ARROWHEAD RANCH is one of the five lying in the Cow Head Lake drainage.
Here a visitor, Arthur Leone, potes beside the colorful gate leading into the proper-
ty.

— Photo by McKinney

ADlNG’RA“CHERS in the Cow Head Lake project are C. A. Youngman, cenfer, and
his two sons, Johnny, left, and Abbott. The Youngmans ware the first to utilize an
extensive program of fertilization on the drained lake. — Photo by McKinney
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THE PUMP HOUSE where water it lifted from the Cow Head Lake sump and boosted
over the ridoe into Warner Valley. — Pheto by McKinney

site of an abandoned ranch in the
ranch is the Tarming center at Cew
— Phote by McKinney

THIS OLD BRUSH CORRAL itill stands af the
Warner Valley, Nearest neighbor to the lonely h i
Head Lake, some 10 miles south over the California line.

" Cow Head Lake, Restored

By Private Interests, Is
Big Oat Producing Region

By 1. 0. McRINNEY

A Jook m a California
will show in (he stale’s northeost
om corner N area

as Cow Head Lake
i of recent vintage, it will ear
ry the information (dey) in brack.
els Just like these

But a traveler would scorcely
be prepared to find there one of
the great aervicultural arens of
the state. All this is the resull of
private reclomation. But what was
once Cow lend Loke is now one
big tract of favm Jands, owned
by about five ranchers, and these
five men produce onls on & scale
to keep the oat plants busy the
vear around,

Like many  other  successful
projects, this development began
by accidest. Puring the dey year
cof 1031, when the Luke dried up,
a neighboring Tarmer plowed up
la portion of the exposed loke bed,
and  planted  barley. The resulls
proved that the onswer was Lo
drain the lake, keep off the wa
[ter, and harvest eraps,

This Land was not owned by
anyone. Bul riparian rights give
owners of shoreline elaim 1o the
land bordering on their property
|A survey designated the spot that
'wis  the lake's cenler, and  all
shove property reaches from each
ouler border to this central spol
Thus the lake was divided much
as a pie i alloeated 1o diners

Noo patent 1o these Limds has
Iheen dssued. Bul the elnims are
backed up hy old laws
are  poid, possession also adils
(to the legality, and  substuntive
[rights will some duy comipel some
agency, either stale or national,
o seue patents o the owners who
[have developed it all from an old
lake

Meanwhile, these lands are be-

g sold, Jensed, larmed, much
as any other ronch lands,
« Drainnge was effected by dig
|ging @ diteh along the western
edge of the lake, draining sur-
plus  water inte a sump, then
ilting ot by @ lurbine pump lo
drop it over the divide where it
|nuws mto Warner Valley in South-
ern Oregon. That pumping syslem
s something!

The eapacity of the pump is
46 cubie feet per second. This
i.‘nill'i up to more than 2,000 gal
long per minute. A diesel engl
of 130 horse power s used

o

run ' the big plant, and i« backed

up by 2 standby engines of
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But farming this tract presont

other  diflenlties.  Cow
Lake was at an elevation of 5240
n spring,
selisons

Frosts come lite
Thie
short. Barley wis tried, bt prov
to not be guite suited to the sen
sons. Despate an oveasional buim-
per vield, this
doned o ovils
Vear,

Stll another hazard reared its
head., The owners of the old lake
shove were not trained  farmers.
A few vorrs of big crops, and
the yield began to show decline
The unteained apriculturisie didn't
know' the answers, They do now!
IA neweomer from Wineis, C A,
Youngman, spent $11,000 for su-
per  phosphates  one year anid
opened up the way Lo a sustained
prosperity thot appenrs will pew-
ter again drop. Now all ranchers
know  aboul  puiting ns well as
taking.

Youngman, the Mhneis rancher
who woke up the natives, and
his two sons, Johnny, and  Ab-
bott, are the big wheels of Cow
Head, They, with J. V. Scame
mon, W V. Fateh, Harry Schid.
ler, and Mike Quivk, Torm the en-
bie 2600 aeres moone teact, but
oh=erving the boundavies that cen
ter like o carved pie, Al share
in costs of keeping  the  waler
Trained oft as they did 1o bld
the system, and all are growing
hig oat crops that never Ll The
average vield ol well cired lor
Lands @5 one and onehalf  tons
of tiveshed gram per acte, Thit
Hs more than 9 bushels—a  good
vield, and from londs that were
reclnimed privately,
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