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Study Slated
OREGON STATE COLLEGE

Satisfactory operation since 1958

of an oxidation lagoon for disposal
of sewage and industrial waste has
brought a new three-yea- r grant
to Oregon State College for addi-
tional studies on how the low-co-

lagoons might be used best in the
future by communities and small
industries of Western Oregon.

The lagoons are widely used in
the Midwest and Southwest but
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their use in high rainfall regions
has been limited by lack of knowl-
edge. The 0SC experiment, start
ed in 1958 with the cooperation of
the city of Corvallis and the state
sanitary authority, was the first
to be tried in this type climate.

The new grant to the OSC en
gineering experiment station is for
$27,000 from the National ' Insti-
tutes of Health. It will be used for
studies of lagoon design, loading
capacity, and other operational
problems and possibilities.ABC

ABC Fred J. Burgess, associate pro
fessor of civil engineering, is pro
ject leader. Working with him is
Martin Northcraft of the civil en
gineering staff together with grad
uate and undergraduate students.

Inexpensive to build and oper
ate, the lagoons have found favor
with small communities and indus-
tries which are unable to afford
sewage treatment plants. Other
larger communities are using them
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to expand existing facilities. Bur-
gess noted. Reductions in sewage
disposal costs of from $10 to $20 per
capita nave been reported.

The experimental lagoon is I.J
acres in size with varying depths
to three feet. It Is constructed ad-

jacent to the Corvallis sewage
treatment plant. Various loading
rates that would meet the needs
of communities or small industries
have been tried and found feas
ible ia the preliminary research. .


