Music No 'Frill Course’ In Area Schools

By NORM CARDOZA |
Toward those who consider mu-
she in a school’s curriculum a
“frill course,”* the men who shape
the music program in Klamath
Falls cily schools fire back with|
a barrage of countermeasures.
In fact, tbey reply with twol|®
pages of lypewritten philosophy
so splendid it's awesome. |

“The well-planned. music pro:|
gram recognizes thal  music
should exist for (1) its contribu-
tion lo the child's growth and
development, (2) its unique aes-
thetic, spiritual and cultural val-
uwes and 131 the encichment it
gives other urets of the ghrricy:
lum,"" says the statement of phil-)
osophy.

The statement also conlaing six
principles and objectives of mu-
sic education as stated in the
Child's Bill of Rights in Musie,|
developed by the Music Educa-
lors National Conference, Th e
fivsl, for example, rends:
DEVELOPS SENSES

“Every child has the right to a
full and free opportunity lo ex-
plore and develop his eapacities
in the lield of music in such
cways as may bring him happi-
ness and a sense of well-being;
stimulate  his dmaginotion aned
stir his crealive activities, and
mike him so responsive thal hel
will cherish oand seck to renew
the fine feelings induced by mu-
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\group.

In less eloquent terms musicare laking music, an elective
teachers state that musical train- course, al KUHS, Every studen!
ing helps develop coordimation of|{from the first through the sev-
the senses, Eyes, ears, [ingers,|enth grades receives music train:
llips and lungs must respond withling as part of his everyday
ACCUrACcY. ischooling. .

The musiclan must read noles.| The city schools' program s

‘think out” pilch, lones and|recognized as one of the best
rhythm while manipulating hislin the Northwest, ssys Jensen
instrument or voice. He mus it has produced topnolch arlists,
'watch the conductor, interprelboth vocal and instrumental. And
commands and remain respon-ln substantial number of its stu.
sive lo the remainder of th eldents continue to study music in
While thus occupied, belcollege, Jensen said.
must appear calm: and reserved.| The department was splil, re
He, thus learns to think clearly|cently, into two divisions of equal
and 1o concentrate intensely. authority—the instrumental  divi-

Today, say instructors, leisurelsion, under Jensen; and the vocal
time allows for eultivation of use- division under M. Dale Hallack.
\ful habits. Music is o fine one Including the department heads.

Teachers elineh their cose with|the program is staffed by 11 in-
same deftly-turned phrases: “Alstruciors, In addition, many regu-
city with o maximum of musicllar elementary school teachers of-
hos a minimum  of erime.” fer music inatruction. in their
“Teach. o boy to blow a hornjclasses.
and he'll never blow a =afe’| All city elementary schools
“A music student . spends morelhave bands and chornses. Eighth|
time with his instrument thanigraders al Fremont Junior High
with any other spare-time activi- School meet daily for band, or-
ty." chestra and chorus training.
WELL DEVELOPED At KUHS, clusses are olfered

Music education in the schoolslin freshman chorus, mixed ‘chor-|

apparently is opposed by few injus, a cappella choir, orchestra,
Klamath County, for the program|training band and advanced band.
is well developed. Special  organizations  are  the

LaMar Jensen, director of in-{donce band, pep band and march:

strumental music for the city ing band.

elementary distriet and Klamuath| That way, many avenues lead
Union High School District, esti-{lo the music department’s objec-
- Imates that close to 600 students|lives,

an Symphony

M. DALE HALLACK

LoMAR K. JENSEN

LaMar Jensen, director of in-| M. Dale Hallack is director of
strumental music in the Klamath voeal musie in the Klamath Falls
County Schiool system, has been | ¢ohogl system, He also directs the
Im;;-.u' lnstrm.l]cr for 17 years. Klamath Union High School sym-

e previously was music super- g
Ivisor pﬂl Gragth'iew in Yﬂkli:\a phony orohiesiss.
Valley and came here in 1949 as
drector of bands under su;n:rvi:.«inn
lof Andrew Loney.
| Jensen, a native of Rockland, |
Idaho, attended public schools at
Blackfoot, Idaho, was graduated
with a bachelor of science degree
in music education and'a master
of music education degree from [Mere:
[ihe University of Idaho. He has| Hallack, his wife, Hazel, and
studied at Idaho State College, [their three children, live al 2043
Washington State University, llu:||["l'I Motra Streel.
Universily of Washington, Univer-| Before coming here, he Laught
sity of Oregon and Portland State bund music ol Farmington, New
I"u"i[.{\' {Mexico, Hl].,h &hwl

North Dakota. He earned a bache-
lor of musical education degree at
|Minnesota State College and a
{master of music degree al the
University of Michigan. Hallack
has taught music for 22 years,
He is beginning his fourth year

Featu red At Reso rt Hard Workls Success Key

ESTES PARK, Colo, [AP)—The
setting is a high school auditori®
um, The drone of woices inter-
mingles with an occasional off-
key nole from a musician's in-
strument marking the f(ingl min-
utes before the performance,

The house lighls dim and the
stoge i splashed with brilliance.
A hush falls over the audience.
The curtain gently opens. Strains
of the works of perhaps Debussy
or Handel or Mendelssohn  sift

For Opera Star Kirsten

| NEW YORK (AP — “Opera)jet plane commuter belween Man-
|lakes a lot out ol you said hatton and the West Coasl
{Dorothy Kirsten, | One does not become o diva by
| “Singing a high ‘C" is »qun..a accident, but by long and grueling
{lent to lifting @ 500:pound weight.” |work — and the work pots harder
| Because of the emotional drain, [when the [ame begins. Miss Kir-
(oo, the plamorous blonde Metro- slen has 30 roles in her reper-
politan  Opera star doesn't like toire, bul each summer spends a
to sing a heavy role more thun|month to six weeks perfecting her-
|ance every fourth day. self in new roles,

Top opera stars — like chom:| She is one of the

worlil's

Hallack was born in Fargo--

through the stillness,
A Tamiliar scene throughout the
world. A symphony orchestra per-

I pionship boxers — muke u ritual
of keeping in the best of physical
condition, Her Araining seerel s

best-known dramutic sopranes in
Puceini and Verdi operas bul says
her big goal is “to find a really

forming in all of its magnifi-
cence, Yel, in this  auditorium,
something is dilferent.

The muscions, most of them
boys and girls in their teens, are
parbed in blue jeans. Even the
conductor, Dr.  Walter Charles;
wears blue jeans, tailz and all

This is the Blue Je Festival
Orchestra, the realizotion of a
dream of D, Charles, who insists
he conducts the only symphony
orchestra of its Kind in the world

Known throughout the Estes
Park resort area as the Blue|
Jeaners, the  80-member  orches-
tra hos just completed Qs fivst
senkon,
before more than 15,000,

With o couple of exceptions,
the Blue Jeanets range in age
from 17 through 22 They came!
to Estes Park Dom 20 stales
cach one hand  selected by Dy |
Charles, who during the winter!
s the conductor of the Wichita
Falls, Texas, Symphony, Charles!
contacted many college music de-
partments fo find the finest mu.
siclans in collegiate ronks.

Some of the youngsiers have|
wealthy parents. Some have com-
paratively poor ones, Yet, each
musician, regnrdless of (inancial
slatus, must work while he's with
the Blue Jeaners

The players toll throughowt the
sumnmwer in resort business fiomse
Girls work 6is shop clerks or wail-
resses, Boys are waiters,  dish
washers and cooks, One spent the
past summer as a life guard,
Another was o forest ranger, hik-!
ingt 12 miles to rehearsal and 12
miles back every night,

The Blue Jeaners work 12 hours

n day and hold their rebearsals plan where people of the world l]w world, When these kids get o couple of seasons back

from 10 pm, until 12:15 am

“And we have delinite rules
about these jobs" explaing Dy
Charles, who secures  employ-

{are off bounds to orchestra mem: | next year.

SANDWICH MUSIC: Sandra Semeniuk 20, of Brookings,
S.D,, serenades a customer in the Estes Park, Colo., coffee
ihop where she works while not playing or rchearnng
with the Blue Jeans Festival iymphony orchestra,

Blue Jeaner can't leave a job. Dr. Jumes Paierson, head of the
{He must make it work even il finstramental  music  dopartment
h'l' docsn't like the job.™ at Huron' College in Huron, South
Bars and similar establishments Dakota, have bigger plons (ot
Instend of 80, there
thers. They must keep their rooms [will be 300, including dancers and
spic and span and subject to rigid |singers,
inspection al all times, They must! The organization  will present

talso retire immediately after re: full-scale productions of two musi

hearsals, cals and two operas. The musi-
Of the 80 who performed during|cals Will be “Oklaboma™ and My
the past summer, only one was | Fair Lady" and the operas “Cav
sent home for violation of rules alleria Rusticana” and "1 Pag
—going to Denver, 80 miles away, |liacei”
without permission. Dr. Charles says the orchestra
Dr. Charles got the iden for his|wants the “finest players in the
orchestra during World War 11 county . . . from every state . .
while he woas a [lier aboard a|from every class of home. This is
bomber, quite an experience for these ks
“1 was p}“)mg a cello for my It's =0 successful that only two
tentmates on the African desert,” of the 80 have indicated they will|
he says. "I was then that 1 not be able to return when we
thought that music can do much|start next year's rehearsals on
more than this, 1 thought it could [June 11,
make fricnds athong the peoples| “Someday this will be a truly

{of the world, and 1 thought of the great orchestra. Our future plans

iea for this orchestra . . . o)are to take this orchestra all over

feonld exchange ideas through mu- together and you look at them

whe, This orchestra 1k the result of playing together, it makes yvou!called her
tmy thoughts in thot tent on thl‘ realize whal a tremendouns future!

dm:rl.." 'we luve in America

| golf. pond new American opera — and
[ “It's the perfect sport for o SIE it in English.”
singer,” she said, “It helps devel What is the gremtest penally of
op rhythm and proper breathing. ' |operatic stardom?

“"Being upable to get oul of the
public eye,” she said, “"They want
you to be what their own idea of
you is. You can't always — some-
times you disillusion: them.

“The biggest sacrilice a prima

| Miss Kirsten came from a show- |
|husiness family. Her greal aunt
was o gilted soprano, and her
grandiather was handleader for
|Bulfalo Bill's Wild West show.

| As & young girl in Montelair : - 1
N.J., she stiidied singing. dancing donna has o make js Uhs, Sh

and acting. She sang swing music (195 L0 louk, dress and act like o
'Mlh Kate Smith for two years lprima donna — even when she
{later became o protege of Grace |Hoesn't feel like one. But it gels
Moore, who helped develop h-: In Iu a habit, and you learn to do
inlerest m opera

Miss Kirsten now

trafiel "Ih;\ doesn't, in her view, mean
avels

giving 40 performances ment for each Blue Jeaner, A Dr, Charles and his asslitant [between 75,000 and 100,000 miles that & prima donna is necessarily

a vear. Besides her operatic ap. |lemperamental ot hard to et
pearances, she does some 20 con "I'""' with
verls & year, and appeats as guost| 1 bave hatl the same secretary
lstar on pumerous TV programs, |[0F 14 years,” she said drily. I
i M has been said that bohind/don't know many tenbrs who can
every successful man is a pood Mitke that claim.”
woman. She says that behind her ',
a gosd man her |

Ihuul- nnd Dy, Jubn D, Fronch, -Ii
ACUrOSUrgeon |

‘The most impertant thing o
me s the happiness 1 know in my
[lri\-.llt' life,”" Bhe says )
| “When T am h.-pp» 1 sing my
best. This ks not true of all artists,
but it is true of me, My husband
|keeps me happy. He is a wonder-
“[ful man.

"I am never — ahsolutely never
— away from my husband more
than three weeks at o time™

“This means 1 have to do much
|more traveling, but it's worth
while to me"

SUCCES I8
THE COVER
The cornet section of Fre-
mont Junior High School
furnishes o striking exam-
ple of music being tought
in the Klomath Falis school
, which is a feo-
tured element in the Her-
old ond News Sunday
. An effort is
mode to show all elements
of music in the “l':dm..
nity in these pages today,
inasmuch os music is be-
coming mot:n:nd imore ;
| Because of her refusal to be g
jaway from heér Palos Verdes, aeld “*'H‘:"l ilou‘w: ‘::;
Calll., home fdr extended periods, ':l:;m;: left) Robert
|she quit the Metropolitan Opern Bicgk ;:' Bﬂ'l:: Ralph
|| Barnwell, Billy Martens,
Robert Cool, Terry Battis,
Al Alshire, Mervin Cook,

She won her point. The Mot
back during an emey
geney [nst April, but sk

Don Bose, ond Douq Leech.

OO Ber owo lerme, She bow s o




