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Tennessee Bootlegger On
Run To Keep Up With Boom

By K. WILLIAM WINGET

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (UPI) —
“Drunks and boolleggers keeps
Uis lown a-goin'.*™

The pr east T
bootlegger delivered his opinion
und settled back in the restaurant
booth to enjoy his steak.

We'll call him Clem Smith. He's
the proud, lonely mouniaineer-
iype. He makes a comfortable liv-

Do you want to

SELL your FARM?

Whaether it’s toe big or tee
smiall for you, remember that
s JUST RIGHT fer one of
the meony prospects with whom
we are scqueinted.  Sclling
ferm properties is our speciel-
ty. We'll give your farm im-
mediote snd individuol atten-
tien.
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_ing buying bonded whisky in le-

(gully-wet  Nashville, hauling it
Imiles in “varlous devices" and
selling it by the trucklond to lu-
bricate the cilizens ol bonedry
Knoxville,

Clemm muintning  the  municipal
government of Knoxville derives
a greater income [rom bootley
liquor than it would from tax mon-
¢y on legal liquor, explaining:

“They ealch you hauling and
selling liquor, They lake it and
fine you. Then they sell il back
o the liquor dealers 1 bought it
from in Nashville. Seée what li
mean?"

|

Bootlegging is-a lonely job for
Clem, even more so since his wile
died several vears ago. Belng a
hootlegger’s friend is not socially
or politically smart in Bible-con-
scious Knoxville. Itg citizens, who
readily admit that “‘bootleggers
and Baptists" keep the town dry,
may be a boollegger's private cus: |
tomers, but they're not his public
acquaintances.

Clem leaned across the table
and confided sadly, “Sometimes
I think people tell their kids that
if they arent good, old Clem
Smith will get them. You know,
like the bogeyman.”

Clem, who s in his early 40's,
cays his fife has been a “full’
one. His earliest memory Is of
Iving on the dusty foorboirds of
a ecar as his  bootlegger-Tather
smashed through a roadblock,

He drove his first load of bool-
leg liguor inte Knoxville at the
age of seven alter his fother pot
tdrunk ond passed oul

“1 hit a T-model Ford," he said|
nostalgically. "“The farmer jumps
out and hollars ‘whoa—stop!® 1 got
scared and stopped. My daddy
woke up and 1 told him what hap-
pened. ‘Keep a-goin',' he says and
passes out ngain,”

Ownaleep?

Authorized ports, soles
and service for all —

“leep’ vehicles
BASIN MOTORS

Clem was =till chuckling as we
Jelt the restburant and headed for
his car,

Two roolie patrolmen possed.

“Evening, Mr. Smith," they said
respectiully.

A sergeant silting in 8 squad
car roared, ‘Llem, you old so-
and-so, where the devil you been?
I ain't seen you fer a couple
weeks."

Clem sald he'd been in Florida
and they talked & while.

We drove until we came lo
Clem's “place” on the edge ol
town, It was an old garoge with
u few rooms tacked onto the back.

The Inside was bare except lor
a stove and a telephone. A sign
on the wall asked the public for
contributions “'to bwid a home for
our beloved, retired pastor.” Be-
low the sign was a mason jar
contuining 13 cents and a bollle
cap.

“Ihis Is all there is to i," said
Clem. "I used lo keep some in
here."

He ftugged al a bookshell. A
wall panel swung away revealing
an emply  storage space, There
was a fist-sized hole in the panel

An old man shuffled around, bib-
overalls bulging with botiles. Pe-
riodically, a customer would drive
up to the place and the old man
would swait on him.

We stood in front of the stove
and Clem talked. He mentioned
@ minister he regards highly who
"eome to pray with me when my

i wile died."”

“The olhers,” he said, “just
come around when they want lo
stamp oul this or that."”

Clem complained of the lown's
money-hungry oharities that “are

olwavs asking the beotleggers (o
donations.”
“People think boolleggers got

rich,” he said, “but 1 never scen
one relire."” s

He cxploined he keeps a care:
ful account of his business deal-
ings to avoid Federal income lax
evasion chorges,

Clem said he and “asn awlul
nice boy" from the Internal Rev-
enue Service went over the ac-
count last vear, Clem ended up
“kind of paying a percentage.

The "'percentage’ came to $37.-
000, 1 think enough of my gov-
ernment to want to keep her
a-goin’,”" Clem exploinid,
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in the Broken Top area. This

COLD WATER is always close at hand when one is touring

picture was taken on Bridge

Creek and shows that little siream as it bursts from beneath
the icy cover of an eight-foot thick snowbank.

'Chinese Reds

Beach

Wandering Fishermen

HONG KONG 'UPD—<The Com

INUNISLE ar
ing population inle a socinl dry-
dock

By the end of this year, all fish-
ermen operating along the Pearl
River in South China will have
been moved ashore into |

@ pitting China's foal- |

were determined Lo stoy,
Recently, & Macao government
official admitted thot the Reds had
planted agents among the floating
population in an attempl to lure
the_fishermen back to China. Some
lishermen even have been

Kidnaped at gunpeint,

E
seltlements.

For these fishermen, who num-
ber in the thousands, it will be o
shocking  break  with  tradition.
For centuries, they and their an-
|eestors have lived, loved, ealen
and slept on board their junks
and sampans.,

Their rare excursions ashore
were Lo sell their calches and oc-

ionally purchase the necessities

He of evi-
dence during a.raid by breaking
the bottles. “But," he said gloom-
ily, “they’ll lay a rag on the foor
and sonk up what spilled. There's
many a man convicled on rag-
stjueezings,"

Clem shook his  head sadly,
-‘Boollegging's a® hard way o
Thake & lving," he said. “Dan'y
know why I stay in it."

I asked him whal he'd do if
Knoxville were 1o make liquor le

Your Business.
We're speciolists in
printing folders, circu-
lors, letterheods,
checks, statements,
e,

Let Us Supply You
With Whatever

Forms You Meed For

COMPLETE
PRINTING
SERVICE!

We pride ourselves
on our quality work,

our dependability,
and our fair prices.

Guide Printing Co.

12th & Klamath

Phone TU 4-5373

424 So. &b TU 47778 %

He stared at me a moment then
replied  confidently:

"IV still bes dry on Sundays.”

matter of

Covering the floor of the
ocean down (o a depth of 12,000
feel is & soft, ooay mud. It is
miude up of the limy skeletons
of Uny sea animals, This ls
found mainly In the Atlantic
and in smaller amounis in the
Indian wnd Pacific Oceans,
Massive limestone rocks have
been formed from this mud
which emiaing lime from the
skeletons of the snlinnls,

© Eocyelopedia Biltannlea

of life. Bul for all intents and
purposes, they lived on water
from birth 11l death.

Now the Communisis are chang-
ing all that. Already the majorily
have been reseitled ashore, and
the remaining 5,000 will be Iraps-
planted by the end of 1950,

The maogawine Peking Réview
said of the program that the Com-
finists by no mesns intend lo
pul the fishermen to work at other
Jubs, They still will go to sea to
caleh fish—but their families will
slay ashore.

The Reds give sociological rea-
sons for the program, bul it is
apparent that what they really
winl to do is hold the families as
virtual hostages to make sure (he
fishermen return te Ching after
their expeditions and  sell their
catches to the state.

What has troubled the Commu-
nisls, especially in recenl months,
iz the increasing number of fisher-
men who have fled to Hong Kong
and Porluguese Macao. The Por-
tuguese enclave alone has  em-
br;_m-d an estimated 800 junks car-
IYIDE as many as 6 5
ali told. e

The exodus from Red Chinese
walers wasn'l apparent st first,
!)ﬂ‘mlsv it has been normal for
junks fo tie pp any place they
choose, even “inside Macao har-
I:mr.l fur hours or days, while
awniting good fishing weather,
‘Gne morning, however, both (he
Communist Chinese and the Porlu-
Burse government of Macao awoke
lo the fact that many of the junks
—_— 7 TNE VTIRS

The Taj Mahal, famed Mause-
leum in India, was built by Shah
Jahan as a burial place for his
Haverite wife, Mumtazi-i-Mahal,

Behind  this. migration 1s ihe
Communist regulations which
forced fishermen to turn over their
enlire eatch Lo the government, in
relurn for credit coupons ex.
changeable at stale-run stores lor
food and household necessitics.

This system ran against the fish
ermen’s  traditionally independent
grain. They didn't mind selling
their catches lo the Reds, but (hey
wanted, as they had done for cin
turies, to sell to the highest bid-
der. And they wanted to keep &
sullicienl quantity of their calch
lc feed their junk-borne familigs,

The Communists capilulaled
slightly this vear and reduced (he
perceniage of the calches which
had'to be turned over to the gov.
ernment. But that didn't eliminale
all the unrest, ¢

The "'reselllement’’ program oo
lually was started in 1956, bul il
has been only in recent. monihs
that sufficient hovsing has been
made available for the lishing
families,

The Peking Review referred lo
the foating population as having
heen  “ostracized, exploited and
despised” by their fellow Chincte
Their status, however, has
changed since the Communist re-
gime vame inlo power,-the maga-
xine said.

“When the lagt of these river-
bound people come ashore, with a
roof over their heads and =olid
ground under their feel, Canlon
(teapilal of Kiwangtung Province!
will say goodbye forever lo whit
was once known in Kwangtung as
the ‘floating population.” "

It will be interesting to waich
as these fishermen fry oul ther
newly-imposed “land legs," as yet
another phase of Chinese kradition
crumbles under the Communist
boot.

HONESTY COSTS

DIXON, 1. M—A young man
appeared ot police headquar-
ters and said he was diunk and
should be locked up. The officer’s
chliged, and the next merning he
was fined $5 and costs by Police

Magistrate Lawrence E. Bode.




