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Christmas Tree Growing Is Exact Science On Operation At Salem

SALEM—When a beller Christ
mas lree comes along, it is likely
that it may come from Drew
Michaels’ Tree Farm in West Sa-
lom,

Just gaze across the rolling
green fields of trees—neatly divid-
ed by fire breaks—on Michaels'
Kingwood Christmas Tree Farm
and you will suddenly realize how
many different kinds, shodes and
siyles of Christmas trees there are,

*There are noble firs, Oregon
and Colorado concolors, grand firs,
Austrian pines and eastside and
weslside Douglas firs in here," ex-
plains Michaels, "“We're working
with differenl species and differ-
enl growing lechniques to develop

duce slower, more bushy growth,

“Scarring works belter on true
firs than on Douglas fir — which
grows in spite of almost anything
vou can de to it,"” Michaels ob-
served. "When we scar a grand
fir, we also leed it n good nitro.
gen fertilizer to produce thicker fo-
liage."

Michnels is using a special fer-
tilizer al the end of the growing
season (o help his trees “harden
off,” a lerm which describes (he
wintertime thickening of cell sap
thal makes the Lree (rost resistant
and prevents needles from drop-
ping after it has been harvesled,

“I've noticed that after 've used
these fertilizers the branches are

the best possible Rinds of Christ-lfirmer and have betler color,” he

mas tree stock.”

In several fields, a rich cover of
sublerranean  clover corpels the
ground underfool, Michaels believes
the clover's nitrogen-fixing nodules
give his trees luxuriont foliage and
at the same time hold back spindly
top growth by eompeting with the
tree for ‘soil maisture. The ground
cover forms a clean, mudless cor-

pet on which customers cean walk,|J

is resistanl to ground fires and
gives the plantations a restiul park-
like atmosphere, In another field
nearby he is trving alta fescue as
a cover crop,

Michaels also uses the scarring
technique — slashing bark from a
spol on the tree's stem—lo pro-

pointed out,

Tom Cochran, district forester
for the Industrinl Foresiry Associ-
ation, which spansors the Tree
Farm progeam in western Oregon
and Washington, said Michaels has
one of the keenest and most in-

quiring minds in the Christmas
tree business,
“Drow always planning one

il of himsell and two
jumps ahead of everybody else,”
said Cochran.

Drew Michaels and his wife, Dars
lene, sturted their Christmos Tree
Farm on a five-nere Lract in 1948,
later added another five - acre
hilllop plece on Eola Drive where
they live in a neal conlemporary-

California Wine Seen In
Rising Demand By Expert

SAN FRANCISCO (UPI} — The
demand for California wine will
rise steadily in 1960, the president
of the Wine Institute predicted Lo-
day.

“Based on preliminary figures,
shipments for the first 10 months
of 1050 — the 25th vintage since
repeal — amounted lo 102,372,271
gallons," said Don W, McColly in
& year-end slatement.

McColly also based his 1960 pre-
diction om the knowledge thal the
1950 vintage had achieved a qual-
ity even higher than usual.

Shipments from January to No-
vember totaled more than a half-
billion hottles,

“The 10-months total was near-
ly a million gallons higher than
at the same point in 1957, the
record sales year to date,” spid
McColly,

“Final figures are not yel avail
able but we expect our 1959 vin-
tage lo total within a few percen-
tage points of last year's 146 mil-
lion gallons — sufficienl to meet
both the demands of an expanding
market and replenish inventories
of aging wines."

In 1957 wine shipments tolaled
124,307,000 gallons, almost five
times the California industry’s
sules in 1084 when the institute
was established here as a trade
associntion for what is now a
mora than 800 million dollar agri-
eultural industry.

McColly  pointed
stitute’s  decision to study the
medicinnl  benefits of wine as
nmong the year's most important
achievements.

He said newly confirmed uses
of wine lie in treatment of nutri-
tional deficiencies, lor speeding
recovery of palients from wasting
ilinesees, wand serious surgical
procedures. It is also believed to
be an aid in preventing alcoholie
excasses or alcoholism, he added.

An exceptionally high incrense
In the sale of sparkling wines was
noled during 1950,  Sales were
more tham a million gallons, &0
per cent over the 195458 average,

MeColly said an even larger
number of Americans might have
enjoyed sparkling wines excepl
for the “‘extremely high $3.40 per
gallon federal excise lax, which
actually is a lax on bubbles and
s 20 times the value of grapes

to the In-

lo the grower."

Table wines gained more than
13 per cent during the 10-month
period, totaling more than 25 mil-
liom gallons, The report said des-
sert wines tolaled 76 million gal-
lons to remain al an even level,

Four-fifth of all wines produced
and consumed in America come
from California, the Wine Institute
reported. During 1058 the U. S,
consumers bought a tolal of 154,-
500,000 gallons of American and
foreign wines. Adult per capita
consumption was 145 gallons,

Sheep Scabies
Scare Tapers

Sheep scobies has been  ding-
nosed at Longmont, Colorado, ac-
cording to notification to the Ore-
gon Department of Agriculture.

While the outbresk is minor
and all exposed animals, catlle
included, have been treated, the
manner in which it came to Colo-
rado should serve as a warning
to Oregon livestock men, Ore-
don officinls assert,

The discase was introduced in
Calorado by the illegal movement
of seven ewes from Pennsylvania,
where sheep scabies is a problem
in several areas. The Pennsylvan-
in animals were moved from a
scabies mrea without a permit and
without prior dipping and treat-
ment.

Issuance of a permit by the
stale of destination ennbles wvet-
erinarians lo check acd supervise
treatment of exposed animals upon
arrival. As result of disregard of
this health precaution, all Colo-
rado sheep now moving into other
states will have to be dipped and
be moved under a permit,

Oregon sheep raisers, savs Dr,
M. R. Woulfe of the department
veterinary stall, are familiar with
the extent of scnbies in the east
and Midwest. Compliance with im-
partant requirements, he added,
will keep Oregon clear ol Lhis
menace,

Animal with the largest eves s
the great H'e whale, which has
an eyeball about five inches in
diameter,

slyle house, On a clear day, they
con see five snow-clad mountain
pesks from theiv window. Darlene
Michaels 15 an energetic and valu-
able partner in the hilltep enter-
prise,

“I've done everyihing but drive
the tor,”" she sald with an en-
thusiastic smile.

Michnels sayvs he first beeame ine
terested in Christmas tree farm.
ing back in the depression years
when he was doing words work
for the Polk County Fire Patrol.

“There was a noble [ir growing
along one of the tealls 1 used [re-
quently that was one of the maost
beauliful trees 1 had ever seen,”
he explained. I brought a few
nobles out at Christmastime for
friends, and they were wild about
them, I decided (hen that there
might be a market for superior
Lrees."

Michaels buys his trees as two-
vear-old seedlings and sels them
out for two vears in a transplant
bod Belore moving them to their
permanent  growlng site,

“In' this way, most of the mor-
tality we have among the seedlings
takes place In the transplant beds
instead of out in the field where
more ground and labor are al
stake,” he explained. “In addition,
the trees are root-pruned o second

DISCUSSING CHRISTMAS TREE MANAGEMENT with for-
Glascock, left, is Drew Michaels, Salem tree

ester Hard

time in the transplant bed and this.
plus the acl of (ransplanting, slows
down growth enough 1o give a bush
ler tree.'

He cultivates the (rees during
their first two years in the feld,
then seeds a cover erop amd keeps
it mowed, Under this careful man.
agement, he has lost only three per
cent of his current crop of noble
and grand firs.

After the trees have stood in the
field Tor two er three yearvs, Mi-
chael§ prunes thein to give them
proper shoape and slow thele up-
ward growth still further,

Michaels is eurrently experiment-
ing with a lguid ammoninm sul-
phate spray to produce grecner
thap-ordinary needles on his Lrees
just before harvesting  them. The

trees appear to be responding
nicely to this treatment, he no-
feed.

People have different tastes in
their Christmas Lrees, Michaels ob-
sarves, Some prefer the dark gron-
dour of the noble fir with its up-
right needles, for example, while
others are attracted to the long-
necdled, bluish folinge of the con.
color—a white fir which is also
prized a3 a timber species, And
there are those, he

foliage and pungent fTorest odor,

farmer. In the background is a part of Michaels' tree planta-

tions.
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A YOUNG TREE that has been trimmed and shaped is ex-
amined on the Kingwood Christmas Tree Farm near Salem
by tree farmer Drow Michaels, left, and forester Hardy

Glascock, Michaels scarred stem of this tree to

slower, more bushy growth,

roduce

— AFPI Photo

savs, who ]lki-'l
the grand fir for ils Mal, shiny

“1f somebody could only caplure
hat odor and put it in a bottle, it

would be wonderful to spread
around the house at Christmas-
time," he loughed.

Michaels who has been a sales-
man for Senrs and Rocbuck in
Salem for the past 20 years, would
like to give his time exclusively
o tree farming someday. His meth-
ods have won such regard from
uther growers that his opecation
wis featured in the December is-
sue of Sunset magazine,

"He sure grows what T eall a
‘premeditated” type of trée,” Glos-
cock fverred,
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An actual quote from a letter
received from Polund. Only
one of many letters that prove
RADIO FREE EUROPE is
helping the Free World win
the battle for men's minds,
Winning the battle by fighting
Communist lies with the truth,
This is your battle, too! Free-
dom everywhere will be en-
dangered if the Reds win the
Cold War. But you have n
great weapon—RADIO FREE
EUROPE telling the trutht
Since it s a private organiza-
tian it relies on your support.
Your dollars are needed to
keep truth alive for 76 million
people in captive nations be-
hind the Tron Curtain, So give
the gift of free men and women
« «« give the truth. Send your
Truth Dollars for

RADIO FREE

EUROPE to:

CRUSADE
FOR
FREEDOM

¢/o Local Postmasier

Pubitishad 81 8 public service
In coaperation with The Advertising
Council and the Newspaper
Advartising Exscutives Associntion.




