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Sugar Beet

feeding Okay
Sugar beets can provide useful

feed for livestock. So reports
Tulelake Farm Adviser Ken Bag
holt of the University of Califor
nia. He points out that some 3,000
acres of sugar beets have been

planted in excess of allotment:
this year. These excess beets if

they are not eventually covered by
reallocation of acreage from other
areas cannot be marketed for su-

gar extraction.
The value of sugar beets, on a

fresh weight basis, is estimated to
be: If the price of alfalfa hay is
$25 per ton, the sugar beet tops
have a value ol $4.13 per ton and
the roots $6.16 per ton. One way
of feeding sugar beets to livestock
is by strip grazing. An area of
the field is fenced off, and the
cattle are allowed to pasture down
the crop. Then the roots are lifted.
and the cattle feed on them. Or
a strip of beets is plowed out and
cattle feed on the willed tops and
the roots.

The tops can be siloed, baled, or
stacked dry. The roots also can be
stored and fed hater. They should
be harvested late in the fall. Then
they can be stored in low racks
covered with hay or straw. Tern
peratures in 'the covered rack
should be no higher than S5 de
grees. While the tops can be made
into satisfactory silage, the roots
may present more difficult prob-
lems because of their higher mois-

ture content.
More information on feeding su

gar beets to livestock can be ob-

tained from the farm advisers of-

fice, Tulelake.
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