The Indestructible

ARLENE
FRANCIS

That certain something that de-
fies time and disappointments
abounds in this talented star

By VICTOR SEBASTIAN

of people to help me. The Paar show is a
much bigger challenge. There's no reliel,
nothing to guide you other than your own
capacity to handle the guests."”

Professional life, despite its Intensity,
comes second to the indestructible Ar-
lene Francis,- Her family comes first. She
seldom misses having at least two meals a
day with the men in her life, Martin and
her 13-year-old son Peter, On the rare oc-
casions when the three don't get together
for meals, it's probably because Martin or
Peter can’t make it, not Arlene.

Even when she must be away, and she's
strict about the must, she calls home every
night. She believes in talking things over
with Peter before a decision is reached and
allowing him to make it, if at all possible.

“Sometimes," she says, “we have no more
important decision to make than ‘What po-
sition shall T go out for on the baseball
team, Mom?' but I think I should always be
available to discuss anything with my son.

"Peter is a very self-reliant boy for 13
since he has always had both parents work-
ing. But, after all, he is only 13, and there's
a limit to how much he can or should shoul-
der on his own.

"He went away to school for the first time
this fall, for instance. He was terribly home-
sick at first, T believe I helped him get over
it by being there to tell him that he would

Do you recognize her? It's Arlene
Francis as a brunette femme fatale.

have to put on a false face for a while and
make believe he was enjoying it; that if he
fought to keep this attitude, before long he
would actually like it

“It wasn't idle advice, either, I went
through the same experience when [ went
to convent school at 11. I thought 1'd die
each day, but I kept on waking up every
morning, and then one morning I woke up
and decided that I liked it."

RLENE often cooks at home although she
has help in both her Park Avenue

apartment and her Mt, Kisco, N.Y,, home
(both of which, she will tell you with
housewifely pride, she decorated herself).

“Basically, I'm a meat and potatoes gal,"
she says, "but 1 do have one Armenian spe-
cialty that my uncle taught me when I was
a little girl. 1 guess one of the reasons I
cook is because Martin and Peter tell me
that I'm the best cook in the world. Of
course, they'd tell that to anyone who fed
them, but I'd vather have them tell me."

What does the future hold for Arlene?
“More of the same, [ hope,” she says. "We've
had a wonderful life. Don't expect to hear
any retirement announcements from me.
I'll have to be forcibly retired."”

If she's not indestructible, as some of her
friends claim, she'll do until someone with
more vitality comes along.
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