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e A rAUL fWNTAN 5IZED CORNFIELD, this thicket of small
stagnated pine trees on the 2,500 acre tree farm of John Collins. Mitchell,was thinned by bulldozing evenly spaced lanes through the overcrowded

stand. The unusual thinning operation has produced a new spurt of growthin such once-dens- e thickets. Collins harvests mature timber in the back-groun- d
on a selective basis. AFPI Phntn

mmmmmwmThinning Pays
Off For Ranch
In Ochoco Area

M1TCI1FXL (Special) . tree .will have been done. And mpnn.
limner near Mitchell is expert
menting Willi an idea for thining
dense pine thickets that may revol

while, those pines are getting a lit-

tle more 'breathing room.' "
How to thin his trees economi-

cally is a big question for Collins,
a randier-tre- farmer who has

utionize pine management.
John Collins has several hundred

acres of scrawny, stagnated pine
trees so dense that their growth
has practically stopped. To gel the
most thinning the quickest way at
the lowest cost, he has gone to

some 2,500 acres of trees on his
spread. While thinning

with a power saw would cost some
S35 an acre or more, Collins es-
timates that his effective bulldozer DOG HAIR" ii ine roresrer s term tor ove rmwJ.J k:.L.i. i i.. i ..
tecnnique costs only about S4 or staanated from l,rl, f u -- l . . , . r """ ' "ees wnose growtn nas
so.

iney say the Indians used to au locaieo. Collins is Ininninq experimentally on such plotsburn this pine country regularly by cutting lanesthrough the trees with a bulldozer.io unve game aim to open up AFPI Photo
game pastures," he said. "It was

work on his woods with a bull-

dozer.
The results are proving to be

nothing short of phenomenal.
Some of the trees in Collins'

suppressed stands are 45 to 50
' years old, though his fingers touch

when he cups his hand around
their skinny trunks. The thickets

so dense they look like "dog
hair" need thinning out like a
carrot patch in order, to get growth

crude game management and erud
er lorcstery, but fire had Ihe ef
eel of thining out the trees. Those

that survived had amule vrnwinn
room

All that changed with the coiniru'
oi tne winte man, Collins point;
out. Forest fires are being held to

ing again.
Clearing for a fence

line five years ago, he ran his
bulldozer through one thicket. The

a minimum, but markets havcn'l
yet reached the point where nianv

frees he toppled over made more landowners can nlford to thin Iheii
room for those that remained, and young reproduction economically

uy standard methods.they soon showed a spurt ir

growth.
"Within the next couple of years.

II we re not going to manage
the forests the way nature and the
Indians did, we're going to have tothe response in growth really

howed up on trees close to the find a way of thinning trees me
c'ir.nicnily," he declared.

Collins figures his bulldozer trails
provide several advantages,

edge of the swath," he said.
Today, some of these "released"

trets are growing 400 to 500 per
tent faster than before.

Broadening his experiment a lit-

tle each year, Collins has now cut

parallel lanes through some loo

"The trees are not only getting .
more light and moisture, but those
alongside the swath I cut get pret
ly well pruned," he observed. "The

acres or so of "dog hair." From
the air the regular rows of trees

trails create a firebreak effect
and they'll make excellent skid
trails when this timber matures
ano is ready for harvesting.

"The down trees also help to
noted the grass that is getting
i start in Ihe cleared strips. Therel

look like a Paul Bunyan-siz- e corn-

field. ,
"I'm Inking out, about 75 per

rent of the trees in these thick
Iiitches," ho explained. "I'll slil!
have to come back and thin om
Ihe poorest ones of those that re
ouio, but the big part of the joi

nun l used to be much grass In timber and cattle." Iricia and Barbara, have lived on
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by Gail Thomas, district- forester
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