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Distillery’s Trouble Shooters Seek
Leaky Bourbon Barrels In Plants

By JOHUN G. DIETRICH

OWENSBORO, Ky. (UPl) — A
handiul of wooden plugs and a sen-
sitive nose are the tools used by
155 men whose job is lo prevent
their employers and the United
States  government  from  losing
millions of dellars a year in rev-
enue

These “sniffers” hunt for leaks
in barrels of aging bourban whisky
stored in bonded warehouses, Each
gallon is worth $10.50 in revenue
to- the U.S. Treasury when it is
withdrawn from the warchouse,

Most ol the world's supply of
bourbon whisky is still make in
Kenlueky —none, however, in Bour-
bon County where it was lirst dis-
Llilled and from which it derived
its name.

Common sight in the Biue Grass
state is the open-rick whisky ware-
house, built of wood and sheathed
in galvamized fron. It is open to
the rigors of winter and the heat
of summer, a weathering process
that helps give bourbon whisky its
distinetive laste,

These dark warehouses, guarded
by Treasury agents, are laden
with white ouk barrels, piled three
high, five deep and ranged on
racks separated by one-fool run-
wavs,

In order to squecze along these
catwalks, a leak hunter must keep
his waistling m. He carries the
tools of his trade—a miner's hat
with its laimp, a hammer, a punch
and pockets [ull of small cedar
pegs and wedges,

One such “soiffer,"” is Robert
Shiver, 61, the emplove of an
Owensboro  distillery  (Glenmore!
He i tall, thin and sharp-nosed,
with a knack for snifling out leaks
that is legendary at she distillery

A former coal miner and river-
boat hand, Shiver s the veleran
among the distillery's six lesk
hunters. Their domain consists of
the dark runwavs and corridors of
20 five-story warchouses conlaining
maore than 18 million zallons of ag-
ing whisky in 368,000 barrels

Uncle Sam: considers excessive
leakage an  unnecessary loss of

|
and his mates
inspect the 55-gul
American white ook barrels

revenus, so Shiver
systematically
lan

During the summer months, Shi-
ver is particularly busy, since the
heat huilds up pressure in barrels
and an imperfection can result in
anything from a slow drip to a
bursting barrel.

The leak hunters have made
hursting barrels a rarily, howeyer

They move slowly through rows

sniffing for the tell-tale odor of es-|

caping whisky — which they are
able 1o detect immediately, even
through the general odor of whisky
in its wvarious stages permeates

school students

High
to school this fall nught well give

returning

ta for college
career in agriculture. So points
out Tuleluke Farm Adviser Ken
Baghott of the University of Cali
fornin Diyision of Agricultural Sei-

enees

thought prepaning

He says, “Auricullure is a hig
industry and 1t offers almost un
Timited job opportunities to the col-
lege gradoote.””

Recent suvevs indicole that 15,
oK) pew ogricullural college grod
uates pre needed every year in this
country, but that only 7.000 are
available. He also points out that
too many students consider agricul
ture as solely for those who roise
livestock or grow crops. As im-

the whole warehouse,
Ta Shiver.

a deep Frest.
ry by sniffing along the ruuw.l_v.~
to thé paoint where the odor
strongest: from there, he klmu~
hie must go to the barrels resting
on the floors directly above, sifce
the fresh, heavy bourbon vapors
travel downward,

the smell of leaking|™Y.
whiskey is like the sound of a snap: | mere.
ping twig underfoot in the still of)

He traocks his quar:|

portant as these are 1o our econo

agriculture  ncludes  much

Usually Shiver can spol the leak
_m-! unnkl\' repair it with his ce-
| and wedges, Wh
| Tlous Iv.}h cannot be repaired on
|rln' spot, he marks it as “a crip-
ple,” and, it removed, under
governmient  supervision, from
bonded storage for major repairs,
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Agricultural Career Good

Farm Advizer Baghott, who also
iserves as the college entrance -
viser for the Umversity of Caly
fornia, states that moany athied busi-

nesses Now serve  agricaliure
Vhese include engineers who design
tractors  and  other farm  equip-
mept, chemists whp develop new
sprays, food technologists wie
the Tresh

fooll buvers,

finad
new wavs of rfetaining
gualitios of our foods
and suppliees, and many olthers

wlsor
a v

Home ¢conomies graduates
have many opportunitivs for
riety of positions

“High school students may well
begin planping  early with  their
counsellors o that they will meet
the entrance reguirements of the
University when they apply for
odmission.” states Baghott, More
information on careers in agricul-
and home economies con ba
obtained from the University Farm
ond Home Advisers' Office, Tule-
lake

tare

TARGET PRACTICE

BALTIMORE (UPIt—Hugh Jea-
nings of the Baltimore Orioles was
it by pitched balls 49 times dur-
It LG senson,

Harvester

either IHC, J.D.
or A-C Troctors are
furnished with Har-
vester. Other makes
may be furnished ot
extra cost.

Brackets

Operator  easily
adjusts hydraulic-
ally the nose and
boom settings
from tracter seat.

% Quality % Engineering and % Service

make the 1959 Model Tractor - Mounied
Harvester the buy of the Potato
Harvester Field for Both Large and
Small Growers!

double belt-vine

maver.

Optional - A deluxe

re-

Optional -
Soft rubber
raller - type
cross comveyor.

Blade Available
Direct Models,

Sed. on Pickup M
els.

Any Type Digger

Nose
Wings & Sand Tra

ar
vesting,

Available in either 26"
or 30" Wide Pickup

Chain Models for di-
rect indirect har-

WOOD".

and

The Standard ma-
chine. has a single
rubber deviner
roller which works
well when pota-
toas are loase
from the vine,

better.
&

i

‘S9 Maodel features-long-
er rear cross conveyor for

clod
more stan
orkers. |

mechanical 'stone
aration and
ing room for

for

viner

Blower type de-
unit now
can be installed.

ui . Tires
flumllled with

Rugaed Caster Wheels on
rear of Harvester adjust
rough ground.

Whnh are Timken. Brg

[

and lubu
machine.

CHECK THESE HIDDEN VALUES IN
Every Lockwood POTATO HARVESTER

* Standard Lockwood Parts are used throughout the ma-
chines, These parts are available at every Lockwood Plant
and authorized Dealer. "'Service is money in your pocket.”

* Shielded drives and liberal use of slip clutches mean
safer, more trouble free service. These and other sthall, but
important features such as split digger chain s.prockets add
up to more value for your dollar when you buy “LOCK-

Now!!! Adjust harvester
chain speeds
Variable Speed Contrel
:o Fit ”“;g lc:llil comllllm:n*
t's standard equipme
on the 59 Model.

with the

LOCKWOOD
GRADERS

Tulelake, Calif.

Ph. 7-2471




