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Creative Thinking Pays

Off For Klamath Area In
Modern Art Gallery Here

By ROBERTA BLOMQUIST

Klamath Falls and its surround”
ing community is one of the few
spols in the Weat which has the
understanding and the foresight
among its citizens lo realize (hat
through creative activity, and cul-
tural development, much of the
desperation in the world  today
could be avoided. By art actlivity
the meaning is not limited to vis-
ual arls alone, bul to the whole
field of creative arts—Hterature,
music, drama and dance.

The people of this communify
have signified their stand on cre-
alive arts by allotling o park area
cootaining a line old house and
space under beautiful old maple
trees as Lhe site for the new nrt
gallery

The old building is being con.
verted into workshop nreas which
include a meeting room, a cer-
amic shop equipped with wheels
and kilns, a weaving room with
looms, a room for painting, space
for sculpture, a print room, dark
room. a5 well as space for other
arts and crafis.

To realize {ully what this all
really ' means, one has only to look
at some of the stalements con-
cerning world problems by greal
thinkers of today. Many learned
professors and scholars, statesmen
and students of psychology hold
the theory which is so well de-
fined in the following excerpt
from a paper by Henry A, Mur-
ray, prolessor of clinjeal psychol-
ogy al Harvard University:

“An eémotional elliciency dis-
ease, a poralysis of Lhe creative
imagination, an nddiction 1o su-
perficials—this Is the diagnosis 1
would offer to account for the
greater part of the widespread
despecation of our lime. Paralysis
of the imagination, 1 suspect,
wottld also account, in port. for
the fact that the great majority of
us. wedded to comlort so long as
we  both shall live, are turning
our exes away [rom the ope thing
we should be looking at—the pos
sibility or probability of co-exter
mination.'

The common language of the
world has always been that of the
arts. The grem literatures of each

nation of the world are as well
loved and known by one nation
as anather, The great music of

each country is plaved and lToved
by, every other culture. The pgreat
paintin seulpture and architec-
ture wre treasured in the world’s
musetimns without prejudice us Lo
what peoples originaled the mas-
Lerpieces.

Our world of individuals and na-
tions meets as ong people in the
Since that apporently is our
only point of agreement. it would
seem logical to give more Lime
and spuce, ns well as energy (o
developing the arts, to developing
the creative imagimation.

The Hamo sapiens s driven by a
compuision to create and is filled
with a desire o hear. touch, laste
and see a creation which is beau-
tiful, true and honest, Our present
civilizations are sich, especially in
America, that mankind has less
and less opportunity Emd incen-
tive lo fulfiil this urge. Since Lhe
creative urge and imagination is
an integral part of man, he must
produce or become a neurotie.

He is bound by an urge. latent
though it may be, to prodoce
art in some form. To complete
the neurological pattern he must
display and exchange his crea-
tions with others. In following
such a pattern on a world basis
he muay establizh the understand-
ing Wifh others which harriers of
language. religion, politics. mores
and geography make difficult.

oris.

Perhaps the people of this com-
munity have not formulated a del-
inite philosopby on this subjeet;
perhaps no one has an exacl an-
swer, but that there exists here a
strong feeling that something
needs to be done about creative
arts is evidenced by the effort
put forth to plan and boild a cen-
ter where people of Lhis wide area
can develop their ideas and where
they can exhibit their work as
well as that of others.

With the complelion of this proj-
eet, yel far [rom finished, this
community must .'-|2Iﬂl| as an ex-
ample of what can be done by
every area of like size. Alremdy
as others walch the progress steps
are being laken to proceed in a
like manner. School and homes,
good @s they may be, wre nol able
to pravide what a community arl
center can, Klamath F and
the outlying community have rea-
lized this, and in so doing, have

made an effort toward solving the
problems of

“the desperation of
our Lime.

ROBERTA BLOMQUIST has
worked consistently in the
interest of the Klamath Art
Association for many years
and gave unstintingly of
time to help raise match
funds for the Art Gallery.
Mrs, Blomquist heads the

drama department at Klam-
ath Union High School.

Pioneer Craft

By DALE CUSTER

It is appropriate thut as part
ol the Centennial gift to the ne
Klamath Falls Art Center, hand-
ving, a [ormer pioneer craft,
ng generously included. There
time in the past century
done as a
necessary parl of day to day
—when wool from the sheep
linen from the fields was pro-
cessed and worked into articles of
every day use.

Orchids to our grandmothers,
who probably never even saw such
an exotic lower, for their work in
cloth making. Then came more
abundant supply of machine weav:
ing which, while taking a load from

s

wias o

when handweaying wat
very

our grandmothers, relegated the
old looms to the barn or storve
house

looms in use to make worn oul
clothing into (loor coverings even
o lale as the d ssion when
many, farm women supplemented
the family income by weaving the
neighbors™ rags into rugs: In re
cenl yes there has come with
our increased leisure and aware:
ness of our heritage, a desire to
revive some of the arts and cralls
which produced so many lovely
things while working as a neces:
alty.

Fortunale Is the individual who
can restore the old loom—the reed

doublless will have rusted any-
way. some parls may have been
consumed by dry rol. a lwo-by-

four may have been used (o repair
the shed—but essentially the basic
parts are workable,

There is joy in an old loom and
& responsiveness that a newly as-
sembled one dovs not have. Yet in
many cases an old loom is not so
accurate or so flexibie as o mod-
orn one. Our modern loom makers
have o lecling lor [unclional heau-
ty that makes of o tool a lovely
piece of furniture for a modern
room or studio

Some of the old looms are such
space consimers that an added
room or loft is necessary Lo house
them: hence we are unwilling to

aside two rooms for handwenving
with five looms availuble at pres-

ent, is offering increased opportu-
nities for hondweavers in  this

There were a few of the old rug |

assign either time or space lor
such cumbersome objects,
The pew Art Center, selling

We;ving Kept Alive In

Of Hand

Classes At Art Workshop

area. When one considers the re-
markable progress thal has been
n past years with restricted
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with abstractions, it is desirable
for each individual to have a hand
craft as a starting point from
which to grasp reality. There is
nothing more real than stretching
a warp thread and crossing it with
a welt to moke a useful article and
o beautiful one,

It is interesting thal the expres-
applied

sion “warped personality”™
lo irdividuals whose lensions have

facilities, it is encouraging to think
what can be done with handweay.
ing in the next decade.

An early workshop was held here
as early as 1951 when Mary 1ull-
ington of Seattle instructed a num-
ber in handweaving, Some of our
mast devoted weavers became in:
terested at that time, In 1955 Dovid
Hateh  from  the University of
Oregon was here for a two woeks'
course. Just recently in the fall of
1957 Dorothy  Anderson taught a
beginners’ who worked on
looms rented from the University
of Oregon.

There ore many men and wom-
en in the Klamath Basin  with
weaving experience gained in' West
Coast colleges either in art courses
lor in work with textiles or cloth:
fng, Others have attended work-
Ishops in other ctions of Lhe
countey or have been instructed
privately.

There are many excellent books
and periodicals avallable lor the
How-To-Do-1t-Yoursell  individual—
even  correspondence  courses
There are local eraltsmen quall
fied to instruct or assist any would-
be handweaver,

Weavers are most exacting and
al the same time most helplul to
heginners who wish to learn, With
Iooms being used increasingly in
our public and private schools for
arts and erafts, it would be o great
help to our young people to be able
lo see weavers ol work, use lpoms
under. skilleel instructors and ex-
perignce  the  satisfoction  thal
comes from working with the basle
tools of existence.

Increasingly, in a Hme  when
more and more men work daily
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become too great for normal ad-

Justment is seldom applied (o

{handweavers, Could it be thal in
|this basic operation there s na
experience 0 normal that i aveids
warping personalities? Weaving in
our hospitals lor handicapped per-
sons is accepted and special looms
and techniques have been devel-
oped to help these individunls,
Traveling exhibits of beautiful
'weaving will be brought to the new
center so that those ol us who are
inerested can have an opportuni-
v to study and learn to appreciate
these  lovely things, and so we
v be¢ more diseriminating in
viewing machine mode articles.
There ave many such traveling ex-
hibits avallable and we will look
for them in addition (o expanded
showings [rom our local handwea-
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