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EDSON IN WASHINGTON ....

Labor Issue' Simmers On Election Back. Burner

Uniquely Ours

By PETER EDSON

Washington Correspondent
Newspaper Enterprise Assn.

WASHINGTON iNEAi - Politi-

cal headquarters here agree that
'lhe labor issue" is less empha-

sized this year than it has been
in the last six presidential cam-

paigns.
In one of their TV debates. Nix-

on and Kennedy gave different
views on how strikes affecting
the national welfare should be

handled, but that's about all.
Right to work laws are an is-

sue in eight states, but this issue
is being played soft pedal except
in Indiana and Oklahoma. GOP

senators Bricker in Ohio and
Knowland, running for governor
in California, took such a bad
beating while supporting such leg-

islation that few candidates stick

their necks out on it now.
Sen. Barry Goldwater of Arizo-

na, chairman of the GOP senato-
rial election committee, still goes
up and down the county denounc-

ing organized labor. Republican
Senators Carl T. Curtis of Ne-

braska and Karl E. Mundt of
South Dakota are running for re-

election on their usual platform
planks to restrict union activities.

The Congressional purge lists
of Teamsters' Boss Jimmy Hoffa
and International Electrical Work-

ers' Jim Carey aren't particular-
ly bothersome. In some districts
they are endorsements.

It is still good politics to run
against Walter Reuther, and
COPE the AFL-CI- Committee
on Political Education in a few
states where labor unions are not

strong.

But in general, the antilabor
heat has been turned down this
year up to the time the United
Auto Workers put out their Mich-

igan broadside, implying that only
bigots oppose the election of Sen-

ator Kennedy. That may steam
up Republican antilabor agitation
again. If it does, it's a bad break
for Democrats.

The list ot congressional, gu-

bernatorial and local candidates
which COPE is endorsing and
aiding financially this year won't
be made public till after election.
To announce it now might hurt a
few candidates.

COPE headquarters in Washing-
ton admits that the money col-

lected from union members is

way down. As of October 15, con-

tributions were even lower than
in the midterm election year 1938,

siders, has been widely purchased
by chambers of commerce and
similar organizations, and gener-
ously copied. Here is one of the
main reasons why there may be'
less criticism of union political
activities. Since business groups
are now following the COPE ac-

tion program, they can't pan it.
voter registration

drive this year is rated an out-

standing success. Nearly all o(
the $500,000 special fund set up
last August has been spent. The
money went for advertising,
sound trucks to tour the streets
and get voters out, buses to haul
them to registration offices.

'Nearly all the work was done
by volunteers but nobody knows
how many.

Carl McPeak, in charge of the
drive, says there is no way to
measure the result accurately
since other organizations were in
the same work. But he estimates
registration increases of from
eight to nine million new voters.

Indiana was about the only
state in which there was hostility
to the AFL-CI- drive. But it
didn't amount to much because
junior chambers of commerce
and other business - oriented
groups were in the same nonpar-
tisan effort.

when $709,000 was allocated to

candidates' campaign funds. In

1956 the contributions were $780,-00-

All U.S. labor organizations
gave $1,828,000 to political funds

that year.
One reason given for the drop

is that there is a recession on in

many areas and the unemployed
don't even have $1 to give to po-

litical campaigns. Another reason
is that the two parties are more
active in soliciting small dona-

tions.
A principal COPE activity this

year has been in distributing 34

million pieces of campaign li-

teraturevoting records, compari-
son of platform and leaflets on

social security and other issues

of special interest to labor un-

ions.
Its most popular number has

been a four-pag- e leaflet, "A Look

at the Record." comparing Ken-

nedy and Nixon votes on major
issues. It shows that from labor's
viewpoint, Kennedy voted right
120 times, wrong twice; Nixon

right 10. wrong 59. Ten million

copies have been distributed.
Twice that number could h a y.e
been used if they had the money
to print them.

COPE's political
' action hand-

book, selling for $5 a copy to out

dential candidates are therefore committed to

the long swings about the country they now
make from Labor Day to voting time.

As for the hullabaloo that accompanies
our campaigns, that is a clear reflection of
America as it is. Dignity may most often be
honored in the breach, but we cannot sudden-
ly decree dignified politics in a country that
has never known it and so far shows little
taste for it.

If we accept the fact that America's big-

ness compels long campaigns, we have a right
to fear that too heavy stress on dignity micrht
lead to incredible dullness. Politics here has
a g quality about it that saves it
from that abyss, at least part of the time.

There is monotony, certainly, in the rep-
etitious arguments of the presidential nomi-
nees as they race about. But at least it is be-

lieved from time to time by the unexpected.
And it is the very raffish character of our
campaigns that permits the unexpected to
show itself.

Undoubtedly we can and will improve
campaigning in this country. The TV encoun-
ters are a step down that road. But there is
little for us in trying to make some other na-

tion's system work here.

This is about the time in the election

campaign when everyone wishes the end were

closer, and some of the candidates begin to

wonder why they wanted to get into politics.

At such moments it is common to hear

suggestions that we should adopt the British

system, under which campaigns are limited

to about three weeks.

The advantages seem tremendous. The

cost is vastly less. With an early lid clamped

on oratory, the wear and tear on both voters

and candidates is sharply reduced. The whole

process appears to have about it less frenzy
and more dignity.

There's only one difficulty. No one has

yet successfully demonstrated that such a

campaign would suit Americans, especially
when they are picking a president.

Three-wee- k campaigns may go well

enough in tiny Britain, where even the most

exalted politician runs not nationwide but
only in his own parliamentary district. You
can't cover half of America in that time. But
millions of voters here want to see first hand
the men they must choose from.

Until that desire no longer exists, presi

NNPOPSC Ferrets Out
True Election Significance

gion. ( ) Sen. Kennedy's age. ( )

Sen. Kennedy's father. ( ) Sen.

Kennedy's haircut.
Q. What political telecast do

you think has had the greatest in-

fluence on the voters?
A. ( ) The first great debate.

( ) The second great debate.
( ) The third great debate.
( ) The Jack Paar Show.

Q. In your opinion, should
the wjfe of a presidential candi-
date:

A. ( ) Buy her clothes in
America? ( ) Make her own
clothes? ( ) Wear

( ) Join a nudist colony?
Q. How do you stand on the

Qucmoy-Mats- question?

'

Unpleasant Necessity

Emphasis On Youth In

Candidates' Advisers

'
The unmistakable meaning of the Ameri-

can embargo on exports to Cuba is that this

country, at least for the time being, has writ-

ten off the island nation as lost to commu-

nism.

For an embargo is never less than a stern
act of economic warfare. We would not under-
take it if we felt there was any early hope of

bringing Cuba back into the Free World. Ob-

viously we do not.

In ordoring the embargo, the Eisenhower
administration made plain that it was in direct
retaliation for what it describes as the "dis-

criminatory, aggressive and injurious" eco-

nomic policies of Fidel Castro's government.

Countless American properties and busi-
ness enterprises in Cuba have been seized
without compensation by Castro in a calcu-

lated campaign of economic piracy.

Fed doubt that his response to the em-

bargo will be to wipe the slate clean by tak-

ing over all remaining U.S.-hel- d Interests on
the island.

The embargo does, of course, exempt cer-
tain medicines, medical supplies, and many
kinds of foodstuffs. It remains to be seen to
what extent the Cuban government will here-
after choose to rely on America for such pur-
chases.

The general expectancy must be that
the U.S. action will drive Castro further into

the arms of Moscow. We seem to be saying that
this was perhaps inevitable anyway. Some, but
not too many, may argue the point. There is
wide agreement that Castro is committed to
the Reds beyond recall.

Our government declares that some Latin
governments, troubled at communism's in-

trusion in their hemisphere, will welcome the
new move. It does not pretend this reaction
will be general. Several Latin governments
are guided more by their sympathy for the
goalsyof the Cuban revolution. ,

(

This is understandable enough as a point
of view. But a hard look at the realities must
tell even these nations that virtually from the
outset of his regime Castro has failed to serve
these goals.

It is regrettable that in less than two
years the friendship between American and
Cuban peoples has been so poisoned. On top
of that, the aims of the Cuban revolt have
been subverted and a small but vital bridge-
head for Soviet communism has been estab-
lished 90 miles from our shore.

We must hope that some day the situa-
tion will be retrieved by the Cubans them-
selves, with only such help from us as they
want. In the meantime, we have chosen to
respond harshly after months of patience
to the hostility and hate Fidel Castro has
manufactured against us.

It is an unhappy course to have to take.

A. ( ) Believe Kennedy is

right. ( ) Believe Nixon is right.
( i Believe both are right. ( )

Afraid both are wrong.
Q. A number of persons,

apart from the candidates them-

selves, have been participating in
the campaign. Which swings the
most weight?

A. ( ) President Eisenhower.
( ) Harry Truman. ( ) Frank
Sinatra. ( ) Nikita Khrushchev.

Q. If you should be asked to
make a campaign contribution,
would you:

A. ( ) Demand favors in re-

turn? ( ) Give with no strings at-

tached? ( ) Plead bankruptcy?
( ) Not answer the phone?

County, N.Y.

But Hall is staying pretty much
out of sight, doing a lot of his
work by telephone.

Further up front is
Robert Finch, a lawyer who's
been in California politics for
years, ran twice unsuccessfully
for Congress, and has the title of

campaign director for Nixon.

Kennedy didn't go hunting
among the professionals, old or
young, for his . campaign man-

ager. He picked his younger
brother, Robert, who had been at-

torney for the Senate's rackets
committee.

When he was with the commit-
tee the younger Kennedy brought
in an old family friend, Phillip
Kenneth O'Donnell, 36, a former
Harvard football player and war
veteran, as his top assistant.

The Kennedys took O'Donnell

along for the campaign. He's the
senator's chief trouble-shoote- r

now.
As his chief assistant Kennedy

has Theodore C. Soren-so-

who w ill probably be While
House chief of staff If Kennedy
wins.

Another old Kennedy family
friend Lawrence F. O'Brien.

lawyer and public rela-
tions man is in charge of organ-
izing the Democrats around the

country. He did pretty well for

Kennedy in his primary fights
this year.

So. with the exception of Hall
and Truman, who is making some
campaign speeches for Kennedy,
there is hardly a political Stengel
in sight.

Answer to Previous uzzla

gffi 45 g j lojlpj stsfsl

30 Otherwise 44 Algerian
31 Sly look seaport
35 Beverage 46 Volcano in
37 Early English Sicily

(ab.) 47 Shift
36 Dry, as wine 48 Gaelic
39 Lock of hair SO Replica
41 Climbing M Individual

plants 53 Possessive
42 High cards pronoun
43 Strong wind 94 Foolish fellow

By DICK WEST
United Press International

WASHINGTON (UPll-W- ith an-

other election almost at our
throats, the time is ripe, or per-

haps over-rip- for a new ques-
tionnaire by the Nosey Nellie

Public Opinion Polling and Sam-

pling Co.
It has been almost six months

since the NNPOPSC felt the pulse
of the electorate. At that time the

pulse was fibrillating, which indi-

cated that the electorate either
was undecided or had heart burn.

The last Nosey Nellie question-
naire was designed to determine
the outcome of the Democratic
and Republican national conven-

tions. As president of the firm,
I predicted on the basis of the
returns that the Democrats would

nominate a Democrat and that
the GOP would nominate a Re-

publican.
I contend that my predictions

were almost 100 per cent accu-

rate, although there are some
Democrats and Republicans who

dispute this claim.
Be that as it may, I present

below the new Nosey Nellie ques-
tionnaire, which is designed to

determine the outcome of the
election. Please mail In your an-

swers promptly so that I can

analyze the results in time to lay
a few bets.

Q. If the election were held

today, would you:
A. ( ) Vole for Kennedy?

( ) Vote for Nixon? ( ) Vote for

Mort Sahl? ( ) Think something
was wrong with your calendar?

Q. What issue do you think
has made the greatest impact on

the campaign?
A. ( ) Sen. Kennedy's rell- -

LETTERS

TO THE
EDITOR

No Friend
I am hoping the party who left

the little kittens by the side of the

road to die slowly of starvation
gets lost In the woods and is not
found until (hey are unconscious
from hunger, and I wish the same
fate for anyone who knows who

did this and did not turn them
into the SPCA. In this case friend-

ship is no excuse for anyone who
would do a thing like this can be
a friend to no one.

Emma Burk.
1612 Manzanita

Defense Plan
Klamath Kails and the surround-

ing cities couldn't have been evac-
uated any quicker for an atomic
fallout evacuation than they were
on the weekend of opening of
deer season.

For weeks these deer hunters
have been sitting around their
homes and offices with blank ex-

pressions on their (aces and far
away glints in their eves. They'd
even get up in the middle of an
Interesting conversation on the
merits of bourbon and branch wa-

ter vs. women and walk over tn
a closet where they would pull
out their favorite rifle and dream-

ily sight it on a buck.
When the deer hunting bug

bites a man this hard, the only
cure land it is temporary' is a
weeklong sojourn to the moun-

tains where the victim can stand
for hours tfn end waiting (nr the
chance to miss the hunt's only
shot.

It's a known fact that a hunter
can leave" his home and diie
farther in less time to get to his
favorite hunting grounds but the
same trip coming back takes at
least twice as long

In case ol aii atomic bombing
our ci il delete ciders could an-

nounce an open deer season on
either sex and the public to lollow
the deer hunters evacuation
would be complete.

Sam Jones.
Keno, Oregon

NOTHING

SPECIAL
(W. B. S.)

there is one suicide attempt ev-

ery 60 seconds in the United
States. There are 20.000 actual su-

icides every year, making
one of the top causes

of death. As such, it is a con-

tinuing subject of medical inquiry
to learn the "why" for this tragic
waste of life.

Equally appalling, to me. Is

the number of highway fatali-
ties in Oregon. Seems that ev-

ery day we read of one or more
instances of fatal accidents on
our highways.

LOOSE ENDS: After seeing
some of the trash that clutters
our book stores and catalogs
these days, any novel that cou'd
be described as sincere, refresh-

ing and clean must drive the au-

thor to despair. . . . People who

say they sleep like a baby, ap-

parently never had a baby. ... A

married man seldom makes a
fool of himself without finding
out about it. . . . What's this
about a state law forbidding min-

ors from purchasing, possessing
or using cigarettes? ... I take
a map with me, and I'm derned
if I can find my way around
some of these KF streets.

"By all means, marry" Socrates
once told his disciples. "If you
get a good wife, you will achieve
happiness. If you get a bad one,
you will become a philosopher,
and that of course, is good for

every man."

And that reminds me of some-
thing else: Life is unjust to men!
the world is made for women.
When a man is horn, the first r
thing people ask is "How is the
mother?" When he marries, they
say, "He certainly is lucky to
have gotten such a beautiful
wife!" And when he dies, they
say. "At least he is leaving her
well off!"

Andy Collier insists that now
is the time of year for our annual
"Golden Candles of Autumn" edi-

torial. My problem is lhat I liav
been in the land of coniferous
trees for so long. 1 can't identi-

fy by name, properly, the decidu-
ous wonderland we're now in. So
let's just say that the elm. tht
oak. the ash. the birch. Ihe etc ,
etc., are never more superb than
now. And now, if Andy will just
come around with some remedy
for keeping the pesky leaves rait
of the garage and so on, we'll h
even.

s Opinions
in case of disaster. It leaves lhat
to the Legislature which, conceiv-
ably, could work up several plans
certain of which could he used if

the others proved impractical.
What the amendment does i.. to

peimit the Legislature, when
writing such plans, to ignore cer-
tain provisions of the Constitution.
For example, the Constitution now
says that the Legislature must
meet in the Capitol Blrig. in Mar-in- n

County. In case of enemy at-

tack, that might he impossible So
the Legislature by this measure,
would he authorized tn ignore that
provision.

This measure was referred to
the people without a dissenting
vote in the Legislature We cannot
see why it should have a dis-

senting vote from Ihe people,

There's plenty'of seriousness in

this world today. And the politi-

cal campaign has added emphasis
to Ihe serious side. Not so with
one lady in Eugene. In a spot
in the Register-Guar-d generally
set aside for discussion of serious
matters (letters) she had a bit
of fun and added a bright point.
She wrote to the editor: "Follow-

ing your editorial advice, I have
followed the presidential c a

very closely. I have heard
about Social Security, help for the
aged, give Matsu and Quemoy to
the Chinese Reds, etc.

"One article that I read in your
paper stated that Jackie, the beau-

tiful wife of Senator Kennedy,
had such fine hair that she
soaked it with beer to give it
more body and make it stay in

place better. I tried it and it did
not help at all. I tried several
brands and still no better.

"I am convinced I am using the

wrong brand. Now, you got me
into this mess. I expect you to
find what brand she uses. Please
hurry. I am about out of hair."

Several readers have asked

why we took nut "Boots and
Her Buddies" from the comic
section. The author of that
particular panel died this year,
and as soon as the strips he
had drawn ahead were used,
the panel was dropped. We had
no choice in the matter.

When Lewis Kandra led the

way for the 24th Potato Festival
in Merrill last Saturday, it
marked the 25th straight time
that he has acted as marshal for
the event. I don't know what the
arithmetic is on that, but I as-

sume there was some other kind
of parade event that came up
during the years of the Festival.

I guess it's customary but I'm
derned if I'd want to be a mem-
ber of the Festival committee dur-

ing a political campaign year
and have to decide which candi-
dates wore going 0 have top
billing at the various functions.
Seems to me a better way would
be lo cut out all political candi-
date appearances except for what
they want to do as individuals
mingling with the crowds that at-
tend.

This sounded rather appalling
to me when I read it: For what-
ever commentary it may contain
on modern life, it is a 'fact lhat

Other Editor'
No. 12, Of Course
(EUGENE REGISTER-GUARD- )

If. Heaven forbid. Orecon should
suffer enemy attack, with its cit-
ies destroyed and its responsible
officials killed or missing, how
would state government survive?
Under the present wording of Ihe
Constitution, it couldn't. We d he
in as big a mess goernmcntallv
as we were physically. Thai's

hy. on the Nov. 8 ballot, there
appears a measure which, if ap-
proved, would authorize the Legis-latur- e

to make emergency provi-
sion for "continuity of government
in enemy attack " It appears as
Measure No. 12. Voters need have
no hesitation in approving it.

The constitutional amendment
does not spell out what the form
of Oregon s government would b

By JAMES MARLOW
Associated Press News Analyst
WASHINGTON (API When the

Yankees sacked Casey Stengel it

just went to show this has been
a bad year all around for the old

pros.
Take politics. None of the men

around Vice President Richard M.
Nixon and Sen. John F. Kennedy
is a political sentimentalist. But

almost all are young.
The oldtimers in both parlies

have been shoved into the back-

ground.
Two of the biggest old pros still

loose in the land, former Presi-

dent Truman and Speaker of the
House Sam Rayburn, tried to side-

track Kennedy's bid for the Dem-

ocratic presidential nomination.
He ran right over them.
Nixon didn't have to demolish

any Republican giants to get what
he wanted. He spent seven years
as vice president sewing up the

Republican presidential nomina-
tion long before he ever got to the
convention.

Neither Nixon nor Kennedy, of

course, is a political chicken.
Even though they're both in their
40s, each has been in Congress 14

years and each knows his way
around in campaigns. They've
been in some rough ones before
this.

The closest thing to an

pro in cither camp is Leonard
Hall, Nixon's campaign manager,
a former Republican national
chairman who was in Congress for

' years and has been mixed up in

politics since back in the 1920s

when he was sheriff of Nassau

Youthful Singer
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