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Dummies Used

For Training
By JACK BRANNAN

United Press International
FORT SILL, Okla. (UPD The

Army, b!c it, is earnestly trying
to save the taxpayers' money in

raining men to fire missiles.
In the past, trainees learned to

fire their weapons by going to a

range and blasting at a target.
Not so anymore --r not with a
single Redstone missile carrying a
price lag in the neighborhood of
$300,000.

Using up these missiles for mul- -

training purposes would
make a considerable dent in any
pock el book, even the govern-
ment's, to say nothing of the dan
ger involved in allowing trainees
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LESSONS

to fire the giant weapon across
vast areas.

So the Army is using a device
at its Artillery and Missile Cen
ter here which does everything
that a real Redstone does, except
blast off.

The "stand-in- " missile, which
cost s an est .mated $30,000, can
be used repeatedly for training
shots. It reacts to checkouts and
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"live missile would v even through
flight, which the electrical devices
can simulate.

Capt. John B. Riordan, chief of
the Redstone Instructional Branch,
pointed out that the potential dan-

ger of allowing trainees to fire a
"live" missile, phis the damage
caused by continued tinkering with
the Redstone, is eliminated by the
trainer.

"Allowing inexperienced trainees
to handle a tactical missile would
not only shorten the life span of

the missile," he said, "it would
also increase the chances for a
malfunction in firing.

"Reliability is the problem with
missiles. It takes only one mal-

function among the missile's mil-

lions of parts to rjin a firing mis-

sion." ..

The "brains" of the training
missile are in a truck, called the

Instrument Instruction
to My ... for kuiinen or

pleasure! We offer e comeleta ilv.

"analyzer van," loaded with elec -

Ironic computers and reactors,
These devices trigger responses in
the trainer missile to checkout
and firing procedures issued from
the missile's fire control unit.
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