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The unions counter
working riles are essential to in:
sure sate and ellicient lu.tu.ul
transportation. They elalm  that
ratlroad  workers have a higher
vecard of increased
than any ather class of workers,

The mabagement propos
reach upion officials Monday or
Tuesday. Indugiry spokesmen egtis
mate that il neither side yields or
compromises in later negotiations,

a legal nationwide «m!\e eould bel
canlcrl by around next April 1. Dis-
pute-handling  provisions ol  the
Railway Labor Act would prevent
a legal walkout over the Issue be-
fore that date.

If a nationwide sirike is (aﬂorl
more than 800,000 railroad work-
ers wollld be made idle

that |hc

& will

Wage negotiations are dead-
locked with three key unions. A
walkout ‘over this  issue con-

ceivably could come as early as
next January il all settlement and
delaying elforts fail

The unions have demanded a 12
per cent pay boost and the car-
riers couniered with a proposal|
they take a l5-cent hourly pay cul.

A three-year maritorium expires
Monday on the working rules al-
fecting 210000 cmployes en.a;.rd
in the actual operation of the|
trains.

Managemenl planped its [rontal
altack on the wark agreemenls
sevoral months ago. Handley)
Weight,
soctation of American Rallroads,
said the action was prompled by
“dire economic necessity
are dead serjous.”

The railroads have run large
ads in  newspapers across the
country headed. “Railroad Feath-
erbedding, $300,000.000 Loss Every
Year—and 1's Your Loss Too.™

This management campaign has
drawn the ire of union leaders,
The Railway Labor Executives
Assn, has planned a maszive labor
rally in Chicagoe Nav., 3 hilled as
“rail labor's counterallack upon
the industry's propaganda cam-
palgn.”

“Evidence of strong employe re-
rentment al management’s tactics
in recent months, which has heen
ghown at recent rallies of rallroad
workers throughout the country,
has hroiight concern that the con:
finuous vicious charges by man:
agemenl may creale a situation
where a sirike becomes Inevila.
ble." the RLEA =aid,

The featherbedding charge is di-
rected against the five unions
whose members operate the traing
—the Brotherhood of Lotomotive
Engineers. (the Order of Railway
Conductor=  and Brakemen, the
Rrntherhood of Locomotive Fire-
men and Enginemen.

Management's proposal for a 15
cont-an hour pay cul was suggest-

ed to these unions and to 16 unions

representing aboul 600,000 non-
operating workers such as clerks, |
machinists and telegraphers.

Management says the average
siruight-time hourly earnings ofin
rallrosd workers in June were §2.-
70, compared with $2.16 for work-
ers in general manuiacturing.

11 the work rules and wage dis-
putes feach the National irailway}
Mediation Board, the law requires
that another #0 days clapse after
thes exhaust their elforis before a
strike can be called
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Magnesium Car
Still Ablaze

SPORANE. Wash. (AP) — Fire

brilliant white and up to 3,006 Bf'umorr

grees hot, sill was coming from
\lie shell of a froight ear in a rail
vard on the city's northeast side
early today

The car, loaded with eight tons
of magnesium, caught fire in' the
Great  Narthern  Hillyard

Thursday and biast alter blast 1ok |0t “aay of Junuary.

lowed. Firemen said the magnesi
um, & light, tough  metal that
burns hot. may glow and sputler
for another day or so
They sajd the biaze apparently
glarted from a welder's torch
GN efficialy =aid there were no

njuries
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