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Distillery's Trouble Shooters Seek
Leaky Bourbon Barrels In Plants

By JOHN G. DIETRICH

OWENSBORO, Ky, (UPD) — A
bandiul of wooden plugs and a sen-
sitive pose are the tools used by
155 men whose job &5 Lo prevent
their employers and the United
States  government  from  losing
mitlions of dollars a year in rev-
eue,

These “sniffers” hunl for leaks
in barrels of aging bourbon whisky
stored in bonded warehouses. Each
gullon is worth $10.50 in revenue
to the US, Treasury when it is
withdrawn [com the warchouse,

Most of the world's supply of
bourbon whisky is still make in
Kentucky—none, however, in Bour-
bopn Counly where It was lirst dis-
lilled and from which it derived
its name,

Common sight in the Blue Grass
stute is the open-rick whisky ware-
hause, built of wood and sheathed
in galvanized fron. It is open lo
the rigors of winler and the heat
of summer, a weathering process
that helps give bourbon whisky its
distinctive lasle.

These dark warchouses, guarded
by Treasury asgents, are laden
Wwith white cak barrels, piled thiee
high, five deéep and ranged on
racks seporated by one-foot run.
wiays

In order to squeere along these
calwalks, a leak hunter must keep
his waistling teim. He carries the
tools of his trade—a minet’s hat
with ils lamp, a hammer, a punch
and pockels [ull of small cedar
pegs and wedges,

One such “snilfer.,” is Roberl
Shiver, 61, the employe of an
Owensbora distillery  (Glenmore).

He is tall, thin and sharp-nosed
with a knack for snilling out leaks
that is legendary at she distillery,
A former coal miner and river-
boat hand, Shiver s the veleran
among the distillery’s six leak
hunters, Their domain consists of
the dark runways and corridors of
20 live-story warchouses conlaining
more than 18 million gallons of ag-
ing whisky in 368,000 barrels.
Uncle Same considers excessive
leakage an unnecessary loss of

+|im

revenue, s0 Shiver and his maoles

55-gal
ook barrels

systemuatically inapect the
lon American white
During the summer months, Shi

ver is particulacly busv, since the
heat builds up pressure in barrvels
amnd an imperfection can result in

Agricultural Career Good

High
to school this fall might well give

sthool students returning

thought to. preparing {or college
career in agriculture. So  points
out Tulelake Farm Adviser Ken
Baghott of the University of Cali-
‘(fornia Diyision of Agricultural Sei-

onees,
He says “Adriculture is a big
lndustry ond it offers almost un-

anything from a slow drip W affiuiced job opportunities to the col

bursting barrel

The leak hunters have

They move slowly through rows,

sniffing for the tell-tale odor of es

caping whisky — which they are
able to detect immediately, even
through the general odor of whisky

its wvarious slages
the whole warchouse,

permeiate

To Shiver, the smell of leaking|™¥.
whiskey is like the sound of a snap- |

ping twig underfool in the still o
a deep fovest. He tracks his quar

ry by sniffing along the runwayvs

odor |
he know

to th¥ point whera the
stropgest; from there,

he must go to the barrels resting|the spot. he mark:
an the floors directly abave, sidce

the fresh, heavy bourbon yvapor
travel downward,

mde
bursting barrels a ravity, however

| lege gradupte.”

Recent surveyvs Indicute that 15,
o pew ngriculivral college gead.
untes are necded every year in this
'\'ullﬂll",\'. but that only 7.000 are
avnilable. He nlso points out that
toa many students consider agricul
ture as solely for those who raise
:|hivestock or grow As im-
portant as these are Lo our econs
agriculture  includey  much

crops

more,

f
+|  Usually Shiver can spot the leak
ond quickly repair it with his ce-
s|dar pegs ond wedges. When a se-
s|rious leak cannot be repaired on
it as “a crip-

ple” and, it is removed, under
| government  supervision, [rom
bonded storage (or major repairs.

Farm Adviser Baghott, who also
serves as the college entrance -
for the University of Call
fornia, stoles thal many allied basi-
now  serve
These include eng e who design
tractors and  other farm  equip-
ment, chemigts whe develop new
spravs, food technologists who find
new wavs of fetnining the fresh
gualities of our foods, food buyers,
and suppliers, and many others

Viser

nesses agriciliure

Home economics gradustes alse
have many opportunities for a vie-
riely ol posttions

“High school students may well
begin  planning  early with their
counsellors so that they will meot
the entrance requirements of the
University when they apply for
odmission,"” states Baghott, More
information on careers in agricul-
ture and home economics can bha
obtained from the University Farm
and Home Advisers” Office, Tule-
ake,

TARGET PRACTICE

BALTIMORE (UPD=Hugh Jen-
pings of the Baltimore Opioles wus
hit by pitched balls 48 times dur-

ing the 1806 scoason,

% Quality % Engineering and % Service
make the 1959 Model Tractor - Mounted
Harvester the buy of the Potato
Harvester Field for Both Large and

Small Growers!

Optional - A deluxe
double belt-vine re-

maover.

Hervester Brackets
for either IHC, J.D.
or A-C Troctors are
furnished with Hor-
vester. Other makes
may be Furnished ot
extra cost.

Operator easily
adjusts hydroulic-
ally the nose and
boem seltings
from tracter seat.

Optional -
Soft rubber
reller * type
Cross comveyor,

The Standard ma-
chkine has @ single
rubber deviner
roller which works
well when pota-
toes are loose
from the vine,

Any ?x pe Digger

Blade Available on

Direct Models. Nose

Wings & Sand Tra

Std. on Pickup B
- els.

'S59 Model features-dong-
er rear cross conveyor for
better. mechanical 'stone
& clod separation and
more standing room for
workers, | 2

Rugged Caster Wheels on
rear of Hervester odjust
rough ground. 5"
Wheels are Timken Brg.
equipped. Tires ond tubes
furnished with machine.

Available in either 26"
or 30" Wide Pickup
Chain Models for di-
rect or indirect har-
vesting.

2-5RTM

Blower type de-

viner unit now
can be inmllgl.

Mow!!! Adjust harvester
chain speeds with the
Voriable Speed Contrel
:- fit you ;. u‘il :on?ihm’ A
t's standard equipment
on the 59 Model.

LOCKWOOD
GRADERS

Tulelake, Calif.

CHECK THESE HIDDEN VALUES IN
Every Lockwood POTATO HARVESTER

* Standard Lockwood Parts are used throughout the ma-
chines. These parts are available at every Lockwood Plant
and authorized Dealer. “'Service is money in your pocket.”

* Shielded drives and liberal use of slip clutches mean
safer, more trouble free service. These and other sthall, but
important features such as split digger chain sprockets add
up to more value for your dollar when you buy “LOCK-

WOOD". Ph. 7-2471




