The World'’s
I eacher W oun SociETy there is no more noticeable difference than the difference
LR hotween the thoughtful and the unthoughtiul person

The specific, the distinguishing, quality of any person is the quality of his
mind. And nothing does more to cultivate the mind than the reading of books.

The ability to read a book is like the ability to listen: it implies a mind that
is disciplined to reccive and entertain idens. The good listener has no pride
of that wiang sort which assumes that nothing further can be learned.

In the real world, there is always more to learn than even the wisest person
will succeed in learning, but the sign of wisdom in him is his recognition of
this fact, and his willingness to make the most of his opportunity. The good

reader, like the good listener, not only knows how to use his mind;, he knows
how to change it. No activity is happier than the first of these; nothing is nobler
than the second
What could be more natural than the desire to own a useful or delightful
By MARK VAN DOREN book, to keep it on a private shelf, to mark it up if need be? The wise man
borraows books when he has to, buys them when he can
For it is boaks that change us most. The young student will listen to his
teachers, but they have had thelr teachers, too: the books by which their
intellects were formed. The parent will hope thut his son or daughter may
find good teachers at college, and, of course, they will be there. However, the
master twachers will be the books the students read.
These never change, just as they never diminish in number. They are the
everlasting teachers by which the human race has got its education.
Indecd, books stretch our minds—the most elastic thing human beings
¢ . ) yassess, The yvouth who forms the habit of letting books alter his thinking
April 3 to 10, this famous educator and Aol M i ; :
At college, he will be expected to read beoks as he once read articles or
. . . * stories; to tuke i the whole of o long argument or exposition or narrative;
writer r('tl-ﬁ us N-'haf r(’a([l'ng to keep the parts of it before him as he reads, and to see them in their natural
relution; to live with an author for hours or days or weeks; to venture through
. v 1 } . d , , new worlds as if he had a right to be there
means to rnim an can mean ro \ ou The world of college is many worlds, all of which may be new to the young
traveler. His passport to the world of books is his desire and his ability to
read. He will come back a richer person than before. He may or may not be
able to tell his parents what he has seen, but they will be glad he took the
journey for it will have made him the independent soul they wanted him to be
The clearvest indication of & truly educated person is the habit of buying
and reading books. It s u habit he will cherish as long as he has life,

Arline Strong.

In honor of National Library Week,

it less in later years.
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