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(Close Vote
Indicates
Cool Voters

By JAMES MARLOW

“ | Associated Press News Analysi
WASHINGTON (AP'—A hatful

of explanations are mixed up in

John F. Kennedy's victory

Hlé
| Sen

ey - lover Vice President Richard M.
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Hagppy BIRTHDA
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in Tuesday's presidential
election
They range from the personal
’..j and political to television and
| ltacties. At least the resulls

i

@] lseomed Lo explode the myth that

a Roman Catholie — couldn't be
elected  president

1. The close vote showed what
| had heen apparent throughout the
campaign, There was nn overs
whelming enthusivsm for either
man, The choice was hetween two
man rather than between two pare
|ties.

But that the volers could and
did choose sharply belween pare
lies was demonstrated by the res
sulls In the vongressional races,

For the 13th time In the 15 clee-
tions since 1932 for House and
Senate the Democrils were given
control of Congress

2. The congressional results in=
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WE CANT HAVE A THING

\ LIKE THAT RUNNING
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DO YOU FEEL
OKAY, YANCEY?
YOU S0UND

KIND OF e
FUNNY, 2

AW == T
LOW BECAUSE T
HAD A FIGHT
WITH MY GIRL—
AND IT WaAS ALL
HER FATHERS

AN

FATHE
ON ME/
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T HAD A TERRIFIC IDEA. T WAG GOING
TO PLAY LOVE SONGS BENEATH HER
WINDOW-- BERENADE HER LIKE THE
LATING DO, YOU KNOW?Z -- AND HER

dicate that if Kennedy had been

“m (a Republican he might have been
WTIL[W? iwhipped, For this reason: Ha
probahly  henefited from  volers

who saw little to choose helween
|I'.:m and Nixon but cast a straight
Democratic ballot,

| 3% Something in Nixon's make=
up hurt him. In an almost mystj-
{eal way some volers said they
! |were picking Kennedy because T
| |don’t like Nixon™ although when
asked why they couldn'l say.

4. Nixon undoubtedly gol some
benefil from being nssociated with
President Eisenhower and his ads
minlstration hut it also handis
r.'lpp«l him

Because he had been part of it
he couldn’'t be crilical of it. even
il he had wanted to. He defended
the administration, and couldn't
go much beyond its performance
and programs in offering ideas of
(his awn,

I “He was handeulfed In another
way too. While Kennedy could of-

fer  unhindeved and apparently
papular  liberal  programs and
|promises; Nison had to worry

lahout pleasing both the liberal
and conservalive wings of his
| party.

This left him in the middle,

5, This middle position—which
{meant restraint in promises — al-
[lowed Kennedy to appear more
larsecing. more carnest about the
[uture, more on the move. Ken-
nedy jibed at him for his middle
lground role

6. TV played an enormous part
in the campaign since it gave the
voters a chance to see the (wo
|eandidates side by side, to exe
amine their minds al work, and
to form close-up impressions of
hoth.
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R DUMPED A BUCKET OF WATER
! T CAN'T UNDERSTANDIT,,

T ALWAYS FlIGURED
HE WAS A MUSIC LOVER !
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&l 7. Nixon pulled a political honer
|| in appearing with Kennedy on TV
| land debating him. Nixon, becausa
_! of his seven years with the Ejsens
Ii hower administration, was known
< In every home

| Kennedy, outside his own Mas-
"1 sachusetts, was a comparative uns
“ known. But in the very first de-
bate he not only landed side by
side with Nixon in 70 mullion
homes bul. many thought, had
much the beiter of it
|| He became known
land overnight
8, Kennedy—with his more lih

across the

eral programs of medical care lor

HOW ABOUT HAY e
LUNCH wiTH J.!E
LORMAT

the aged, federal help with teach.
ers’ pay, a higher minimum wage
—was able lo appeal to groups
whom the more restrained Nixon
couldn't reach

0 The business slump was pore
haps o factor. Last April, long
Belore the campaign. Nixon let it
be known that il there was an
economic  downturn by election
day he didnt think the Republis
cans could win, It did turn down

0. Nixon, long billed as a great
|debater, lurned out to be more of
an arguer. 1t worked lo his dise
advantage. In his incessanl ate
tempts o tear Keninedy down he
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helped build him up
11, Kennedv, by pleserving an

TVE THEY
E FOR A

B
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leven tone and temper, presented
an image of himsell as a man
both setious and reliable. Nixon,
played up to the

self-consciosly
listeners
s efforts to sound homey he

In hi

Ir amitly reduced his tements
to the teen.age level, an effort
which Nixon seemed 10 forget
{might offend many intelligent peo-
ple. Bul, as he said, he didn't

think most people paid attention
10 details
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