty In eoloes of ‘- . “.‘ _—I_A.__«_‘_‘._‘:
o vellow, turguoise, pink with populer copper accents or in all chrome .—-u--_-;"rrl .$ -.t"-‘E o
g
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