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Speed ed, Drink
Blamed For
Most Wrecks

CHICAGO (UPD — As you hit
the highway today — or any day,
for that maiter — think of this:

Studies of the causes of deaths
in oote accidents show the two
biggest killers, in order, are speed-
ing and drinking, They Kill more
people on the highway than all
other causes combined!

The great majority of falal aute
aceidents involve traffic law vio-
lations and — lragically — seven
out of ten persons killed are in-
npeent viellms of someone else's
driving mistakes,

Two of the mosl recent major
notional studies of Lhe causes ol
tralfic accidents were made by
the National Safety Council and the
Central  Automobile Safety  Come
mittee of the Kemper Insurance
Company, These separate studies
analvzed accidents that occurred
on fve different holiday week-
entds, They used different classi-
fications in- lsting causes of the
fatal aceidents, but reached the
sime conclusions,

The mounting  death  toll on
highwavs and city streets could
be eut, both organizations agreed,
il uniform and realistic traffic
laws, backed by suilable penal-
ties, were applied  without  dis-
erimination.

“Rigid, continuing and relent-
less enforcement of fair traffie
laws is @ major essential to cul-
ting the toll,” a Safety Council
spokesman  said. ’

“Every motorist and pedestrian
must know  traffic laws, accepl
strict and  Impartial enforcement
of realistic lows and insist on se.
vere penalties for all who violale
the faw,"” the Kemper committee

Wil Travel

said

“1 wish the study could prove
that traffic !aw wviolators killed
anly themselves," added Hatha-
way G. Kemper, chairman of the
companies in the Kemper group.

But he pointed out the reverse
is true. He quoted Kemper's anal-
viis of the three.day Memorinl
Day weckend in 1958, the most re-
cenl such study, based on aeci-
dent reports by police departinents
and highway patrols in every slale
except Pennsylvania,

Of the 316 accidents, 265 in-
volved tralfic law violations and
brought death to 330 persons; 42
resulled from such driver errors
as falling asleep ol the wheel or
losing control of the car, and 19
frorm unknown caunses,

Sixtyeight of the 265 drivers
who broke the law killed only
themselves, and 67 perished in ne-
cidents which claimed a lotal of
171 innocent victims,

Police reporis showed 120 per-
sons on thal weekend lost theie
lives becanse of speeding and 71
were killed by drinking drivers,

Failure to yield the right of way
accounted for 31 deaths, crossing
the center line 26, disregarding
signs 16, improper passing 13, im-
proper turping 9, reckless driving
6, improper parking 8 and follow-
ing too close for 2.

An  additfonal 24
guilty of such law violotions as
vrossing the street in mid-block
were killed,

Drivers who fell asleep at the
wheel accounted for 15 of the 42
deaths attributed to “‘driver er-
ror.'" Eleven occurred when the
driver lost controt of his car, 10
were due to improper judgment,
5 to inattention, and only 1 to de-
feclive equipment, according  to
the study.
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