Orphan Fashions City
From The Wilderness

{Upper Klamath and Lower Klam:| The Modoe War faded with the
lath  lokes, Nurse arvanged withfcapture and execotion of Caplam
the government for permission to Jack and his erew, and Linkville
Klamath Falls volers will belryn g ferry across Link River.was again consipned to iis sleepy
confronted  with. a  measure on Edgar Overlon supervised work|existence. |
the N“W""Tr 8 '“'H;" “1‘ IJ""";'un a boat which was begun in| In 1874 & new boost was given!
{r::f-:m:: !\::::: Il.'(: {_I!“‘::"”)f:! March. Nelson Slevenson, a car-|the town when Luke County was
ol ihe Geords \m_“:' ;h-mun‘-nl penter, did most of the work. ereated and Linkville became the
Park - " While this wos going on, Nurse county seat. It was short lived,
. : was operating his sutler's store though, and a subsequent elec:|
Wha is this man, how can hel o o temporary  quarlers. Hejtion established the present site]
be so mmportant that they would oo dealing  nimost exclusively[of Lukeview as the county seal
wimnl Iln change the name of lywith the Indians, exchanging ar- although al the time of election,
park in his: honor? ticles for furs, ' It was nothing more than a log
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Who was George Nurse?

:Mh’l. f'"l.mfltl there :Il'“;'f_ Meantime, Nurse had sent to/cabin,
:t mo: or Dutdings named i S pay Klamath for lumber (o build Town Plotted
ik a cabin. There was o rough cutl When the community was 11

Much of the history of this mi] at the Fort, and the lumberiyears old, Nurse filed another
strong-willed,  oponchearted  man, fwas Noated down the Jake and plat for the Lown.
has slipped  into obscurity, al |lhun ported Lo the ferry silel jn his filing, Nurse said)
though he died shortly before the where building of a cebin COMm- i 1o cortily !h“_“ I i"t' !

iy
‘ge Nurke,

turm of the century ot the age of menced in Tale spring, The ¢ityl m the original owner and propii. -
7 of Klamath Falls now had seenor of the land on which the
Born in Courtland C Iy, New|ils humble beginning, town of Linkville, Lake County,
York, of Sculeh parents on June| From this single eabin, today’s Oregon, has been laid out, that
7M. George Nuvse is he gty was destined 1o grow, stibd town is siluated on section
small laed that ﬁlmd_nn the docks The cabin was built on the'32, township 38, south of range 9,
at New York waving sadly 10 pu0p of the river. Later, another/east of the Willamette Meridinn,
hig beloved parent they salled|oahin was built across the streetjand that the above is a correct|
away aboord a lwicmaster, el Jed to the river. plat of said town, All former|
turning 10 their nutive Scotland Slowly, Uneli George's slore bo-||"“" ol said town made by me|
e clear up some lamily alfairs ;-.;nlu il}t- galhering place: Lo rjare herchy revoked and canceled,
With fears in his eyes, Hitle ool in the arca. The white set- the same not having been record-
George clutched firmly the hand |y were few in number, boted a8 required by Jaw, l{!m-lr.|
of the man and woman Wh ol drawn together by commipn|NO. 12 is dedicaled to common
were (o hecome his porents, Per-lpoeas 0 his wilderness. [school purposes, and is  herchy
haps he knew or mavbe just LBk el 1 in 1660 granted to the school distriet in
feared be would never see his Nurss: prosperer, aiw, i) “ which said block is situaterd, Wit
alter more than two years ol op T = . !
sl again. In cither case, be " T mess my hand and seal 260th day
- leration, the ferry was reploced < ¢
torret. with & wooden bridge which w:m“f February A.D. 1676, 7
w ship was never heard from'p o0 b0 Nise ot @ cost of be. During  this  peripd,  Nurse GEORGE NURSE in his later years is shown in this pic-
apain, and little George  Nurst yyween $1.200 and $1,500, 5 prinee- Served as proprictor of the town  ture. It was taken only a few years before his death in
was an orphan Iy sum at that time, Under his able direction it con-  1895.
Into Obsenrity | A town bepan to take shape as{tinued to grow and by 1880, when) _ | )

Al this point he  again slips gther cabins were  added, und,'l“' town was but 13 years old (Ime or "'“_’”“'f . min who had the foresight am
bisck into obscurily from which Nurse constructed @ hotel [ o ¢}t numbered 250 people Behind  him he left @ legacy courage o carve it oul of the
lie does nol emerge antil 1855, jravelers, -.pr[u»[hing h.ully need Nurse and H. M. Thatcher Riled of having  given  properly  for wilderness
when al the ape of 35 Georgelod for the few travelers there the plat for West Linkville this schools, for cemetery space. for| Today, there still is no sireel
Nurse found his way 1o the iM|"|.|“‘.ﬂ._ ST YEOr. |part ol the comthouse site #swith his pame, no school, no busi
ing state of California where the) gujnons blacksmith shops and| The stiriings of a municipality well @k many. home siles. ness. The spot where his calin
pold fever was still rampant. other  dwellmgs  gradually  ap [began and Nurse was m the lore- Crushing Blow and Ii'""_l_”'" hoiel stowd “_"“' e

Here he tried his hand ot H"lillp('mﬁ{ with George Nurse shep frent of the development It was & bitler, crushing blow only pgrassy spois of a park of the
mining and other  jobs, linally herding the fashioning of a town.| However, the sands of time for a man who now was 63 Byt |remains of & cement foondation
aceepting a job elght years Jaler] 1 muny cases, he gave the Were Tunning ool for George his was @ spirit. nol to rem The long siring of slores
in 1063 1o fill hay controcts for land 1o those “.];" would build, Nurse and his influence in the o ushied. With his little  remain- shops that spread from the river
the soldiers ol Fort Klamath I was said, one time, that ik'!“’“'“ he had founded, g funds b purchised a panch along Main Street have  disap-

A year later, 1864, he asked would give a piece of land to any In 1642, official machinery was st oulside the town of Yreka| ol one by one and the spol
for and was given permission Wipeison who wanted (o build on set in motion 1o make Linkville ind settled down 1o begin over|thal was  originally - Linkville s
sl up o sutler's store ot the Forl, [Main  Streel, apd  cerlainly,  his the county seal of the new county |igain today mostly park
where he teaded with sol s and|exlreme penerosily  wios \,_.,.|.|,.inl Klamath, It mm'kl_'ii the third! Here he spent his pemaining Even this park docs not bear
Indipns alike. He wos Tnonced by lon all sides county with which Linkville had doys his name.

Alexander Miller, who femained Joseph Canger been ncluded. starting first withl o preg tover of horses, iey| Yet, surely this ix one linli
Nurse's silentl partner inomuch| o o0 a0 Joseph Conger|' asew, then Lake, and now Klam proved 1o be his undoing Ihonor that the cily of Klamath
ol hig tramsactions ot the foF end of whil B how "t:‘- N8 Clocrae Hburse’d 1 | On November 26, Nurse al-|Falls alias Linkville . . .

In 1667, he applicd for and ol Conger Avenoe. Here, Congier cul e '.l :ﬂ.’i,. s .Irj-t: 2 ;Ir“ . In'mlf.'“"""|’1'“I to break up a fight b alias the George Nurse store . . .
permission from the povernmentiyioaied many [ruits and vegelas L;;_"‘l“:.m?:"‘ “'”‘ o "m.mm-.. ween iwo horses, was felled by 0Wes ar & debt of gratiude to
to toke wp o piece ol land aboul 1o became o fomiliar figure 1 '_ 'I”,“: 0 ..l_vml'llﬂr“'u 1<'! one of thiem amd died sotn afier-{this lounder
60 miles south of the Forl on aland aifer his death was o have "llp' :“rh If;r }n”h?'lri “,m{i' |wards, | Today, he lies buried in the
little stream locuted between 1Wo a3 gihool named in his honor. | SRCR RS RCIE By This wias 1805 (Yreka Cemelery  alongside e .

M,
1
' | A family home was constrocted | Norse pulled  his holdings 10| The town he bad Tounded was|
ler's stores in o big wagon and] 1 d i . - "
sel ol for ihe .,“: & I-"'-‘" by the Nurses. W was bulll gother, sold all that he possessed (28 years old, but it knew him And  voters in Klamath Falls
U took |- i . } across from the courthouse 4 managed 1o pay olf the note, with not have an opportunily on Novem-
I ook several dayx e awdoeation now occupied by a serve g inle w o ar. packid| . . dreet iniber 8 to pa il tribute o
the land he had  purchosesd Im|| i tation !-t'r‘th' |-mu‘n- Wikh & litle ‘money loft over, packed| Hix same j’“'".ﬂ* et kiz: e j..y“‘p«“,[ the ballot
} TR I‘ |" Sl ANer, i %l he owned nnd departed, leav-|[that town, no school was known N cmory.  OUne v
My ?u' did, bhe pllmwl el 10 Wi become the Marshall Rooms ing behind & thriving town which/by his nome, no store | ite measures calls for the penaming
ne ’ am- 1 ¥ L ;
!mu! hlﬂl“']“'"" aml sl up g e g wns given for the estab-lbe hod begun, built on  land name had now been changed from of \'_lvlm';-ns Memorinl Park mto
porary sheller. lishment of a school, all by'which he had owned in s entire- | Linkville to Klamath  Falls ..mii he George Norse Memorial Park.
I I"‘_" been n long romd f’"""l:num- Nurge. The town of Link-ty at one time, and populated by (the fown wax alvendy speeding!  Small teibute for 2 giont of a
New York i 1820 o this "|‘_'_:1iu||h- was  now  toaking  shape people who had all partaken of [lowaird ity Tuture desting of great man who  founded  the ety of
in the Oregon wilderness in 1667 | opaiohing away from the riverlihe generosity of this man "‘“Jmm- with no  thought Tor the |Klamath Fals
but the inevitable fides of desting iy the vic inily now ocoupied by ‘
had carried Georpe Nurse here. (e Soathern  Pacific
He may not hove realized, botland the West End Grocer)
e was now embarking on one ofl Nupse filed & plat of the town
the greatest accomplishments of of Linkville, then Tnler refiled the
his lfetime , . . the establishing (plat in 1878 when some dilliculiivs
of & town . . . lirst known s were encoimereil,
Linkville . , . loler o become| Five £ aller he fivst are
Klamath Falls rived ol the sie, in 172 when
As Norse looked over the site/the Linkville c¢ommwnity n o m
of hix future bome and business, [Dered 40 persons, the Modoe War
he viewed an area familiar 1o In. broke over the area hiko a blopdy
digns of this vicmily who used fo|clood
come bere for trading purposes. | Linkville  wae  worried 1-'"'"l
Two miles below the Norse site plans were m'.“h‘ to defend the)
y . W oo communiy,  Volunleers  poured
another Pioneer, Wendolen  Nps, /
: : " (ile the area and troope were st
hunl alrendy consimicted § calin 1 {ha (6
and wae starting o ferry across a/boned m the fo
e sweep ol Jower  Klamath) The generosity of Nurse i nol-
r ke ! e in some historieal aceounts of |
Solb) Yl the war which indicated that
i Il o | 1
Sireon. A SUSRTTE At h’:“‘_“]n some 60 volunteers  arrived
Lobvee, saxdioa B |h“|l mm.l i (Linkville on their way o the|
had token up fand aboul seven|y yionod, ad Nuse fed them
miles southwest of thiz spol. an 0 008t

il |
slowly the forerunners of a large| =y, bloodly dispatehes thal were

bip lokes. He pocked up his sut wife, Mary.

et { LT 4

ity lo come began 1o take shape Loy o fo the world on the. THIS WAS LINKYILLE at the age of seven The picture was taken |
! : il 4 : 1874 from the
Ferry Staried [Modoc War were datelined Link far side of Link River, shows the first bridqge ihaipspdnn.d Q;.mﬂ,.;::r "Lui% i ;g?q by
Realicing that he must have alville, A post office was sel up| George Nurse at the cost of $1,200 1o $1,500. Across bridge on left can be seen the
ferry or bridgge neross the nar-and Nurse beoame the first pw-t-i cabins constructed by Nurse for his slore, and on the right, his early hotel. Only @

row peck of Whe river thal linked | master. few buildings marked the lecation of Linkyille in thote days.




