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The oxides of & group of
little-known metals are called
“rare earths,” a name given
them in the early days of
chemistry because they resem-
bled the substances then called
“garihs.” Probably because of
their rarity, not many uses
have been found for them.
Cerium is the only one of the
Jarge number of “rare earth”
metals that has any commer=
tial Jmportance,
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