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THE BRASS POLE is the quick way downstairs when the
alarmtings. Here Jim Brown, hoseman with the Klamath
Falls Fite Depariment, demonstrates the technique of grab-

bing the pole and letting go. There are two poles in the main

dormitory.

Oregon Territorial Days
Pictured In Collection
Now Turned Over To OHS

A candid Astorian, reporting
how the news of the 1856 election
ol James Buchanun was ocelebrat-
ed, declared, “we kept the old 2un
howling “till we all got so tight
we couldn’t see to load it."

This and other intimale reports
on life in Oregon during territorial
days are contained in the lelters
and papers of Robert Shorless,
one of the “Men of Champoeg.”

The valuable Shortess collection
has been given to the grehives of
the Oregon Historical Society from
Abel Olsen of Astoria and Is now
being eatalogued

Shortess was a sub-Indian agent,
a county judge and school clerk at
various times in Asloriz. Some his-
torians think he did more 1o “mold
the desliny of Oregon™ than wny
other man of his time.

He was an Ohio schoolteacher
who slarted to Oregon with 1he
Peorin parly, arriving alone in
1840, delermined Lo “protect Amer-
ican rights' to the region dominat.
ed by the British Hudson Bay
Company.

Shortess is best remembered for
his elforts to prevent the thefl of
Indian lands by greedy white set-
tlers, benl on corrupling the na-
tive Clalsops and Chinooks with
liguor.

In a letter [ram the collection,
he told Gen. Joseph Lane the In-
dians “are treated as aliens and
intruders in their own country."
He charged that Asloria was
crawling with “persons of the most
abandon and lawless characler.”

He informed Lane that seltlers
were lelling the Indians lo give up
lands and fishing stations or the
soldiers will soon come and kill or
drive them off,

Meanwhile, back at Fort George
in Astoria—Shortess in o later re.
port noted that liquor sales Lo the
Indians had been stopped and they
were now sober. but that the sol-
diers were now drunk most of
the time.

Juvenile delinquency was also a
problem. and nol surprising, con-
sidering Lhal mccording to a school
report only hall the children were
attending school.

A lefter to Shortess from his
feiend A. Van Dusen of Astoria re-
ported liow Lhe news of the 1056

Bu-
John

election of President James
chanan and Vice President
C. Breckinridge was received

“We gol tight as a brick” on "a
few bumpers of old Bourbon™" celp-
brating the election of Bue and
Breck," Van Dusen wrote, adding,
and “we Kepl the old gun howling
till we all got so tight we conldn’t
see lo load it

In the same letter, Van Dusen
reports on the bitter winter of 1857,
when in early January a foot of
snow covered Astoria and the hark
Desdemonn  was wrecked N o w
Year's Day on Middle Soands, a
spot in the Columbia River since
called Desdemona Sands,

Van Dusen said the wvessel en.
lered the river “'without a pilot (as
is necessury these davs il they
came in af alld and had about
thousand dollars worlth of goods on
board."

The Shorless school reports tell
ahout an interdistrict school fight
in Clatsop County over the appor-
tionment of legislative funds, A
school superimendent complained,

an
25

“This is among (he oldest coun-
lies in the lerrvitory and has with-
in its boundaries (he oldesl sel-
tled town (Astoria) and hos not o
school house in it belonging to the
district.” Scliools were renled in
those days. f

In 1858, "““The proportion of chil:
dren in schools this year is one-
hall more than last vear, and less
than one-hall of the whole number
reported” between the ages of 4
and 21 years, the papers showed.

Shortess married a beawliful Nez
Perce girl, had one daughler with
whom he lived in the John Day
section near Astoria when he died
in 1878 at the oge of 8L

COLD AIR SETS FIRE

JAMESTOWN, N.Y. (UPI'—Cold
air was partly to blame for a
fire at a home while it was being
remodeled here. Firemen said a
dismantled sink bad been set atop
a lurnace register. When the tem-
perature dropped one night, the
furnace wenl on aulomatically. The
heal deflected off the sink and sel
fire to the upholstered lurniture

stamding nearby.
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SHOWN HERE ARE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT MEN constructing two concrete
block buildings to house the Wild Horse Rim radio repeater set and a diesel powered
generator at the 9,300 foot level on Steens Mountain. The summit of Steens Mountain is the
highest point in southeastern Oregon. The Alvord Dasert lies 3,000 feet below tha station
near the foot of the sheer east face of the mountain. Three states, | d a h o, Nevada and
California, in addition to most of southeast Oregon can be seen from the point. The
repeater station has tied together, communication-wise, all five of the BLM Oregon
grazing districts within which approximately 20 million acres of land is protected against
fire.

0SC To Be
Major Center

mathematics teachers, $61,500, Dr.| Bud Kennedy is in his 12th sea-
A. R. Poole, professor of mathe-|son as baskethall coach al Florida
maties, director. State.

Teachers picked to attend the

Farmers! Ranchars!

institutes will receive 75 a week

z e stipends, plus tution and fees and Stockmen!
some travel and dependent allow-
For Training |o::urox sl SEE JUCK
rollege teachers will recelve in- for
OREGON STATE COLLEGE —|formation aboul _Iht! institutes,
Orepon State College will be one[scheduled at various key spols Your Truck!

across the country, and will thea!

have an opportunity to apply at
the school of their choice.

Four swmmer  instilutes  also
vrore held last vear al OSC, Teacli-
ers came from nearly every stuate

al the nation's leading centers
agoin this vear for specinl sums
mer  teaining  institutes Tor high
school and college teachers,

Four grants lolaling  $241.900
have been received by the college :
from National Science Foundation|ler the special training,
to conduct the institules thal will
be attended by 200 selected teach-|
ei's from across Lhe country.

The institutes are parl of a vast
nationwide program sponsored by
National Science Foundation Lo
improve science and mathematics
tenching, to incréose the US. sup-
ply of lop-flight scientists and
teachers, and lo stimulate great-
er interest among young people in
wience carecrs,

Institutes scheduled at 0SC -
clide;

An' eightweek biology institute
[oy 50 college professors, under a
7,000 grant, De. Howard H, Hille-
mann, professor of zoology, will
be director,

A six-week summer institute for
507 chemistry professors, $48,000,
Dr., A. V. Logon, professor of
chemistry, director.

An  eight-week Institule lor 50
high school science and  mathe-
malties teachers, $64,000, Dr. Fred
I'ox, assistant professor of science
education, direclor.

An eight-week institule for 50
high school and junior college
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Now...in exciting new
3l fashion rated colors at

TEXOLITE Alkyd Latex

the Paint of the “"Pros”

Amaorica’s best-dressed rooms are woaring
new Fashion Rated Colors—"fresh strokes of
fashion," according to Vogue magazine, All
these lovely colors are avallable in Tmxoum
Alkyd Latox—the professional paint that both
primes and finishes, applies easily with brush,
roller or spray. It dries fast, leaves no “painty™
odor, and il's fully washable. See us about
Tuoure Alkyd Latex today|
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$475.
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MOBIL SERVICE STATION
1201 E. Main
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