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Glen Cunningham
is still winning victories

He overcame a childhood tragedy to become

a great track star; now he's dedicated to imparting that

faith and courage to other American youngsters

By EDWIN V. BURKHOLDER

To Glen, ane way to a troubled
kid's heart is through animals.

Jumpy the Kangoroo is fed his
grain ration by an lowa youth,

WENTY-FIVE yeurs ago the name of Glen Cunningham was

on the sport pages of every newspaper in the country.
He was our greatest track athlete, the first American to
approach the magic four-minute mile.

There was more to his story than running prowess. When
he was eight, Glen's legs were burned so badly in a school
fire that doctors said he would never walk again. But stub-
born courage and unlimited faith enabled Glen to conquer
this infirmity and walk—and then run.

Today Glen is 51, tall and slim and in perfect physical con-
dition. And he is & man with a mission, He has never forgot-
ten the rewards of his fight to walk, and he is telling thou-
sands of children that they, too, can solve their problems if
they have courage and faith.

From September to April, he lectures school children and
church and civie groups on this subject. In the summer,
children from all parts of the country are nonpaying guests?
of Glen and his wife on their 840-acre yanch in the Flint
Hills of Kansas; near the town of Cedar Point,

The children all have one thing in comimon, They need
help. Some are physically handicapped and find inspiration
in Glen’s own struggle. Some are emotionally, disturbed
“problem children” in need of loving guidance. Others are
pale and in poor health, All find something of what they
need at Glen's ranch.

When a youngster arrives, he has the feeling he is enter-
ing the gates of a zoo, Deer, buffalo, African sheep, and wild
animals from throughout the world are in corrals or pas-
tures, Peacocks strut majestically, and kangaroos hop
around to get a look at the visitors.

Why so many animals? “To help any child, you first must
get him interested In something,” Cunningham explains,
“What's better than animals? The affinity between children
and animals is amazing. Boys come here who have never
worked and brag that they never will. Almost at onee they
are intrigued by the unimals and, in a day or two, they are
carrying water and food to them, In o week, they accept
the strict routine of the ranch without protest.”
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Each summer, Glen (wearing
dork glasses above) and his
wife run a nonprofit ranch for
“problem” children of all ages
in need of help. There the kids
find love, understanding, and a
kind of courage that only
someone like Cunningham
can give so well.

The story of Cunningham's ranch begins in 1946. After
a lecture, several women talked to him about a boy who
had been arrested a number of times for theft. His father
was a confirmed criminal who taught the boy thievery. The
women felt that the boy was not really bad but, if sent to
a reform school, would certainly become a criminal himself.

Glen talked to the local judge who suggested that Cun-
ningham take the boy to his ranch for the summer and
put into practice his theories about child correction.

Glen veadily agreed and watched the “juvenile delin-
quent” undergo a complete change of personality and return
to his home town a well-adjusted youth.

This success gave Glen and his wife the idea of turn-
ing their ranch into a summer camp for children. The ram-
bling 14-room house was remodeled into a dormitory. Within
u short time, though, the big house couldn't take care of
#ll the children. Barns were made into barracks, and camp
sites were set up.

AsT SUMMER, 600 children were on Glen’s ranch. Many

came for visits of several days to a week. There were

groups from hospitals, schools, Boy Scout troops, and church
organizations.

Youngsters who spend the entire summer usually are
sent by courts, correctional institutions, or orphanages, And
a5 Glen travels the country for lectures, he offers any child
in need of help a chance to spend the summer on the ranch,

No child is charged for his stay, although it costs Glen
around $1,500 a month to operate the project. There is no
income from the ranch, either. The animals eat all the grain
and feed. Glen covers the cost with income [rom his lec-
tures but, with seven children of his own, finds the going
rough sometimes.

But Glen and his wife don't look on their work as noble
' unusual. They have a philosophy that everyone should
do what pleases him most. “Nothing we could do would give
us more satisfaction than working with and helping chil-
dren,” Glen says. *I suppose that's the reason we do it"
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Just about everything nature has to offer: St. Moritz—enchanted village
on a sapphire lake surrounded by snow-studded mountains where the a
international set make silver ski tracks; Zurich—ancient (Charlemagne
built the cathedral), modern (the provocative new art and architecture
will amaze you); Grindelwald—horseback riding in scenic magnificence,
ski runs and mountain climbing; Gstaad—fashionable winter pleasures
at the spectacular juncture of five rolling valleys; Villars—where you
ride up on the funicular to gasp at the beauty of it all; and the Swiss
Transport System that takes you to all these Swiss glories so easily.

Yourtravel agentknows Switzerland. [ I
See him for free information, maps,
folders, or write: Dept. T, Swiss Na-
tional Tourist Office, 10 West 49th
Street, New York 20, N. Y. or 661
Market Street, San Francisco 5, Cal.
S .t I d

and you haven't seen Switzerland if you haven’t seenit all
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with nncxing , hemdnche or mus-
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strnin or emotional upset, are sdding to
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bindder irritations, 2—A fast pain-reliev-
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o PSORIASIS?

SURE YOU CAN WEAR
SHORT SLEEVES! P

Don’c let psoriasis keep you
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Gabriel Heatter says,

“DON’T BE DEAF!

Mail this FREE GIFT Coupon today!"

Dear Friend:
If you act prompily,you'll receive an exciting FREE book
that proves how 1o hear clearly again with both sars,
so you can tell who is talking; where sounds come from.
Simple words and pictures describe amazing Beltone
advances created for lolks who are hard of hearing but
won't wear a hearing ald for fear of being conspicuous,
For your 2nd chance at happiness in family, social,
business life, write for valuable book sent in plain
wrapper. Just fill In name and address below and mail
this entire coupon to: Depl. 4-045, Beltone Hearing
Laboratory, 2000 W. 36th St., Chicago 32, Ill,
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