Democrats Battle In Backrooms With Presidency In 1960 Their Goal

Editor's Notet Do voters prefer|Butler. He would figure to do neary Ey
performance to attempts (o fulliil] |y

promises? Dilfering opirion on
this hasic question has split Demao-
cratic leadership from its helm
to the halls of Congress, Here is
What the party is doing to ef
fect unity
By JACK BELL

WASHINGTON % — With the|

presidency as Its shimmering goul,

& hitter styy for cantrol is
threatening | he patched
up seams of the Dempcratic pas
i,

By mutual consent, the princi
pais in this ernecine warfare

have transferred to the backrpoms|
their continuing  battle over ihe
type of philosphy the party shall
present to the volers in its efforts|
tp recapture the White House in|
1960 |
- Under the terms of a truce ar-|
rived at belween them, there will|
be no more public eriticism-——at |
Jeast for awhile — by National
Chairman Paul M. Butler against
the middle-of-the-road course tak:
en by the party’s congressional
leaders.

As they always intended to do in
any event, Speaker of the House
Sam Rayburn (D-Tex) and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Lyndon B.
Jdohnson of Texas will continue to
proceed on the theory that it is
better to write compromise legis-
lition than none at all.

Butler, on the ofer hand,
HNeves the Democrats with their
gverwhelming coniral of hoth
houses, should pass legislation car-
rving out their 1856 and 1958 cam-
paign pledges, even if it is killed
by President Eisenhower's vetops

This fundamental difference of
opinion has sirained party unity
to the breaking point. Along with
other differcnces, it could split the
1060 convention wide apen.

Butler believes the promise of
future enactment of liberal legis-
lation will attract the voters next
year. He is working toward the
selection of a liberal as the par-
ty's presidential nominee,

Rayburn and Johnson believe the
voters react to party accomplish-
ments, not promises. Neither will
stray. far from the middle of the
road. 4

To back their judgment on this
gcore, the two leaders paint to the
fact that the Demncrats have won
three  successive  congressional
elections. Butler replies, in effect,
maybe so, but regaining the presi-
dency is a dilforent matter,

Their differences are aplly {l-
lustrated by the parly's sorest
problem, civil rights. For all prac-
tical purposes, Butler has told the
South to go [ry ils sidemeal, He
wanls the Democrals, as a parly,
to stand up and be counted in
favor of racial integration In the
schools and other public places.

When  President  Eisenhower
said the segregation in the eco-
namie and political fields is moral
Iy wrong, Buller capped this with:
“Segregation Is morally wrong, pe-
rind."

Johnson and Rayburn want Con-
gress to pass & moderale civil
rights hill they think will take
eome of the heal off the issue next
year. The less specific the Demo-
crals gel about civil righls in the
1960 platform, the belter Johnson
and Rayburn will like it,

Generally speaking, the old pros
of the party are on the Johnson-
Rayburn side. Despite some eriti-
cism of their course; they have al-
most solid backing from the Dem-
ocrals in Congress.

Butler has the support of the
party’s liberals, including Eleanor
Roosevell, and a majority of the
national committee, He has con-
trol of the machinery which will
put the convention in operation.
including the choice of the perma-
nent chairman, subject to conven-
tion approval.

At this point, Butler is looked
upon as something of a busyhody
by a sizahle contingent of {he par-
ty's members of Congress, They
are inclined to measure any man's
political capacity by the yardstick
of his ability to get elected to pub-
Ale office, and Butler has had no

"elxp:-r'ionm In this {ield.
= . Committee members are chos-
«en by [our different methods—by
“ptate primaries, state conventions,
glate delegations (o the nalional
eonvention, and state committees,
-Tht'_\' are certified to the national
'i“cn\'r_‘nllnn for ratification.
. Butler has been cultivating the
eommitiee members for years
The extenl of his supporl within
that group was measured last De-

be-

eemher in the battle to decide
“whether Camille F. Gravel Jr.
<~ghould remain Loulsinna’s com-

“milteeman, despite the attempt of
that state's parly commiltee to re-
maove him.

In the fight over the Gravel
ease, where Butler prevailed, there
~was a lest vote on m motion to
remave from a TI"‘_Hh]llﬂ'ﬂ AN en-
dorsement of Butler's “forthright
gtterances on civil nghts.”

* The chairman won that one by a
.27 toll call vote. While this
was nputwardly indicative only of
how the committee members felt
on eivil rights, it was. interpreied
, widely as a vote of confidence in
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YOU WITH AN OPTION TO SELECT YOUR WAY TO PAY

NOW A 30 DAY
CHARGE ACCOUNT
AT SEARS

WITH NO SERVICE CHARGE!

ROEBUCK AND CO.

PLUS AN OPTIGN TO PAY IN CONVENIENT
MONTHLY INSTALLMENTS WITH A SMALL
SERVICE CHARGE, NO APPROVAL NECESSARY

OPEN YOUR NEW
S.R.C. Account Now

You Select The Way You Pay ... Pay In
Full Within 30 Days of Receiving Statement,
or Spread Payments Over Several Months
(with Small Service Charge)
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It's easy to open a new SRC account . . . just fill out application below
and mail it in, or apply in person at any Sears store. SRC gives you
many exiras . .. extra convenience—no need fo carry cash with youg
extra savings . . . take advantage of the many sales in retail stores or
catalog; extra enjoyment . . . enjoy purchases as you pay for them.
And, you select the way you pay!
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ITORE HOURS

9 40 am wi0pm
930 o.m ta 9:00 p.m
030 am to 510 p.m

sMandoy Thuriday
Fridoy

Soturdur

SEARS

ROEBUCK AND CO




