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Centennial Funds Offered Impetus To New Art Unit

The Klamath Art Gallery is
built although the city of Klam.
ath Falls Is considered in many
localities to be a young, wild west
town and not particularly redo-
lent with culture,

Now, the town has surpassed
others of comparable size and
many larger citles in the state in
the interest of progress and aes-
thetic development, This hos been
demonstrated concretely in the last
six months by the wonderful re-
sponse made by business and in-
dustrial men and individuals who
answered requests with help for
building the gallery.

GORDON KENSLER

Work I._eft
To Be Done
At Art Unit

By GORDON KENSLER
Art Instructor

Rlamath Falls Grade Sehools

Many Klamath area residents
may be surprised to learn that all
waork on the Klamath Art Gallery
is not yel completed,

Building, however, has pro-
gressed to the point that the Art
Associntion members deemed it
time to open the bulding to per-
mit enjoying exhibits planned for
the spring.

Members have set summer for
a completed building but  much
work remaing unfinished, and com:
pletion depends on the donation of
labor, materials and funds.

The following Is a list of work
lo be completed: installation of
rest room plumbing and fixlures,
kitchen fixtures, some interior and
exterior painting to be complet
ed by members in the spring, in-
stallation of wall covering male
rigls (o serve as background for
exhibits and buillding cleanup,

Two patioz are planned, one ad-
joining the side door of the arl
gallery, the olher adjoining the
large sliding door of the ceramic
studio or *'Pot Shop." The ort gals
lery patio will be large enough to
accommodate benches. outdoor ex-
hibit space, a pool and perhaps a
fountain, The second will provide
an outdoor working oarea for cer
amists, painters and other crafis
men,

Some new walkways will be
needidd. Old ones need repuiring
and (e driveway and parking
arens need working over. Plans
call for a complete landscaping
project with shrubs, trees and
flowers. A large garden area on
the hillside at the rear of the
buildings, utilizing many native
plants, Is to be accomplished.

Remodeling of the Moore House
{Art Center) I3 under way but
completion of this area of the cen:
ter also depends on donations of
labor, materials and funds

In April 1859, the Stale Centen-
nial Commission ofiered through
Ben Swartz, curator of the Klam-
ath County Museum, the sum of
$3750 to the Klamath Arl Associ-
ation to build a gallery.

There were (wo stipulationd, (he
association must submit historical
information, .articles of incorpora-
tion, plans for the proposed gal-
lery and the sum which the stale
offered was to be matched by
the association.

Only a small sum had accured
from donations made at exhibits
and [rom percentages from sales
The association had little money
and the deadling was two weeks
hence,

The members took into consider-
ation thal regquests for community
enterprises in the form of cash
and materials had been’ exceeding-
ly heavy in recent months, In-
come taxes had just been paid,
86,000 had been donated for a cen-

lennial building on the stale line,
the drive for 530,000 lor a new
OTl site was just under way, a
survey was lo be made for a new
hospital.

The financial coordinalors of the
association conferred with several
businessmen on seeking public sup-
port to build an art gallery. All
signs pointed lo a successiul ven-
lure. Each businessman  present
at that conference contributed $100
eoch and the drive was oo

Two members started down
Main Sireet, Nol one person. con-
Lacted refused help with either cash
or malerials for building, Contri-
butions of cash were [rom $ o
SL000, In 14 hours the match mon-
ey was pledged.

The gallery is to be opened
late in February, just eight months
after the fund drive opened. The
people of Klamath Falls should
be proud of the parl (hey have
playved in this community effort,

No other lown in Southern Ore-
gon has avcomplished such a task,
Klanmath has started the ball roll-
ing and others are expecled (o
follow. Interest increasing in
art in all of Oregon, Northern
Calilornia und western Nevada and
members look forward lo moking
this area the greatest cultural and
recregtional area i the Wesl,

Many letters of inguiry on or
ganization of the assoviation, on
finnneing, supporting members and

=

time required to complete Lhe
huilding have been received.
Answers have given credit to

those who have made Lthe gallery
possible, People have been asked
to dig ditches, haul gravel, wash
windows, furnish bricks and pum-
ice blocks, wax [loors, paint, o
furnish  windows, doors, electric
wiring, and other materials,
Those who could not contribute
lahor or materinls gave cash.
The building now stands as a

tribute Lo the public spirited peo-
ple of the Klamalth Community.
The Art Association sponsored the
work, but the gallery, the work-
shops wnd the park which sur-
round it belong to Klamath Falls
and those who wish to enjoy if.
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