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What Was The "Star Of Bethlehem?"
PHILADELPHIA An old super-la- t the time year 1 dissolved into;lineage of David: i To be taxed

The Glory Of The Nativity Found in Paintings By The Old Masters
DETROIT (SEA i Art, hand-'l- the kneeling Angel might be of Art in New York, there will Ithe figures wearing the costumes! You probably remember the' 15th Century altarpiece of th

slition persists that science 1 A.D. tew people realize, with Alary his espoused wile.

ways contradicts religion. Many mat mere is no evidence mat
and scientists will tcil one but the Maei ever saw the! maid of religion, never serves so called a plaintiff Mona Lisa.
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The .hang Gerard David's Flemish of his time. Even the ancels areiopeiuug scene in the movie "BeniChurch of Santa Trinito In Siena
being great with child. And so it

was that, while they were there,
the days were accomplished that happily as it does at Christmas. Imvinen chactJ' fi

hlativity" painted in early 1500'sjdressed like pious 'peasants. lHur. It is a photograph of thelby Gentile da Fabriano.star. Apparently Herod didn't; hisyou this is not the case. They!
cite the "Star of Bethlehem" asl All over the world, people go- - '.hfttAAtiuA''u;ru wwu uwajc Bfitfflf(high priests hadn't noticed it; and she should be delivered.

the shepherds who spent theiri The exact time of the taxation to churches, museums and1 !""r " lncr aulltormes said jen example ing
the a- - the Virgin naa Deen painiea over. l jsua jj i i r .t.i a j.i eDrivale collectionsThe Franklin Institute Planetar-- nights outdoors were not guinea mentioned in this passage was1

would have daredlum in its annual Christmas show to the stable by a star. unknown for a long time. How- - tivity of Christ through the eyes,unly
underneath.!of the Old Masters. discover what was

Fluorescent light
ever, in 1923, near Ankara, Tur-

key, there was found a Roman
Only the wise men noted it

Why?
correlates the religious account of

the star with a scientific expla- - experiments!M.: UL1..ill una luuiiuv, piuuuuiy uic: , , , . . .
600Some scholars believe, as was.i.emple inscription which, when denation. More than 40,000 persons KJ STRETCH fr? BB6ffl8iOW PANTS 1annually crowd into the domed mentioned before, that this was so T vears the Virgin had been done S

will be in Detroit Institute of
ratner recent

ciphered, relates that in the reign
of Caesar Augustus there were Arts. "The Virein Adorine the,r' lT'u':ly, probably within the last 50three great lax collections One chrUt Cnild " It is bv Andrea

vears. Suhr caretuliy removed A -- wi :. "v. .m vl: ' "
del Verrocchio and Leonardo dawas in in n.v,., uie secona in o

B.C., and the third in 14 A.D. r iUa knIU, V

This rear Give lllZ t""0,' " IThe taxation in 28 B.C. was
Vinci, the only authentic painting

- J
by Leonardo in hu vouth and one .

namlitH dc his ciipripctinn In m wruu.. ..w .....
nimil thp phnst outline of the Vir.une iiieiuiuiieu ui uie oiiipiurcs

as it was too close to the ac If you don't know its story youDil, ,u- - P0 ft

wonder why the Virgin is just a Thafs what we see in Dctl.oit ft

transparent ghostly figure, a dark loiav L.ft si(le of the Dictu,. is
cession of Augustus. The taxation
that took place in 14 A.D. was
much too late as it followed too oullil,e on flat wnite' while tnethe kneeling Virgin, brushed in$
long after the death of Herod. Infant Jesus and ,His Angels are Urn,, tne siX.ccntury-ol- strokes
(And it was Herod who orderediso reausucauy painiea. nere h is. protected only by a thin layer of'S
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It was painted at least a dec-- varnish; Her pose is straight- - S
ade before Columbus discovered ahead, stiff. Her features are hea- -

jj
America, when Leonardo was an.vy. But how glorious is the right- - iM

the slaughter of all baby boys un-

der two years of age in the hope!
of destroying Jesus.) The only
tax that fits the description islapprentice in the workshop of An hand group, with its background ij(

drea and it was the custom for landscape typical of the country ISthat of 8 B.C.
It is then conceivable that Jesus the master to block in his rough around Florence. This is the work

idea, paint a part of it and leave of a plodding old man and of a w w
Swas born a year later, about 7

B.C., as it probably would have llri S.t Our TremendousFf3SL Jtne rest to nis boys. young genius.
Legend relates for a painting of Many other wonderful Christ-"Th- e

Baptism of Christ" Andrea mas paintings are in America,
did iust this: he turned it over 'Comparable to the Detroit Leo

taken a year for the taxation de-

cree to have reached Galilee. And
this date would coincide with the
date of the planets' conjunction. j r m, mmr at m m m w m amw mmwm m w c ...v r i w.nardo is "The Adoration of the

But the calendar date of Christ's
birth is less important than the
fact that He was born. And while
it is fascinating to probe the past
and ask who the wise men were,
and what was the star they fol

Shepherds" by Giorgione in the H

Samuel H. Kress Collection in the !

National Gallery in Washington. 5f

The great
Giorgione, died when he was only
30. Little of his work remains ij

today but it was the height of 5
the Renaissance.

If you are in Florida at Christ-j- f

mas time, you will see the beau-- : 8

r Jj . Ski Sweaters'! u I

I ' I from 17 liMmM . I

to Leonardo and did not see the
work until it was finished.

Finally, it was brought to An-

drea where he was working. He
looked at it for a long time, enj
thralled by its beauty, so far had
his pupil surpassed him. He threw
down his brush, never to lift it

again.
William Suhr is the American

authority on the condition of old

paintings. He probably was not
the first to notice the contrasts in
thp U'nrlr hptvvran tlio h,;im

lowed, it is not the star, but the
scene it illuminated that has cap-
tured men's hearts.

This fact is recognized and the- 4

confuses science. .11 mm aWW jWivV.l.tJMMSf'iMr-i- if "STAR OF BETHLEHEM mystery still Nativity is depicted in the Frank
lin Institute Planetarium program

tiful "Holy Family with the In- - 8 ' II S MWTml y""' R
fant Jesus" in the Ringling Mu- - 8 I j . miiSiWSfmmSJmmlM. . ..'J R

Star of Bethlehem, which isbecause the star was not a true
star at all, but a rare triple shown only at the Christmas

earthy face and lumpily painted! Bartolomeo, friend of Raphael, in-- ;
i : r : : 1conjunction or passing of the plan 15UIC UI HTO VII 111, auu IIIC iici- - IIUIIVVU ulu, b,uw. i i m m mv r-- n r i iDuring the remainder of theets Jupiter and Saturn. Scholars venly Infant and Angels. Especialreason that the Magi were Persian year the Franklin Institute Plane-

tarium does, however, present

chamber during the holiday season
to hear and see the story of the

Nativity and the mysterious star
which led the wise men to Bethle-.he-

What was the star?
. Dr. I. M. Levitt, Franklin Insti-

tute Plantarium director, and his
'associates dramatize an answer in

the holiday show which originated
in Philadelphia. They believe it

vas not a star in the scientific

astrologers who by their beliefs
would see mystical significance in! DISPLAY THE IMMORTALother programs such as "Visi-

tors from Space," for Institute of
ficials know that man is' always

such a phenomenon. They thus
felt compelled to follow the "star"
wherever it led. willing to look up at the sky and

wonder.Today, however, such mystical Nativity want l CMI - L XT Y Isignificance is not attributed to a

triple conjunction, as science cantradition, but a rare conjunction
or close passing of the planets TREE FOR TWOexplain it thoroughly. When viewed

from the Earth, Jupiter and SatJupiter and Saturn.
How did they and other schol' This tree for two, or even three,urn pass each other in the sky.

Triple conjunctions of Jupiter, can be made easily as ABC.
Start with an eight ounceSaturn and the Earth take place

srs arrive at this conclusion? A

careful study was made of

all written records, ecclesiastical, and a cottage cheese
container, a e food cup

every 125 years. The last one oc-

curred in 1941.scientific, historical and philosoph-
ical. But the main source of The next question that usually and a cone water cup; gather a

roll of scotch tape and a handtheir information came from scrip
ture. In the Bible you will read; stapler, some green crepe paper.

comes to mind is why are there
no written astronomical records
about such a rare celestial event
occurring in the year 1 A.D.?

J
CA-

-3" v BiHock, rr it"Now when Jesus was born in

Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of Herod the King, behold, there
came wise men from the east to

Because, according to some schol-

ars, this conjunction or passing
appeared in the year 7 B.C. And
it seems likely that Jesus was

K: gun
.

Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he IN YOUR YARD THIS CHRISTMAS!
that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the born in the spring of the year

or 6 B.C.east, and are come to worship
Scholars substantiate this claimhim." (Matthew )

For the ftrat time th Immortal
Christ m itory can be portrayed
in your own front yard with thene
15 beautifully painted figure.
Printed on sturdy paper, they are
ready to be cut out and pasted down
on fir plywood.

gold or silver stars and small
colored paper balls. Then follow

these steps, assigning each step
to a different child.
' ' STEP A

Turn the paper cups upside
down and stack them one atop
the other to form a pyramid, the

container serving as the
base and the cone cup on top.
The cone cup will be secure on

top if a toothpick is stuck through
the bottom into the food cup.
Wrap the whole thing with green
crepe paper and secure it with

scotch tape.
STEP B

Cut strips of the same crepe
paper; fringe them and wrap
them diagonally around the tree,
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The Magi's question reached

King Herod's ears. Herod sent
for the Magi, heard their story.

by again using written records to

obtain the terms of office of var-
ious Roman officials and the
dales of major tax collections of,
the period.

and dispatched them to Bethlehem
with orders to report back to him.

According to Uie Gospel of Saint
Luke; "... there went out a ,.
decree from Caesar Augustus, R

Scripture tells us that the star
went before them, until it came
and stood over the place where
the child was.

This is how the w ise men sought
and found Jesus. They worshipped Shop The Gun Stores Toyland

that all the world should be taxed.
(And this taxing was first made
when Cyrcnius was governpr of

Syria.) And all went to be taxed.Him and offered royal gilts of
A.,jiasieninE mem in uiace wiui

every one into his own city.gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Other wise men in all the cen Joseph also went up from Gali-

lee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, unto the city of David,

turies since the birth of Jesus have

tape at the top and a staple at
the bottom.

STEP C

Decorate the finished tree with
stars and small balls. iipuzzled over the Christmas star, Main and Spring Phone TU

which is called Bethlehem; (beAstronomers never recorded a 'KSii!Jdcause he was of the house andstrange light in the sky tmm mm J mmm J -.
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family. Learn lo recognize many
kinds of birds. $2.00
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it puDiisnea in years, involving an
95BB Boxing Glovesentirely different method of play.

By the mass movement of pieces,
players capture territories from
their opponents. The player who
succeeds in controlling oil ter-

ritories wins the game. $7,50
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Tea Sets ond 2.95
Paint Sets 1.95 and 2.95

Knitting Sets -

Buggies 7.95 to 9.95
Dresser Sets
Table and Choir Sets 15.75 & 19.98

Microscope Sets 9.95
Erector Sets from 4.95
Lab Sets from 5.95
Electric Football, Basketball or

Baseball Games 5

Gun and Holster Sets, from 2.95
Basketball Goals & Nets 2.95
Road Building Sets 9.45

ft
ft
ft
ft
ft

ft
ft
ft

bright fashion chill-chaser- s. . .

Suburban Turbans
flattery go hand-- i with practicality. for proofFashion and
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