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WASHINGTON (AP)\—=Democral
John F. Kennedy apparently has
pulled almast even with Repuhlis
ditt can Richard M. Nixon as they
BY [spring toward the finish in their
hectic race for the presidency.
4| Bul a new Associated Presy
Y Blsurvey indicates that—with alees
tion day only three weeks ahead.—
neither candidate has heen abla
lo grasp a clear advantage In 17
states numbering nearly hall of
the 536 elecloral votes,
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POLLARS|| This latest AP checkover of the
palitieal situation in all 50 states
| gave gome evidence that Sen,
|I\('r|nmh might he gaining an
ledge in some of the big doubtful
states—like New York 145, Penn.
sl isylvania (3%, California 132), and
-] Michigan 201,

At the same time, some of (ha
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tending  toward Vice President
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The survey indicules:

Nixon'Is ahead in 19 stales with
| 131 electoral voles, Kennedy s
reredited with the lead In 14 states
with 129 electoral votes. In a fow
‘Sptithern states, a scattering of
Democratie  electors mught  not
vote for Kennedy even if he won
|their stales.

The 17 states rated as tossups
account for 267 elecioral votes—
close to enough to elect a presis
dent by themselves,

In the previous survey  twe
|weeks ago, Nixon was reparded
|as out front in 22 states with 161
electoral votes; Kennedy as leads
mg in 14 states with 123 votes,
|And 14 states with 253 votes wers
listed as in doubt,

Thus, the indication is that Nixe
§ on has dropped hy thive states
{ and 20 electoral voles. Kennedy
M \has the same number of slates as
i the last time—14—but has added
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has grown by thiee stales

Kentueky €100, Colorado (6 and
Arizona 4) moved from the Nixs
lon ealumn into the tossup elass,
Lowlsiana 1100 went from the
daubtful group intn Kennedy's cols
umn, And Montana 141, rated last
|time as for Kennedy, slipped [nte
the doubtiul categary.

Other  fossup  stales: Ohia
(251, Texas 124}, Nonth Carolina
141, Missouri 113, Tennessee
) and Mississippi (81,

As hefore, the new AP survey
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own veteran political reporters,
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In Washington state (80 and
| Wisconsin - 112, for  example,
some: ohservers fell Nixon might
have pgdined on Kennedy in tha
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