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elected president of the United

States.
He did it with a hairbreath

victory in which his religious
faith clearly had a significant
impact on American voting

Political analysts will be paw-

ing through the presidential elec-

tion returns for veeks in an ef-

fort to determine whether the

religious issue helped Kennedy
more than it hurt him or vice

versa.
Put even a cursory study of

the returns reveals strong pre-

sumptive evidence of religious
"bloc voting" in many areas and
en both sides.

Of the 11 states which have
more than 30 per cent Catholics

in- - their population, Kennedy car-

ried eight New York, New Jer-

sey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut,

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Lou-

isiana and Hawaii.
T"he heavily Catholic states he

, failed to carry ere Vermont and
New Hampshire, which are tra-

ditionally Republican strongholds,
arid Wisconsin, where his stand
on farm policies was a major
issue.

On the other hand, it appears
highly plausible that Kennedy's
religious affiliation was an im
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portant factor in his defeat in

normally Democratic Oklahoma.!

Kentucky and Tennessee all

states in which fundamentalist1

Protestant denominations are pre-

dominant.
'.Kennedy also lost the southern

states of Florida and Virginia, but

he won narrow victories in Texas
and South Carolina, where Pro-
tectant clergymen had been es-

pecially outspoken against a Cath-

olic for president. He won by
rrtbre substantial majorities in

Georgia and North Carolina, which

have only about 1 per cent Catho-Iiat- s

in their populations.
The thrust of the relig-

ious issue was even more clearly
agparcnt in a sampling of returns
from individual counties charac-

terized by a very high or very
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fjJjAi lUtAl
low proportion of Catholic voters.

Indiana's Ohio County, for ex-- i

ample, has very few if any Cath-- j

oQcs in its population. In 1956, it

went Republican by a narrow

margin. This year it went for Vice

President Richard M. Nixon by a

margin.
On the other side of the coin

Clinton County, New York,
vrtiich has 60 per cent Catholics.

n
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bjck to classes today, ending a1

one-da- walkout after the board of

education promised it would not

press any charges against them,
3'he delegate assembly of thej

United Federation of Teachers1

vjled Tuesday night to accept
proposals from organized labor
leaders that' they return and sub-

mit the strike issues to the board.

TJree top labor leaders were

rady to help mediate, according
t Mayor Robert F. Wagner.

None of the city's more than
Mjj) schools was closed in the
walkout Monday, but 273 were

pgketed and the school board,
said nearly 6,000 teachers were!

agsent, about 4.600 of them appar-ewl-

because of the strike.
The UFT, an AFL-CI- affiliate.

i. seeking equalization of salary
ttjp-ups-

, additional pay for spe-

cialized training, sick pay for

substitute teachers, duty-

free lunch periods, a collective

bargaining e e c t i o n and dues

checkoff.
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It's not too difficult to see
bow some people have con-

fused genius and madness.
Some of the worlds greatest
geniuses have been among the
most peculiar. The poet Schil-

ler used to plunge his feet into
ke to stimulate his mental
power. The philosopher Des-

cartes buried his head in a sofa
so he could concentrate better.
Shelley wrote poetry while on
the hearth-ru- g with his head
lose to the fire. '
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