FRED LEWIS, president of tha Séuth Suburben Sanitary
District board of diractors, displays the construction con-
tract. Not a few sheets of paper, the ''contract document’
in two volumes equals the bulk of the Los Angeles phone

diractory.

Payment Due On June 1;
Special Tax Levy I.ikely

Editor's Note—Thiz is the fourth
In a series of six articles on tho
South Suburban Samtary District

By TOM STIMMEL

The South Suburbun Sanitary
District was  underfinanced  lrom
the lreginning, The district must
levy a special tax, or find some
ather source ol moeney, to muke Hs
first bond payment due June 1

O course we  were  underti.
nanced,”” suid” Project Mansger
Maurics Guoderson in answer Lo
the charge. “"We knew that e
night we opened the bids—betore
the contract was  awarded, We
swosa 10000 | Ihr hole from the
start.

The dislrigt storted with $1882.-
00 to build its sower systens and
oxidation ponds—§1.800,000 {rom 4
goeneral obligntion bond dssie nnd
82,000 federal wid. District direc.
tors  opencd  bids  the nwight ol
June 18, 1058 Thol same  tight
they examined a now cstimate ol

costs propured by their engineer-

g firm. The projedt, by this es
timate, wiy lo cost 240,000,
Two Cholees
“We had lwo cholces," Gunder:
son recalls, "We could go ahead
and battle the thing through, or
we could go back o the people

and usk for & supplemental bood |

igsue and start the whole thing
over again. We decided to go as
fur as we could with the money
we hud."

This decision may huve been ine
fluenced to stme extent by on ear
lier lettor from Cornell, Howland,
Haves and Merryfield of Corvallis
consulling engincers for the dis
trict,“On October 3. 1967, the firm
had revised (8 cost estbnate up
ward Lo $LO09.6T7, but added

“It is our opinion that these re
vised construction costs are ap
proxinsately 10 per cent more thin
o o « W distriet can probably re
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proposals, We feel, however, that .“-“-‘I
the bond Issues for this project] '™
should provide sufficient funds o) Wi
cover the entire cost ol construe tlections
tion in the event. . . . hids pedown
coived oxceed the engitioers’ osti. |10 S0t 1
dlout here,

mate by as much as 10 per cent

Gunderson and the district's di;
rectors out @ considerable mum
ber of corners and exacted some
shgnificant savings In meeting high
bids anie rising  cosls, although
sofiie corners cost (0 terms of pub
Tie relilions

The contractors lve  fimighed
thitir work, and they hive been
paid, and the job is B per cent
complete, Bul this poimt — the
Apring of 1D—uppears Lo be dx
far as the district could g0 with
the money 10 had two years he
lore

Harold Nefth, the district's ol
fice mnager, opoens his  hooks
readily. The books show thfsSouth
Suburban Sanltaty Dedriet Mo w
hos approximatoly $43,000

“Wa  lad $7E0000 s ol Janyary
ot -1 N ) hore aiter
31, North exg {. on Fih A s
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In service .
In the past twe yedrs, the dis
teict hus made three intorest pay

ments on its bond lssue. Each
pavinent so far Hus besn 50,550
On June 1, in addition to another
Interest payment. the districl must

fipke its frst payment on hond Waltel White,
principal, The amount due s 345 | e Askinis,
000, This, plus another interest |plins
payment, means $05.240 s duel| SOHES

June
More Sérviee Feos
The disteiet will recbive niork
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too, “We'll probahly transive I
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